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Upcoming 

Events 
 

 

 

 

February 17-24, 2019 

USPS Annual Spring 

Meeting 

Orlando, Florida 

 

 

 

 

March 29-30, 2019 

D27 Spring Council/

Conference/COW 

DoubletTee by Hilton 

4810 Page Creek Lane 

Durham, NC 

 

 

 

June 21-23, 2019 

D27 Rendezvous 

 

October 11-13 (TBD) 

Fall Conference 

 

January 11, 2020 

Winter Training 

 

March, 2020 (TBD) 

Spring Conference 

 

District Commander’s Message   

D/C Greg D. Shay, JN-ACN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Continued on Page 2 

 

I t has been quite a memorable year, and there is just one D27 event to go where 

I will, with both sadness and joy, turn over the reins to my able successor.  

Based on participation and the wonderful feedback Connie and I have received, 

2018-19 was a very good year for District 27 with three successful events.  The 

year was not without its challenges, but with the help of our able bridge, 

committee chairs, and their support teams, we made progress 

with purpose and determination.   

 

Our year’s activities started early with the June Rendezvous 

in New Bern with 110 attendees and 10 boats – activities 

included bagpipes, dulcimer entertainment and lawn games. 

Connie and I travelled to Minneapolis in August for the 

USPS Governing Board Meeting and came back with new 

information on America’s Boating Club, educational 

offerings, and other insights to share with our membership.  

Due to Hurricane Florence, we adjusted the Fall C/C in 

October from Atlantic Beach to Durham – there we learned 

how to square dance and shared fellowship and information.  In January we met 

again at Resurrection Lutheran Church for our D27 Winter Training where we had 

a Friday reception at our house for out-of-towners, had 14 first time attendees in 

training, and expanded our topics to provide more learning opportunities for both 

officers and general membership.  Through all of these activities we shared 

fellowship, we ate well, we learned much, we connected with each other, we had 

fun doing it, and with some attention to budgeting, we broke even on the events. 

 

Soon, we head south to Orlando for our National Annual meeting on Feb 17-23 

which has a jam-packed agenda.  District 27 will once again be hosting a 

hospitality suite for all attendees in Orlando and then on that same Friday, we will 

be hosting a special reception for our fellow D27 members in our suite. 

   

In late March, we will be holding our D27 Spring Council/Conference and Change 

of Watch in Durham.   America’s Boating Club® of Raleigh will host.  On Friday, 
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COMMANDER From Page 1 

there will be a special reception at the Wake County 

Shrine Club with a heavy hors d’oeuvre buffet, 

entertainment, and transportation to site provided – 

did I hear something about a Beach Boys theme and 

shag dancing? 

 

One of my goals as D27 Commander was to visit 

each squadron this year and what an exciting 

adventure that has been!  Connie and I enjoyed the 

fellowship, the food, and the conversations. Each 

squadron showed us how well they work together 

and what activities they do to promote their squadron 

and America’s Boating Club.  A brief travel log of 

our adventures follows. 

 

Cape Fear – We enjoyed being with you on July 21 

for your Past Commander’s Shrimparoo Event and 

your January 19, 2019 COW.  What lively times 

these were! The dessert judging lives up to its stellar 

reputation. 

 

Cape Lookout – Congratulations on a very 

successful Rendezvous June 8-9. We were very 

impressed with the efforts you put forth for this 

event and enjoyed helping out especially on June 2 

at the Moore’s house as final preparations were 

made for the event. 

 

Catawba – This was our second journey to visit 

squadrons, and we enjoyed the fish fry and 

fellowship on May 16 as the rain let up enough for 

us to be outside some. The February 2, 2019 COW 

was a memorable event and showcased the work of 

your squadron for 2019. 

 

Charlotte – You had a very busy 2018 as a 

squadron. We look forward to attending your March 

4 meeting and know that the program will be 

informative and fun. 

 

Durham – Your membership meeting on September 

10 allowed us to connect again with our “sister” 

squadron and we had all hoped that some of the 

boating activities you had planned that evening 

would happen but Florence had a different agenda. 

 

Fayetteville – What a delightful evening this was on 

September 29 as we shared fellowship and food at 

Rosa’s house for the annual fish fry! The memories 

discussed and shared in the scrapbooks and pictures 

show great spirit and fun. 

 

Fort Macon – We braved the cold weather on 

January 21, 2019 for your annual meeting. Seeing 

friends again and hearing the plans for 2019 made 

for a great evening. We again applaud your efforts 

with the Fall C/C. 

 

Goldsboro – We stopped by your booth at E-Z Bait 

and Tackle on May 25 for a brief visit.   We did not 

stay long, as your membership was busy doing 

VSE’s and sharing knowledge about boating and our 

organization with booth visitors. We look forward to 

another visit to Goldsboro on March 16 for your 

COW. 

 

Greensboro – The meeting on June 11 was a great 

way to meet your membership and to hear your 

speaker. We especially enjoyed doing the 

Greensboro COW on January 12. You were very 

gracious hosts and we learned much about your 

activities both past and present. 

 

Kinston – While we know that you are in the process 

of dissolving, it was enjoyable to visit with your 

leadership briefly on May 25. 

 

Lake Norman – Your Youth Day on July 14 was a 

tremendous event and we truly enjoyed sharing the 

time with you and seeing how everything was done. 

We also enjoyed doing your COW on February 1 

and appreciate the warm welcome. 

 

Pamlico – The Past Commander’s Picnic on October 

13 was a successful event filled with games, 

fellowship, food, and prizes. The setting and weather 

were perfect. Officiating at your February 9, 2019 

COW was both special and memorable for us. 

 

Raleigh – Our home squadron’s events were fun-

filled and a pleasure to attend. We enjoyed the June 

Kids’ Day on the Water, the Oyster Roast, the kayak 

trips, and the Pig Pickings. Thank you for your 

support this year for District 27. 

 

Rocky Mount – Your Christmas party on December 

15 was a special event as we all enjoyed the Chinese 

Buffet, the Secret Santa game, and the conversations. 
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It was evident what friendships you have forged as a 

squadron. 

 

Shallotte River – On May 17 we attended your 

Founder’s Day Meeting and learned much about the 

history of your organization as well as your future 

plans. Your pride in your history and in your future 

was evident from the many conversations we had 

that evening. 

 

Southport – We had plans to attend the Bald Head 

Island Cruise, then the Octoberfest but weather 

always seemed to interfere with the best laid plans.  

Your December 12 Change of Watch was great fun 

and the hospitality appreciated. It is evident that 

many plans are in progress and much enthusiasm is 

visible. 

 

Tar River – Our year long journey began on April 27 

as we travelled to Oriental to take part in the Tar 

River/Rocky Mount Rendezvous. We had a 

wonderful time.  We shared in movies, scavenger 

hunts, kayak trips, food, and geodetic marking 

activities. On December 7 we returned to do the 

COW and had an enjoyable time there. 

 

Winston-Salem – Attending your year-end meeting 

on November 14 afforded us the opportunity to meet 

your members, to share in fellowship, and to learn 

much about the yearly squadron activities. It was 

apparent that much planning goes into making sure 

that the membership is involved in the squadron’s 

enjoyable events. 

 

Through all of these travels, through all of these 

events, and through all of the conversations it was 

apparent that District 27 is an extremely viable 

organization that goes above and beyond for its 

membership and its organization.  Connie and I 

learned so much and gained such a strong 

appreciation of the work, the efforts and the 

friendships throughout this year. We sincerely 

congratulate you and humbly thank you for the 

opportunity to be at the helm in 2018.  I sincerely 

wish to thank all of the Bridge officers, the 

committee chairs, the committee members, the aides, 

and the membership of District 27 for their hard and 

successful work during the 2018-19 year. It has been 

such a pleasure to serve as your commander and all 

that you have done has made this a successful year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Winter Training 
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District Executive Officer—D/Lt/C Pat W. Hakanson, SN 

A s we complete another year in the District 

Calendar I want to express my sincere 

appreciation to all those who have worked in the 

District Executive Department and congratulate 

them on a job well done. They are: 

 

Cooperative Charting        D/Lt Brevard Myers Jr SN 

Vessel Safety Check       D/Lt Chris Payne AP 

Public Relations       D/Lt/C Pat Hakanson SN 

Radio Technical Chair      Stf/C Burt Pearson SN 

Safety Officer        D/Lt Jack Moore AP 

Liaison Officer       D/Lt Ken Link SN 

Homeland Security        D/Lt Joe Fazzari JN 

Legislative Officer       D/Lt Tom Taylor AP 

Speakers Bureau Chair     D/Lt Ken Link SN 

Environmental        P/R/C Tom Myers JN-CN 

 

One of my privileges as a District Bridge officer is to 

conduct the Change of Watch of various District 

Squadrons. I truly love meeting new people and 

public speaking so it is a pleasure to do so. 

Unfortunately I missed going to the Southport Sail 

and Power Squadron in December because I was 

recovering from by-pass surgery. I want to thank 

D/C Greg Shay for filling in for me. Thanks so much 

Greg. The other Squadrons I have visited are the 

Charlotte Power Squadron (my own), the Shallotte 

River Sail and Power Squadron and the Winston-

Salem Sail and Power Squadron. What a joy it has 

been to participate in each of these special occasions. 

Thank you so much for your kind and generous 

hospitality. I look forward to visiting other 

Squadrons next year. 

 

I had a wonderful time at our Winter Training this 

year. It was full of great content and worth the trip 

for all who attended, including the 14 first timers. 

Yeah team! One of the 

sessions I attended was led by 

our Committee Chair for the 

Environment, P/R/C Tom 

Myers. He had an excellent 

PowerPoint presentation on 

how Squadrons can participate 

in various new projects to help 

our environment. I would 

encourage you to read his 

article later on in this 

publication. 

 

By joining other organizations in cleaning our 

environment or conserving our wildlife, our 

Squadrons can enhance their own mission of Civil 

Service. A good example of this is the MOU that the 

Fort Macon Sail and Power Squadron has signed 

with the Cape Lookout National Seashore. What fun 

it is for them to gather on the water in their boats, 

take along a picnic lunch and clean up a bit of 

shoreline. What could be better?? I want to 

congratulate them on finding a new way to be of 

service to their community.  Good job. 

 

 

2019 Winter Training 
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How Do You Know It’s the IRS Calling? 

 

Now that we are into the 2018 tax filing season it’s 

important to not only prepare for last year’s return, 

but also remember that there are scammers out there 

trying to steal your identity and information.   

 

I’m sure a number of you have received those 

“phone calls” from the “IRS” demanding money for 

some type of problem with your return.  It’s 

unfortunate that so many people are taken in by this 

type of scam.   

 

To protect yourself there are several important points 

that the IRS website notes for you to be aware of, in 

case you receive one of these calls.  This is taken 

directly from the IRS website. 

 

“Many taxpayers have encountered individuals 

impersonating IRS officials – in person, over the 

telephone and via email. Don’t get scammed. We 

want you to 

understand how and 

when the IRS contacts 

taxpayers and help 

you determine 

whether a contact you 

may have received is 

truly from an IRS 

employee. 

 

The IRS initiates most 

contacts through 

regular mail delivered by the United States Postal 

Service.  However, there are special circumstances 

in which the IRS will call or come to a home or 

business, such as when a taxpayer has an overdue tax 

bill, to secure a delinquent tax return or a delinquent 

employment tax payment, or to tour a business as 

part of an audit or during criminal investigations. 

 

Even then, taxpayers will generally first receive 

several letters (called “notices”) from the IRS in the 

mail. 

Note that the IRS does not: 

 Call to demand immediate payment using a 

specific payment method such as a prepaid 

debit card, gift card or wire transfer. 

Generally, the IRS will first mail a bill to any 

taxpayer who owes taxes. 

 Demand that you pay taxes without the 

opportunity to question or appeal the amount 

they say you owe. You should also be 

advised of your rights as a taxpayer. 

 Threaten to bring in local police, immigration 

officers or other law-enforcement to have 

you arrested for not paying. The IRS also 

cannot revoke your driver’s license, business 

licenses, or immigration status. Threats like 

these are common tactics scam artists use to 

trick victims into buying into their schemes.” 

 

For more information go directly to the IRS 

website at irs.gov. 

 

 

Homeland Security Officer — D/Lt Joe Fazzari, JN 

irs.gov
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District Educational Officer—D/1st/Lt Tom Graham, SN 

D istrict 27 kicked off the New Year with the 

Annual Training Day in Raleigh, Saturday 12 

January.  I would like to thank the 15 present and/or 

incoming SEOs and ASEOs 

that were in attendance for the 

two hours of training that the 

District 27 Education 

Department provided.   

 

The first session was 

dedicated to the new SEOs 

and ASEOs that had never 

used the HQ800 Database 

System for entering courses 

and tracking students.  The 

presentation covered most of the HQ800 functions 

including how to schedule a class, enter student 

information, order course materials and/or 

examinations, and enter grades for the America’s 

Boating Course. 

 

The second session covered issues of interest to 

everyone including new programs that are being 

developed and implemented nationally.  Discussions 

included the implementation of the new seminar 

based Boat Handling Course that will replace the 

Seamanship Course, along with the new eBook 

system that this and all future courses will eventually 

utilize.  Information on the new eBook system 

covered ordering, downloading, use of the 

redemption key to activate the eBook, and how the 

system will save money for both HQ and Squadrons.  

 Perhaps one of the more exciting developments 

presented was the new Jump Start mentoring 

program that will serve both new boaters and 

experienced boaters that have a new boat to them.  

The new Mini-Seminar Series for Boat Shows was 

covered along with information on new regular 

seminars to expand those already offered.  The new 

seminars will include Boating with Propane, AIS - 

Automatic Identification System for Boaters, Sonar - 

Fish-Finder/Depth-Finder, Using GPS, and 

Advanced GPS - Chart-Plotters. 

 

I am pleased to announce that we have two 

outstanding Training Aid entries for the competition 

at the National Meeting in Orlando.  They include 

the “Marine Electrical Systems Lab Kit” developed 

by Lake Norman Sail and Power Squadron’s 

instructor Fred Esenwein, SN, for his 2018 Marine 

Electronics class.  This simple, inexpensive kit, 

about $8 per copy, provides students hands-on 

experience with simple DC circuits.  The other entry 

is from Meg Morrison, JN, of the Cape Fear Sail and 

Power Squadron.  Meg’s entry is a Jeopardy Power 

Point Game, based on the TV game show 

“Jeopardy” that her squadron has used for 

Operations Training.  One of the beauties of the 

application is that it could be adaptable to any 

course.  We wish Fred and Meg the best of luck in 

Orlando.  

 

Hope to see many of you in Orlando! 
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District Administrative Officer—D/Lt/C Hugh Hayes, JN 

C ongratulations to Commander Shay, Sandie 

Howd and all others who helped plan the 

Winter Training on 12 January.  I consider it to be a 

complete success.  The session 

sizes seem suggest that the 

attendees liked the variety of 

the topics being offered.  I feel 

that the members of the 

Administrative session seemed 

to get answers to the questions 

they brought with  the 

training.  The open forum type 

discussions were very 

rewarding.  The attendees left 

with a   material   used in their ons.   

 

        

  

 

1.    9 February   

2.    16 February   

3.   8   

      traveling  these 

    their members.   

The United States Power Squadrons Annual Meeting 

will be in Orlando, Florida the week of 

February.  Sara and I plan to drive down stopping 

first in St. Augustine to visit with our son.  

We then plan to arrive in Orlando early on 

Wednesday morning.  We are looking forward 

      

 

The District 27 Council/Conference and Change of 

Watch will be in Durham on 29-30 March.  We are 

looking forward to this event and visiting with 

friends who will also be attending.  There is still 

plenty of time to register for this event.  The 

Agenda and registration form can be found in this 

issue of The BITTS and will be on  27 

Calendar Page          

 

Please send me any questions you may have 

pertaining to the Administrative Department.  I 

then r      chairperson.   

 

   

 

2019 Winter  
Training 
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District Treasurer—D/Lt/C H. Lynn Dail, SN 

T his is my second term serving as District 

Treasurer.  As 2019 begins, I am confident that 

the financial condition of D27 continues to be strong 

and the funds necessary to finance the Fiscal Year 

2019-2020 budget can reasonably be anticipated.  I 

want to thank Assistant Treasurer Barbara Beers for 

managing the invoicing of 

squadrons for their new 

member assessments.  The 

responses have been 

exceedingly rapid and 

complete.  I have also 

submitted my name for 

consideration to serve a third 

term for Fiscal Year 2019-

2020.  I’ve enjoyed serving this 

organization.   

 

e-POSTCARDS REMINDER — As a reminder to 

Squadron Treasurers, filing your squadron’s IRS 

form 990 is due by the 15th day of the 5th month 

after the close of your squadron’s fiscal year. Also, 

USPS Headquarters wants to know that this report 

has been filed by submitting USPS form TR-1.  

Please contact me if you have problems with the 

forms or other questions concerning this very 

important task.  Another important date is requesting 

sales tax reimbursement from the North Carolina 

Department of Revenue.  The upcoming deadline for 

reimbursement of sales taxes paid during July to 

December 2018, is due to NCDOR by April 15, 

2019.  Of course, you can send me your sales tax 

spreadsheets where I will file it for you.  However, 

remember the District retains 25% and returns 75% 

to the squadron.  

 

NEW MEMBER ASSESSMENTS — New 

member assessments for each quarter of 2019 and 

2020 will continue to be by Barbara Beers and will 

be sent to all squadron treasurers.  

 

DISTRICT 27 EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT 

VOUCHER — I want to remind each Br idge 

Officer and Aides that a General Expense Voucher 

for non-travel related expenses is available in the 

Forms Section of the D27 Website under Treasurer 

after D27 Officers Expense Report.  This form is 

needed to assist the Treasurer to properly categorize 

expenses and standardize documentation for 

reimbursement, and provide better information for 

the Audit Committee. 

2019 Winter 
Training  
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District Secretary—D/Lt/C Dawn A. Gaskill, AP 

2018 is gone and now we start 2019 with a lot of 

work to accomplish to make each squadron and 

District 27 better and more fun.  

 

We are preparing for a wonderful Change of Watch 

for the District in Durham and I need those reports 

from our Squadron 

Commanders.  Many of you 

may be new Commanders so 

let me give you an outline, 

and I suggest getting your Past 

Commander to assist.   

 

The Commanders form is on 

the D27 website under forms.  

It lists the number of delegates 

you can have for your 

squadron as of 02/01/2019 

membership numbers.  While I am on the subject of 

delegates, I believe it is very important that every 

squadron be certain that it has all of the delegates 

they are entitled.  If a squadron does not have its 

delegates present and voting, then that squadron will 

not have any voice in the decisions that are 

made.  But in order for that to happen, those 

delegates need to get registered when they arrive and 

get their voting cards.  There are only a few 

restrictions on who should not be listed.  If the 

person is a current Squadron Commander, District 

bridge member or a Past District Commander, they 

are not to be listed.  Each of these members have 

their own list and voting card already. 

 

Please email these to me, or if need be, mail them via 

US mail no later than 03/02/2019.  This allows time 

for completion of my reports for voting and these 

reports will go toward the Squadron Commanders 

Merit Mark. 

 

I now wish to discuss Communications.  Per the 

USPS website:  There are resources like an Editors 

Guide, image sources, and forms used to evaluate 

publications and websites for the Distinctive 

Communicator Award (DCA).  To be eligible for 

this annual award, editors and webmasters should 

know their assigned Adviser and be familiar with 

evaluation criteria.  The DCA evaluation year is 1 

January to 31 December for publications and 1 

January to 30 November for websites. 

 

For your newsletter, remember to send at least your 4 

best to the advisor for D27.  This year 14 of 17 

squadrons won the Newsletter award, and 16 

Websites won the DCA award.  These certificates 

will be given out at the D27 Change of Watch.  I also 

want to congratulate our Publications editor P/C 

Paula Schubert, AP and our Website Webmaster Jim 

Roman for getting the DCA awards.  Great Job!!! 

 

I have enjoyed meeting some of you at your Change 

of Watch and hope to see everyone in Durham for 

the D/27 Cow. 

 

NOTICE OF CALL TO MEEYING FOR THE 

SPRING COUNCIL/CONFERENCE 2019 - This 

Call to Meeting will be posted on the District 27 

website in accordance with the District Bylaws.   
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Nominating Committee Report — P/D/C Paula Stewart, AP 

T he District 27 Nominating Committee met on October 19, 2018 at the Fall Conference and again on 

January 12, 2019 at our annual Winter Training session.  Squadron representatives attending were Cape 

Lookout, Catawba, Charlotte, Fort Macon, Goldsboro, Greensboro, Lake Norman, Raleigh, Rocky Mount, 

Shallotte River, Southport, Tar River, and Winston Salem. 

 

According to the District 27 bylaws, the committee shall, by majority vote, annually 

nominate a candidate for each elective district office, the Chairman of the Nominating 

Committee, and candidates for each general committee.   

 

Listed below are the candidates agreed upon by the committee for the District 27 elective 

offices beginning March 30, 2019. 

 

 

 COMMANDER    D/Lt/C Patricia Hakanson, SN, Charlotte 

 EXECUTIVE OFFICER   D/Lt/C Hugh Hayes, JN, Shallotte River 

 EDUCATIONAL OFFICER   D/1st/Lt Tom Graham, SN, Pamlico 

 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  D/1st/Lt Sarah McCurry, AP, Shallotte River 

 SECRETARY     D/Lt/C Dawn Gaskill, AP, Winston Salem 

 TREASURER     D/Lt/C Lynn Dail, SN, Raleigh 

 ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER  D/Lt Sara Hayes, JN, Shallotte River 

 ASST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER Stf/C Bill Beers, JN, Catawba 

 ASST SECRETARY    P/C Connie Shay, S, Raleigh 

 ASST TREASURER    D/1st/Lt Barbara Beers, P, Catawba 

 NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR D/C Greg Shay, JN-ACN, Raleigh 

 RULES COMMITTEE   Lt Liz Fairman, Goldsboro 

 AUDIT COMMITTEE   P/C David Stewart, AP, Charlotte 

 PLANNING COMMITTEE CHAIR  (Elects from within) 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

P/D/C Paula Stewart, AP 

Nominating Committee Chair 
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D-27 Environmental Program — P/R/C Tom Myers, JN  

I n the spring of 2018, D/C Greg Shay initiated a 

new program for the District, emphasizing 

environmental care for the waters we enjoy in our 

boating activities.   This program is located in the 

District Executive Department under the guidance of 

D/Lt/C Pat Hakanson.  P/R/C Tom Myers (yours 

truly) in the Fort Macon Squadron is the new 

District Environmental Chair. 

 

At the District Winter Training Meeting in Cary in 

January 2019, I suggested that each Squadron 

participate in a least one environmental activity 

during the coming year.  I identified six areas 

Squadrons may wish to consider as they plan their 

boating activities.  These include maintaining water 

quality, shoreline protection, aquatic resource 

conservation, removal of aquatic debris, controlling 

invasive species, and educational outreach to the 

public.  

  

To implement the program, each Squadron will be 

asked to name a Squadron Environmental 

Coordinator (SEC).  These persons will receive 

information from the District and local sources on 

upcoming environmental projects in their area.  They 

will bring that to their home Squadrons to decide if 

they want to participate. The Squadron 

Environmental Coordinators will also send reports 

back to the District so we can exchange information 

among Squadrons and track our progress through the 

year.  We have Environmental Coordinators 

currently identified in over half our 17 Squadrons 

with the rest expected within a few weeks.  

 

No single environmental project is suitable for all 

Squadrons.  Selection depends on your location, type 

of water available to you and the abilities of your 

members.  Examples of projects by USPS members 

in the past include beach and highway debris 

cleanups, oyster shell planting, natural shoreline 

stabilization, dune grass planting, fishing line 

collectors, dock walker programs and river patrols 

with local riverkeepers.  Several of our Squadrons 

have been conducting environmental projects for 

years, but for others, this will possibly be a new 

experience.  

Squadrons are encouraged to initiate their own 

projects, but we recognize that many State and Local 

organizations are already engaged in environmental 

activities that need local volunteers.  Our new 

District Environmental Chair will collect 

information on upcoming events and pass it on to 

our local Squadrons for them to consider 

participation.  These organizations include the NC 

Division of Coastal Management, the NC Wildlife 

Resources Commission, the US National Park 

Service, NOAA, NC Sea Grant, city and county 

governments, and many non-governmental 

organizations such as the NC Coastal Federation, the 

Ocean Conservancy, and the NC and SC 

Waterkeeper Alliance. 

 

Many of the projects described above are aimed at 

Squadron participation. There is a least one in North 

Carolina directed to individuals. This is the “North 

Carolina Clean Water Boater Program”, 

administered by the NC Division of Coastal 

Management.  We encourage each Squadron 

member to complete this simple certification this 

spring.  It’s a great way for you to get started in 

Environmental participation.  For information and an 

application, contact me, Tom Myers 

(tdmafton@ec.rr.com) or your Squadron 

Environmental Coordinator. 

 

In addition to protecting and enhancing 

environmental conditions in our waters, this District 

program has the potential to provide new 

opportunities for Squadron participation by our 

members.  It also offers opportunities for those 

outside USPS to join with us in aquatic 

environmental protection.  

mailto:tdmafton@ec.rr.com
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CGA Liaison — P/R/C Ken Link, SN 

I  know this article will not appear until the late 

February issue of the Carolina Bitts, but our Coast 

Guard personnel may still need financial assistance 

even into March and possibly April since we have 

been shut down since early January.  I have some 

resources here for you 

chartable contributions if you 

wish.   

 

Yes, the US Coast Guard is 

part of the Homeland Security, 

but they are also functioning as 

rescue and emergency 

assistance for boaters and 

others in need when stranded, 

sinking, overturned and any 

other need for Coast Guard assistance.  They are 

serving without pay during a government shutdown.   

 

If you wish to help, follow these leads to help those 

who need funds during this time of need.  They may 

not receive a direct financial contribution unless you 

do it by purchasing a meal, purchasing prefunded 

credit cards or by contributing to groups like the Red 

Cross, Salvation Army or other financial aid 501.c.3 

organizations.  Below are some possibilities for your 

generous contributions. 

 

Here is a quote from the Executive Director of Coast 

Guard Mutual Assistance: 

   

"As you have likely heard, we are well involved in 

providing financial assistance to the Coast Guard 

men and women.  To date, we have helped about 

2200 men and women with over $1.87million.  We 

are expecting a big uptick in requests come next 

payday at the end of the month when more men and 

woman who haven’t asked for help do so, those who 

did get help need a second round, and adding 42,000 

retirees to the mix." 

   

As you can see our Shipmates need our help now 

more than ever.  Please make sure that the 

information below reaches each and every member.  

It is hard times that define character. It's time for us 

to show ours. 

 

Best Wishes, 

  RADM Cari Thomas (RET)” 

  

Direct financial support to CG men and women: 

Coast Guard Mutual Assistance:  Lead 
https://www.cgmahq.org/ 

To go straight to the donation web page: 

https://cgmahq.networkforgood.com/projects/63225-

lifeline-for-a-shipmate 

If someone would like to start a fundraising page for 

their region, this can be done at: 

https://cgmahq.networkforgood.com/projects/66328-

help-needy-coast-guard-families 

 

If someone just wants to send a check, this can be 

done: 

https://www.cgmahq.org/manual/forms/CGMA_41.p

df 

  

In kind donations… food, diapers, dog food, gift 

cards, etc: CPOA (Chief Petty Officer 

Association):  Lead 
https://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 

  

Chapter and Branch contacts can be found here: 

https://www.uscgcpoa.org/organization/cpoa/cpoa-

chapters/ 

https://www.uscgcpoa.org/organization/cgea/cgea-

branches/ 

  

Advocacy work…Telling members of Congress, 

etc. (and there are many more). 
https://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 

https://www.seaservicefamily.org/ 

https://www.votervoice.net/NavyLeague/home 

https://www.moaa.org/ 

https://www.uscgcpoa.org/organization/cgea/ 

https://cwoauscg.org/ 

  

My second topic for this newsletter is concerning 

Cannabis and Boating.  I have read the BoatUS 

article recently provided and will paraphrase that and 

other sources I have been reading about the spread of 

legalized recreational use of marijuana across the 

US.  Marijuana is a nationally controlled illegal 

substance.  Certain states have legalized its use for 

medical reasons and some even for recreational use.  

https://www.cgmahq.org/
https://cgmahq.networkforgood.com/projects/63225-lifeline-for-a-shipmate
https://cgmahq.networkforgood.com/projects/63225-lifeline-for-a-shipmate
https://cgmahq.networkforgood.com/projects/66328-help-needy-coast-guard-families
https://cgmahq.networkforgood.com/projects/66328-help-needy-coast-guard-families
https://www.cgmahq.org/manual/forms/CGMA_41.pdf
https://www.cgmahq.org/manual/forms/CGMA_41.pdf
https://www.uscgcpoa.org
https%22/www.uscgcpoa.org/organization/cpoa/cpoa-chapters/
https%22/www.uscgcpoa.org/organization/cpoa/cpoa-chapters/
https://www.uscgcpoa.org/organization/cgea/cgea-branches
https://www.uscgcpoa.org/organization/cgea/cgea-branches
https://www.uscgcpoa.org/
https://www.seaservicefamily.org
https://www.votervoice.net/NavyLeague/home
https://www.moaa.org
https://www.uscgcpoa.org/organization/cgea/
https://cwoauscg.org/
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marijuana possession, and 30 states permit the 

medical use of Cannabis.  More states are looking at 

the possibility of legalizing its use for one purpose or 

another.   These laws are changing quickly, so check 

wherever you are boating for the local laws. 

 

The Federal Government still considers it a schedule 

1 drug, has the potential for abuse and has no known 

accepted medical use.  On the waterways under 

federal jurisdiction it is illegal to possess.  Since 

many of our Boaters boat on federally controlled 

waterways, it could certainly put us in a difficult 

situation if we are found to have marijuana aboard, 

and certainly if it is in use.  Be careful to know the 

regulations and coverage in your area.  Remember, 

the Coast Guard does not need to have a warrant or 

suspicion to board your vessel.  You could be 

arrested and even have boating rights suspended or 

have your boat impounded. 

 

According to the National Institute for Drug Abuse, 

cannabis significantly impairs your ability to 

perform.  Possession and use of cannabis may lead to 

a DUI conviction.  DUI these days in many 

communities and states can be tied to your drivers 

license and cause its revocation or at least 

suspension.  As a pilot I have been warned that DUI 

conviction may not only lead the suspension but also 

revocation of one’s pilot’s license.  Is it worth the 

risk?  I have heard that the use of marijuana is being 

treated the same as other drugs and alcoholic 

beverages.   

 

The laws are being changed quickly everywhere, but 

on federally controlled waters it is illegal to possess 

or use Class 1 drugs.  Even a guest on your vessel 

who has marijuana can put you at risk.  As I said 

earlier, is it worth the risk?  Why not have a zero 

tolerance policy on your vessel?  

  

Semper Paratus 

CGA Liaison From Page 12 

2019 Winter Training 
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