
1 

Newsletter Editor 
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The BREEZE is the official publication 
of the Greensboro Power Squadron, a 
unit of District 27 of the United States 
Power Squadrons®, published eleven 
times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month 
beginning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE do 
not necessarily represent those of the 
Greensboro Power Squadron or USPS, 
but they might. 
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2017 Squadron Patrons 

 Ron and Anna Pitman           “Anna Bee” 

 Ralph and Berry Stout           “BerryGood Too” 

 Leif and Anneli Johansson    “EZ Living”  

 Mike and Carolyn Hackett  "Hattitude"  

 David and Sue Shultz    “Iron Jenny”, “SeaMore” 

 Mack and Vinnie Gordy         "Optional Ncessity” 

 Jerry Newton    “Petey” 

 Larry and Pat Freeze  “Pelecanus” 

 Keith and Kendra Bulla  “Whisper” 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

May Birthdays 

If you would like to make a donation, please make your check (of at least $25)  payable to  
The Greensboro Power Squadron, write Squadron Patron on the memo line,  

and send the check to  

Lt/C Todd Ring,  6605 Stonecroft Dr.,   Oak Ridge,  NC  27310. 

 
 

 
Membership Meeting 

 
Monday, June 12, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice to Mariners 

 

    

    

   5 Mack Gordy 
 

20 Ralph Gorell 

 16 Dick Howe, Jr. 23 Betty Colson 

    

    
             30    James Perry 
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Cdr Hardy Spence, AP 

 

 How to avoid dangers when paddling a kayak or a canoe 
 
1)  Learn about obstacles and issues before you paddle out.  It is important to get good,   
 reliable information about the water bodies you are paddling in before you set out. 
 Other paddlers, Park Rangers, and the internet are good reliable sources for this 
 information. 
 
2)  Keep an eye on the wind and current direction. 
     Currents that carry you away faster than you can paddle should be avoided as  
 well as winds that can have the same effect. 
 
 3) Avoid obstacles. 
      One needs to be on the lookout for limbs, slippery rocks, deep mud, and tree limbs 
 near the shore. 
 
4)  Be careful of currents and obstacles. 
 
5) Keep away from weirs, dams, and other human created water control creations. 
 
6)  Be on the lookout for for low bridges. 
      If jammed under a low level bridge in a swift running current you can be in serious 
 trouble should the boat tip over. 
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Executive Officer 
P/D/C Mack Gordy, Jr. 

 

I have heard through the grapevine that we need more fun things to do in the 

squadron. Place your name on the list as a conch blower and the fun will begin. 

Greensboro will once again host the Conch Blowing Contest at the D/27 Rendezvous 

in Wilmington, NC on August 27
th
.  This event is open to all members in all squadrons. 

There will be several new categories this year.  

We are looking forward to having those that have never blown a conch to join the rest 

of us for this competition. Several squadron members with homes in the area of the 

rendezvous are opening them for this weekend to those that participate in the Conch 

Blowing Contest.  

We will hold our first practice at our house on Tuesday, June 13
th
 at 1830. We will have 

pizza, beer, wine and tea. To reserve your place to stay for the weekend, be sure to 

sign up at our next meeting and then attend the practice sessions. Please join us for a 

fun filled weekend.  

   Important Notice to All Committee Chairman 
 

          
Merit Mark recommendations are due within two weeks after each event.   

Send to P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP at mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  
Call Mack if you have questions. 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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Administrative Officer  
 Lt/C "Rob" Sutton, P 

 
      
 
 

I enjoy history and got to thinking about the history of one of our local waterways, the 
Haw River. 
 
The Haw River was first documented in 1709 by an English botanist named John 
Lawson as the “Hau” River.  After beginning north of Kernersville, the Haw River more or 
less follows the Guilford and Rockingham county lines before wandering through 
Alamance and Chatham counties and then joining New Hope Creek and becoming 
Jordan Reservoir 110 miles downstream. 
 
The early history of the Haw centered around the life of Native Americans, primarily the 
Sissapahaw Indians in todays' Alamance county.  Later when the textile industry began 
to boom in North Carolina, textile mills sprang up near Glenco, Saxapahaw, and the town 
of Haw River. 
 
The Haw is finding new life as a part of the Mountains to the Sea Trail follows the Haw 
River after leaving the Greensboro watershed trails as a combination of hiking and 
paddling trails from the Haw River State Park in northern Guilford county to the Jordan 
Lake Recreation Area. 
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Education Officer  
Lt/C Craig Cooper, AP  

  
 

 
 
It is about mid-way through the year and I thought I would update you on what we have so far: 
 

Re-Certified nine (9) Instructors in February 
 
Determined and set all Course Fees in February 
 
Planned for twelve (12) Advanced Courses and two ABC One-Day Courses 
 
Advertised USPS Education Courses through the Greensboro Boat Show 
 
Completed the Marine Communication Course in March with three (3) members 
 
Provided the ABC Course in April to nine (9) students, including one (1) member 
 
Started a Seamanship Course in May to five (5) students, including three (3) members 
 
Advertising our 2

nd
 ABC One-Day Course on June 17 

 
Posted on National USPS website Greensboro’s upcoming Course offerings through August 
 

If you don’t see the course offering that you want or need, please by all means let me know about it. 
Class instruction with experienced teachers and the sharing of questions among students is always 
best, but there is also the ability for you to “self-study” a course and accomplish what you need. 
Thanks to folks like Jerry Newton, III, SN- ASEO and many others, you and your friend’s boating 
education can be advanced or refreshed! 
 
Let me hear from you this summer! 
 
May you have fair skies and gentle winds! 
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 June Membership Program 

 

 

Join us in Welcoming Rev. Myron W. Wilkins.  Mr. Wilkins is the 
Executive Director of the Greensboro Urban Ministry.  He will discuss 
the many services the Ministry provides to our community. 

A Very Special THANK YOU to our Friends   
at the  O HENRY HOTEL for Their Support 
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“News From National” 
 

United States Coast Guard Headquarters 
Inspections and Compliance Directorate                     
Washington, DC 
May 12, 2017 
 
 
Safety Alert 04-17 
 
 
Whether at Work or at Play Remember it’s a Shared Waterway.   
Know the Navigation Rules and enjoy your day! 
 
This Safety Alert reminds all operators of power-driven, sail, and human propelled vessels of the 
importance of maintaining a sharp look-out while on a shared waterway and recommends that all 
recreational boaters carry a DSC-VHF marine radio in order to communicate with other vessels. 
 
Recently a catamaran type passenger ferry collided with a group of kayakers on a busy 
metropolitan waterway. The incident occurred during late afternoon while the sun was low on the 
horizon with an angle of about 15 degrees and the ferry was heading westerly into the sun’s 
glare.  The ferry had just begun its voyage and was operating at about 20 knots across the 
waterway while a group of kayakers was ahead of the ferry and heading south.  The low angle of 
the sun created significant glare on the water, obstructing the ferry operator’s view of the kayakers 
who were within the reflected light. The kayakers did not have a DSC-VHF marine radio with them 
and they were unable to hail the ferry. The ferry subsequently collided with multiple kayaks 
resulting in two serious injuries.  
 
It is critical that all mariners, including recreational boaters, have a good working knowledge of the 
Navigation Rules before venturing out into a shared waterway.  Commercial and recreational 
vessel operators need to know their responsibilities including the Steering and Sailing Rules, 
Conduct of Vessels in Sight of One Another, and Conduct of Vessels in Restricted Visibility.  They 
also need to recognize the nautical lights and shapes and understand the sound and light signals 
that may be encountered in order to take appropriate actions to prevent collisions.  
 
It is also critical that recreational boaters are able to communicate with all other vessels.  If unsure 
of another vessel’s intentions boaters need the ability to contact the other vessel on the radio in 
order to indicate their location and ask such questions as “Do you see me?” and “What are your 
intentions?”.  For more information on navigation rules and maritime communications please visit 
the USCG Navigation Center Website. 
 
Operators of marinas and rental facilities are encouraged to develop guidelines for safety briefings, 
required safety equipment and for outfitting guides and renters with maritime communication 
devices. For more information please visit RentalBoatSafety.com. 
  
There are many safety topics important to paddle sport enthusiasts.  Depending upon where you 
plan to paddle, the required skill sets may be minimal or they can be highly technical in 
nature.  Persons new to paddle sports will benefit from taking a paddle sports safety course and 
the knowledge gained will increase their enjoyment on the water.  An example of a free online 
course is located at boaterexam.com.  Training is also available from the American Canoe 
Association (ACA) and United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.  
 
 

http://rentalboatsafety.com/
http://boaterexam.com/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5ca6813693&view=att&th=15c64b404e0dbd6e&attid=0.1.1&disp=safe&zw
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Safety Alert 04-17 (continued) 
 
 
The Coast Guard strongly recommends that all paddle sport enthusiasts participate in boating safety 
education as well as taking paddle craft specific skills training.  Additionally, the following best 
practices should be considered every time before going out on the water: 
 
 
•           Always wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket 
•           Make yourself be seen (bright / contrasting clothing) 
•           Carry a sound producing device such as a whistle 
•           Carry a DCS-VHF radio 
•           Know your paddling limits 
•           Know the area where you will be operating 
•           Avoid paddling in main channels of busy waterways when possible 
•           Dress appropriately for the water temperature and forecasted weather 
•           Don’t paddle alone 
•           Tell a friend where you are going and when you will return - file a float plan. 
•           If you plan to be out after dark, you will be required to exhibit an all-round  light or have a  
           flashlight readily available 
•           Don’t drink alcohol and operate a boat or paddle craft 
 
 
The free Coast Guard Mobile App includes many resources including a function to file a float plan. 
 
Online information on Shared Waterways is available at TheSafeHarbors.us  
 
This Safety Alert is provided for informational purposes only and does not relieve any domestic or 
international safety, operational or material requirement.  Developed by the Office of Boating Safety 
and distribution purposes only and does not relieve any domestic or international safety, operational 
or material requirement.  Developed by the Office of Boating Safety and distributed by the Office of 
Investigations and Casualty Analysis, Washington DC.  Questions may be sent to HQS-PF-fldr-CG-
INV@uscg.mil. 

 

http://thesafeharbors.us/
mailto:HQS-PF-fldr-CG-INV@uscg.mil
mailto:HQS-PF-fldr-CG-INV@uscg.mil
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Test Your Mustang Life Jacket  
 

Stf/C Allan. B. Furtado, SN - National Safety Committee 

 
We are always told as a Vessel Examiner to wear our life jackets to project the idea of safety to the 
boating public.   I am sure that most VEs have done so over the past 8 years that we have had them. 
Now as we head into the boating season and all of the associated activities, I would suggest that the 
first thing a VE should do is examine and test his/her Mustang Inflatable life jacket.  It is suggested that 
this operation be performed every 2 to 3 months.  I bet you have not even done it once in the 8 years 
you have had the jackets. I am suggesting this exercise because we have found a few jackets that 
won't hold air.  If one of these is found I suggest that it be destroyed and disposed of because the total 
life expectancy is only 10 years.   
So how do we test our jacket?  Open it up along the Velcro seams as shown in Figure 1 until it looks 
like figure 2.  Then remove the cap on the oral inflation tube (shown in figure 2) and inflate the Life 
Jacket orally. 

 

                      
               Figure 1                                Figure 2 
 
 
Then keep the jacket inflated over night.  If it fails to hold air all night it is defective.  If it holds air ok, 
then reverse the oral inflation cap and compress the jacket to remove all of the air. Once deflated, 
replace the cap to its original position and fold the sides back and press the Velcro seams to hold the 
jacket together. 
Now if you happen to really need the jacket while doing a VSC (Heaven forbid you fall into the water) 

the life jacket would be known to be useable.   

“News From National” 
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Announcements 

Vessel Inspectors Needed 
 
 

Greensboro Power Squadron does not have any current  
Vessel Inspectors.   
 
We are looking for volunteers who wish to become an inspector.  
The training will be done in a classroom setting.  Inspectors will be 
certified as quickly as possible.   
 
Anyone interested, please contact P/C David Schultz, SN.  
schultzd@triad.rr.com 
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Preceding the monthly meeting on June 12 
join other GPS folks for dinner at  

  

Jason’s Deli 
Shops on Friendly 

 
Arrive between 6:00–6:15 PM for dinner and conversation before the  

Monthly Squadron Meeting.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
As you go through the line, look for familiar faces and join the group.   
This is a terrific way to get to know your fellow squadron members  

on a more up-close and personal level.    
Lots of laughs, great conversation, and no one has to cook!!  

See you there!   

 

 

 

 
 
Jed Norris and Karen Nussman will be providing our refreshments for 

the June Members Meeting. 
 
                                  Thanks Jed and Karen.  
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6/12/17                   Membership Meeting 
6/14/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
 
7/10/17                   Hummer-in-the-Summer – Bur-Mill Park 
7/12/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
7/15/17                   Blueberry Picking 
 
8/14/17                   Dessert Social 
8/16/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
8/25-27/17              D/27 Rendezvous – Wilmington, NC 
 
9/11/17                   Membership Meeting 
9/13/17                   Ex Com Meeting 
9/16/17                   Operation Big Sweep 
 
10/6-8/17                Bald Head Excursion 
10/9/17                   PC Happening 
10/11/17                 Ex Com Meeting 
10/29/17                 Ghost Walk – Greensboro, NC 
 
11/11 17                 Ladies Luncheon 
11/13/17                 Membership Meeting & Dirty Harry Night 
11/15/17                 Ex Com Meeting 
 
12/11/17                 Christmas Party 
12/13/17                 Ex Com Meeting 
 
1/6/18                     D/27 Officer Training 
1/8/18                     Annual Meeting 
1/10/18                   Ex Com Meeting 
1/20/18                   Change of Watch – O.Henry Hotel 
 
 
 

 

 

Schedule of Events 

 
We look forward to seeing you at our programs and events! 
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Karen Nussman, N 
5816 Bayleaf Lane 

Greensboro, NC 27455 
kwnussman1990@gmail.com 

Please deliver to: 

Petey, Iron Jenny, 
      Judith M 

       


