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Newsletter Editor 
Karen Nussman, N 

kwnussman1990@gmail.com 

The BREEZE is the official publication 
of the Greensboro Power Squadron, a 
unit of District 27 of the United States 
Power Squadrons®, published eleven 
times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month 
beginning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE do 
not necessarily represent those of the 
Greensboro Power Squadron or USPS, 
but they might. 
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23 Eric Eakes 

26 Hardy Spence 

  

2017 Squadron Patrons 

 Ron and Anna Pitman           “Anna Bee” 

 Ralph and Berry Stout           “Berry Good Too” 

 Leif and Anneli Johansson    “EZ Living”  

 Mike and Carolyn Hackett  "Hattitude"  

 David and Sue Shultz    “Iron Jenny”, “Sea More” 

 Mack and Vinnie Gordy         "Optional Necessity” 

 Jerry Newton    “Petey” 

 Larry and Pat Freeze  “Pelecanus” 

 Keith and Kendra Bulla  “Whisper” 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

May Birthdays 

If you would like to make a donation, please make your check (of at least $25)  payable to  
The Greensboro Power Squadron, write Squadron Patron on the memo line,  

and send the check to  

Lt/C Todd Ring,  6605 Stonecroft Dr.,   Oak Ridge,  NC  27310. 

  

 
Membership Meeting 
Monday, May 8, 2017 

 
 

Belews Cruise 
Saturday, May 6, 2017 

 

 
 

 

12 Jed Norris 

19 Jerry Chance 

  

  

Notice to Mariners 
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Cdr Hardy Spence, AP 

 

 Over the next several months many of us will be taking vacations.  Although gas prices 
are up we will still be driving our cars  and some will even be towing a trailer. 
  
One of the most important things that you can do is to check tire pressures. Tires are one 
of the most important and often overlooked parts of a car.  A problem with a tire affects 
ride comfort, handling, and safety. 
 
Buy a digital tire gauge and check your tires before a long or short trip.  Proper tire 
inflation pressures can be found on a sticker on the car, usually found on the driver side 
door jamb.  Tire pressures are best checked when the tires are cold. 
 
Also two other things you should do is to check the spare tire.  What is worse than to 
have a flat tire and then to discover that the spare is either so low on pressure or is in fact 
flat and cannot be used. 
 
Inspecting your tires before your trip will often save you a headache during your trip.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
                

                 As we begin our new year, it is once more time to re-do our list of 
Squadron Patrons.  The list of Patrons in this edition of the Breeze 
includes those who have contributed at least $25.00 to become a Patron 
of the Squadron for 2017. Typically this fund is used for unbudgeted 
and/or unexpected needs of the Squadron over the coming year.  
Sometimes the fund is used to lower the cost for members to attend a 
Squadron function like the Change of Watch.  Please give serious 
thought to joining this group for 2017.  Submit your check made out to 
Greensboro Power Squadron and identified as “Squadron Patron” to 
our treasurer,  
 

Lt/C Todd Ring,  6605 Stonecroft Dr.,   Oak Ridge,  NC  27310. 
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Executive Officer 
P/D/C Mack Gordy, Jr. 

 

April 2016 a 15 year old girl died from electric shock, drowning while swimming near her family’s 
Alabama lake home.  Two women, a 34 and 41 year old went missing after sunbathing on Lake 
Tuscaloosa in Alabama.  Their deaths were caused by electrocution. 
 
Known as the “Silent Killer”, even low levels of electric current can be hazardous or fatal to a swimmer.  
There is no visible warning. 

 

SWIMMING ELECTROCUTIONS CAN BE PREVENTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Important Notice to All Committee Chairman 
 

          
Merit Mark recommendations are due within two weeks after each event.   

Send to P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP at mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  
Call Mack if you have questions. 

Use a plastic ladder rather than a metal one. 
 
Check all wiring around your dock, including your ground fault breaker. 
 
Purchase a “Dock Lifeguard”, a device that detects electricity on your dock and in the 
water around your dock. 
 
It is your responsibility to make sure the water around your dock is safe for your family and 
friends to go swimming. 

The District 27 Rendezvous is August 25 & 26, 2017 in Wilmington, NC. Your squadron will once again 
be hosting the Conch Blowing contest for this event.  This is a fun outing and it is being held in a great 
coastal town.  It is not necessary to know how to blow a conch or even be musically inclined.  We will 
teach you in as little as five minutes.   Please answer the call when asked to participate in this event.  
You can make this event a success. 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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Administrative Officer  
 Lt/C "Rob" Sutton, P 

 
      
 
 

 
                  

We frequently talk about safety on the water, but most of the time incidents on the water 
can be prevented by paying attention to details before you even leave the dock. 
 
This weekend I witnessed one such situation.  
 
In their haste to get on the water, a sailboat with an inboard engine failed to open the 
water intake.  When the engine began to overheat the alarm went off.  The skipper 
somewhat panicked and didn't immediately understand the situation. Once advised to  
check the intake, they realized the error and opened the valve but the damage was 
evidently done. They restarted are the engine and continued on with their plans. 
 
 A few minutes later they had smoke coming out of the engine compartment and they 
were also drifting toward a sea wall.   Fortunately,  they dropped anchor and killed the 
engine, but were dead on the water. The boat I was on rendered assistance.  We towed 
them back to the dock without further incident. 
 
Just a review of the checklist could have prevented what might have been disastrous for 
that vessel. 
 

A Very Special THANK YOU to our Friends   
at the  O HENRY HOTEL for Their Support 
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Education Officer  
Lt/C Craig Cooper, AP  

  
 

“One Big Boat” 
 

Kathy and I recently returned from a fantastic tour of Ireland and got to see where the Titanic was built in 
Belfast. I would like to share some information on this ship along with two photos of the “Titanic Experience” 
located on its original shipyard. The six stories tall visitors’ center is designed with its four corners 
representing the bows of the many ships built there during the golden age. In the other photo, the open area 
with the columns, represent the length and width of the ship in the slipway (now filled in) where the hull was 
constructed. When it became ‘floatable” it was launched and moved to the nearby dry-dock for outfitting. 
Following are some facts of this great ship. 
 
The RMS Titanic was the world’s largest passenger ship when it entered service, measuring 882 feet in 
length, and the largest man-made moving object on Earth. 46,000 Tons. 175 feet in Height, Sized for 3500 
Passengers and Crew, 16,000 Horsepower, 24 knots top speed. It took more than 3,000 People over 3 
Years to build. 100,000 people turned up to see the ship’s launch on May 31, 1911. The ship burned around 
600 tons of coal a day, hand shoveled into its furnaces by a team of 176 men. The ship's interiors were 
loosely inspired by those at the Ritz Hotel in London. Facilities on board included a gym, pool, Turkish bath, 
a kennel for first class dogs, and a squash court. The Grand Staircase on board descended down seven of 
the ship’s 10 decks and featured oak paneling, bronze cherubs and paintings.  Only 16 wooden lifeboats 
and four collapsible boats were carried, enough to accommodate 1,178 people, only one-third of Titanic's 
total capacity, but more than legally required.  Twenty horses were required to carry the main anchor.  22 
tons of soap and tallow were smeared on the slipway to assist its unhindered passage into the River Lagan. 
The ship made two stops after leaving Southampton on April 10, 1912 at Cherbourg in northern France, and 
Cobh (then Queenstown) in Ireland. 2,260 Passengers and Crew On board. Of the 885 crew on board, just 
23 were female. The iceberg was spotted at 11:40 pm on April 14, 1912, by lookout Frederick Fleet, who 
proclaimed: “Iceberg! Right ahead!” Cruising at 22 Knots. The iceberg was around 100 feet tall and came 
from a glacier in Greenland. Just 37 seconds elapsed between the sighting of the iceberg and the collision. 
The ship received six warnings about icebergs during the voyage.  A lifeboat drill scheduled for April 14, 
was cancelled for unknown reasons. The RMS Carpathia arrived at 4 am and transported the 716 survivors 
to New York. 
 
In 1912, during the sinking of the RMS Titanic, the wireless telegraph Morse code “SOS” was first 
used during emergency communications between operators on the ship and nearby vessels.  
After the Titanic had sunk, safety regulations were increased to make ships safer, including 
ensuring enough lifeboats to carry all on board and making ships staff their radios 24 hours a day. 
 
The wreck of the Titanic was discovered in 1985 and lies 370 miles off the coast of Newfoundland, around 12,500 feet 
below the surface.  

 
         I think you can see there are still lessons to be learned from this! 
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 May Membership Program 

 

 
Brian Slocum, meteorologist with WXII-News will be the 
speaker at the May meeting. His topic – very close to all of us – 
is Hurricanes. 
You may remember he spoke to our group last spring on 
lightening.  Those of us who heard him last time know that he 
is not only extremely knowledgeable but also very entertaining. 
If you have friends who might be hearing Brian speak, please 
invite them to join us. 

Brian Slocum, Meteorologist 
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Preceding the monthly meeting on May 8 
join other GPS folks for dinner at  

  

Jason’s Deli 
Shops on Friendly 

 
Arrive between 6:00–6:15 PM for dinner and conversation before the  

Monthly Squadron Meeting.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
As you go through the line, look for familiar faces and join the group.   
This is a terrific way to get to know your fellow squadron members  

on a more up-close and personal level.    
Lots of laughs, great conversation, and no one has to cook!!  

See you there!   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Jed Norris and Karen Nussman will be providing our refreshments for the May 
Members Meeting. 

 
                                  Thanks Jed and Karen.  

 
Update on Jill Tourtellot 

 
Effective May 9th, Jill will no longer be living in Greensboro!  She reports that 
she has sold her home here, the Smith Mountain Lake house , and the boat!  
For those of you who might like to wish her well, her new address will be: 
 
         Jill D. Tourtellot 
         1525 Tremont Blvd., NW 
         Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
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          Geodetic Marker Recovery, April, 1017 

2016 District 27 Award Recipients 
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5/6/17                     Belews Cruise 
5/8/17                     Membership Meeting 
5/10/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
6/12/17                   Membership Meeting 
6/14/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
7/10/17                   Hummer-in-the-Summer – Bur-Mill Park 
7/12/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
7/15/17                   Blueberry Picking 
8/14/17                   Dessert Social 
8/16/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
8/25-27/17              D/27 Rendezvous – Wilmington, NC 
9/11/17                   Membership Meeting 
9/13/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
9/16/17                   Operation Big Sweep 
10/6-8/17                Bald Head Excursion 
10/9/17                   PC Happening 
10/11/17                 Ex Com Meeting 
10/29/17                 Ghost Walk – Greensboro, NC 
11/11 17                 Ladies Luncheon 
11/13/17                 Membership Meeting & Dirty Harry Night 
11/15/17                 Ex Com Meeting 
12/11/17                 Christmas Party 
12/13/17                 Ex Com Meeting 
1/6/18                     D/27 Officer Training 
1/8/18                     Annual Meeting 
1/10/18                   Ex Com Meeting 
1/20/18                   Change of Watch – O.Henry Hotel 
 
 
 

 

 

Schedule of Events 

 
We look forward to seeing you at our programs and events! 



12 

Karen Nussman, N 
5816 Bayleaf Lane 

Greensboro, NC 27455 
kwnussman1990@gmail.com 

Please deliver to: 

          Beach Fever 


