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Upcoming 

Events 
 

 

February 19-26, 2017 

2017 USPS Annual 

Meeting 

Orlando, FL 

 

 

 

March 17-19, 2017 

D27 Spring Council/

Conference/COW 

New Bern, NC 

 

 

 

August 25-26, 2017 

D27 Rendezvous 

Wilmington, NC 

 

 

 

September 11-16, 

2017 

USPS Governing 

Board 

Dallas, TX 

 

 

 

October 20-22, 2017 

D27 Fall Council/

Conference 

Durham, NC 

 

 

District Commander’s Message   

D/C Gene R. Alligood, AP 

S ince our last BITTS issue, Sharon and I will have officiated at five Squadron COW’s by 

the time you read this.  We were at the Tar River COW on December 2nd and installed 

Cdr. Stephen Thomas and his “Bridge”.  We were at Cape Fear on December 10th for Cdr. 

Abe Walston’s “Bridge” installation and we traveled to Durham on 

January 21st to install Cdr. Fred Cooke and his “Bridge”.  We were 

at Shallotte River January 28th and installed P/C Hugh Hayes and 

his “Bridge.  This is Hugh’s second time to serve as Commander of 

Shallotte River.  Many thanks to all of these Squadrons for their 

hospitality.  We will conduct the Fayetteville COW on February 4th 

where we will be installing the “Bridge” of Cdr. Ted Faber for 

another term of office.  Finally, we will be in Goldsboro for their 

COW on February 17th.  When the Goldsboro COW is completed, I 

will have visited every Squadron in District 27 at least once during 

my “term of service” on the D/27 Bridge.  It has been an experience 

I will always cherish.  

 

We held the D/27 Training Day in Cary on January 21st at the Resurrection Lutheran Church 

School after we had canceled on January 7th due to inclement weather.  We lost a few due to 

conflicts on the 21st; but we picked up a few new faces who could not make the training on 

the 7th of January.  Approximately 80 members registered for the day which included an 

overview of the new “OPS in 3” course which is a re-write of the old Operations Training.  

The old course took 2 days to deliver; the new one is 3 hours.  The best news I can deliver is 

that we had 18 members of D/27 take Leadership Development 101 on Thursday, Jan 5th 

and LD 102 on Friday, Jan. 6th.  P/D/C Harold O’Briant has informed me that all of these 

members have committed to take LD 103 in Orlando later this month.  Good job Harold. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  Sharon and I will attend the National Conference in 

Orlando February 23-26 at the Rosen Center where we will host a D/27 Hospitality Suite.  

When you arrive, find me or Sharon to get the Room Number.  We will take 3 First Place 

Winners from D/27 to the National Judging for the Boarman Poster Contest.  The D/27 

Spring Conference and COW will be held in New Bern at the DoubleTree by Hilton on 

March 17-19.  We have invited two guest speakers; Judge Douglas McCullough will speak 

about North Carolina’s most famous drug bust involving Manuel Noriega, and Lt. Chris 

Pulliam of USCG Air Station Elizabeth City Command will address the subject of Air/Sea 

Rescue on the Atlantic Seaboard.  Both of these speakers are “in demand” – you don’t want 

to miss their sessions.  We are moving some of the awards presentation to the Saturday 

Continued on Page 2 
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Luncheon to allow for entertainment following the 

Evening Banquet and COW on Saturday Evening.  We 

have engaged the “Martin-Davis Band” from Raleigh to 

provide live music and dancing – you asked for it, you got 

it.  These guys are good. 

 

The D/27 Summer Rendezvous will be held in 

Wilmington August 25-27.  The USPS Governing Board 

is in Dallas September 11-16.  The D/27 Fall Conference 

is in Durham October 20-22.  

 

District 27 Public Relations Officer David Stewart is 

looking for exhibits to be included in a Mini Expo for the 

Spring and Fall Conferences – contact David if your 

squadron can help.   

 

We are looking for donations for the “Silent Auction” at 

Spring Conference.  There is information in another 

article in this BITTS issue advising of our needs.  This is 

always a popular event – contribute if you can.  

 

This will be my last article in The BITTS as Commander 

of District 27.  It has been a journey and a wonderful 

experience.  I have received lots of advice and assistance 

along the way; so thank you to all who have come to my 

corner.  There are a few that I must recognize among 

whom are Chief Aide Connie Shay, Meetings Chair 

Sandie Howd and Commander’s Aide Sharon Alligood.  I 

could not have survived without their assistance.  I would 

be very remiss if I neglected to recognize D/Lt/C Greg 

Shay, Administrative Officer; Flag Lieutenant Burt 

Pearson, and P/D/C Harold O’Briant – these guys have 

been invaluable.  That’s all I can say – thanks guys. 

 

It has been my distinct pleasure to serve as District 

Commander of District 27 this past year.  Thank you for 

allowing me to serve in this capacity and for the honor 

you have bestowed upon me.  I will remember all of you 

for the rest of my life. 
 

 

COMMANDER From Page 1 

District Treasurer—Stf/C David C. McMahon, AP-IN 

T he financial condition of D27 continues to be strong 

and the funds necessary to finance the Fiscal 2016 

Budget can reasonably be 

anticipated.  The United States 

Power Squadrons Governing Board 

voted to increase the 2017 

Membership Year dues, 1 December 

2016 - 30 November 2017, by $2.00 

for single members and $3.00 for 

Family memberships.  The resulting 

new dues values for USPS National 

Dues are: Single Member: $53.00, 

Family Unit: $79.50.  District 27 

Assessment remains unchanged at 

twelve dollars and eighteen dollars respectively. 

 

e-POSTCARDS REMINDER — Again as a reminder  

to Squadron Treasurers, the IRS form 990 is due by the 

5th month, 15th day after the close of your fiscal year.  

USPS Headquarters wants to know that this report has 

been filed by submitting USPS form TR-1.  Please 

contact me if you have problems with the forms or other 

questions concerning this very important task. 

 

NEW MEMBER ASSESSMENTS — New member  

assessments for July- December, 2016 will be sent to all 

squadron treasurers. 

 

DISTRICT 27 EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT 

VOUCHER — A General Expense Voucher  for  non-

travel related expenses has been added to the Forms 

Section of the D27 Website under Treasurer after D27 

Officers Expense Report.  This form is needed to assist 

the Treasurer to properly categorize expenses and 

standardize documentation for reimbursement, and 

provide better information for the Audit Committee. 
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A s I write this article, it is hard to believe that we 

are nearing the end of another year for District 

27.  I have enjoyed serving as 

your Executive Officer and 

would like to thank the 

following members for serving 

as committee chairs/officers for 

D27’s Executive Department 

this year: 

 

Cooperative Charting Chair:  

Charles “Bo” Ibach 

Vessel Safety Check Chair:  Chris Payne 

Public Relations Chair:  David Stewart 

Radio Technical Officer/IT Chair: Stefan Ufer 

Safety Officer: John “Jack” Moore 

Liaison Officer:  Ken Link 

Homeland Security Officer: Ken Link 

 

WINTER TRAINING – Our training session this 

year was held once again at Resurrection Lutheran 

Church in Cary, NC, on January 21 rather than the 

scheduled date of January 7.  As mentioned earlier, 

the training session was rescheduled due to 

inclement weather.  Eleven squadrons were 

represented in the Executive Officer session with a 

total of fifteen members attending.  Thanks to all of 

you for taking on the responsibilities for your 

squadrons.   

 

CHANGES OF WATCH – I had the opportunity to 

visit with Lake Norman Sail and Power Squadron 

and to conduct their Change of Watch.  David and I 

greatly appreciate the hospitality shown to us by 

Commander Lou Schwartz, P/C Richard Todd, and 

the entire Lake Norman squadron.  We look forward 

to visiting with Cape Lookout Sail and Power 

Squadron and Raleigh Sail and Power Squadron for 

their Changes of Watch coming up soon. 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS – As Commander Alligood 

mentioned in his article, District 27 Public Relations 

Officer David Stewart is looking for exhibits to be 

included in a Mini Expo for the upcoming Spring 

Conference – please contact David at 

dstewart@stewaratgear.com as soon as possible if 

you are interested in participating. 

 

VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS – The new 2017 

stickers have been distributed and the squadron 

inspectors should be ready to begin a new year of 

vessel safety checks. Please contact D27 Vessel 

Safety Chair Chris Payne if you have not received 

your stickers.   

 

GEODETIC MARK RECOVERY PROGRAM – 

District 27 is certainly excelling in this program 

according to the USPS website.  Ten out of the top 

20 individual standings belong to our district.  The 

top two squadron standings within USPS go to 

Greensboro and Kinston.   And, overall, District 27 

is NUMBER ONE!!  Way to go everyone!! 

 

 

Hope to see you at the USPS annual meeting in 

Orlando at the end of February and the district 

meeting in New Bern March 17-19. 

 

District Executive Officer—D/Lt/C Paula F. Stewart, AP 

mailto:dstewart@stewaratgear.com
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T he 2016-2017 D27 fiscal year is winding down, 

and you will not see another “Bitts” article until 

May following our District Spring 

Council/Conference and Change of Watch.  So, this 

will be my last article as your 

District Administrative Officer 

and it has truly been an honor to 

serve.  Connie and I wish you all 

the best in the upcoming 

squadron, district, and national 

events for the coming new year. 

 

MEETINGS – On 28 January, I 

had the privilege to officiate as 

District Representative at the Rocky Mount Power 

Squadron Change of Watch.  It was a very special 

event at a unique venue, and Connie and I would like 

to thank the Rocky Mount Squadron, Ex-

Commander Linda Joyner, and Officer of the Deck 

P/C Chris Payne for their kind hospitality. I would 

also like to wish Commander Barbara Brunner best 

wishes for her new term of office.  I will have the 

honor of officiating at the Fort Macon and Pamlico 

squadron COWs on 11 February and 18 February 

respectively.  Following that, Connie and I will be 

attending the National Annual Meeting in Orlando 

and hope to see many of our friends and fellow 

associates there.  Just three weeks later is the District 

27 Spring Council/Conference and COW where we 

will gather on 17-19 March to conduct business, 

have fun, and elect/install new officers for the 2017-

18 year.  

 

WINTER TRAINING – District 27 conducted 

Winter Training for officers and other interested 

parties at the Resurrection Lutheran Church School 

in Cary.  The training had been moved from the 

original 7 January date to 21 January due to one of 

Mother Nature’s infrequent and untimely snow/ice 

events.  There were many fine training sessions on 

the agenda including four from the Administrative 

Department:   

 

Administrative Officers Training – This 

session was composed of three interactive segments.  

The first was “AO Jobs” presented by DAAO 

D/1st/Lt Pat Hakanson that included a list of useful 

resources.  That was followed by an update on the 

Speakers Bureau and Boaters Bureau.  The bureau 

lists location on the D27 website is 

www.uspsd27.org/links.  The last AOT segment was 

a presentation/workshop on “Great Squadron 

Events” led by D/Lt Lorraine Ryan where several 

good ideas were collected and shared later by e-mail 

with the attendees.  

 

Sea Scouts – Another lively Administrative 

session was provided by Sea Scouts Liaison Officer, 

D/Lt/C Bill Beers, on how your squadron can 

become involved with a Sea Scout Ship. Your 

squadron can either “sponsor” a Ship or be 

“associated” with a Ship. 

 

OPT in 3 – OT Chair, June Reasons, 

conducted an overview of a shorter Operations 

Training Course designed to be given in just three 

hours.  This well attended session provided 

background and incentive for this “meat and 

potatoes” option to the longer 8 hour OT training 

program. 

 

Boarman Youth Poster Contest – This 

session is discussed separately below. 

 

MEMBERSHIP – The 2016 District 27 year-end 

membership for our 20 squadrons stands at 1414 

total active members plus 20 junior members, and 12 

Apprentice/Sea Scouts.  Our district membership has 

been declining at a mostly linear pace since 2007 

with average loss of 62 members per year.  However, 

with some new national advertising initiatives, the 

support of your District, and some creative efforts 

within the squadrons, we are looking to a brighter 

future that will hopefully stem the tide or perhaps 

nurture growth again.  If you are a squadron looking 

for help to make it happen, D27 is here to serve.  As 

an incentive for accomplishment, the USPS 

Membership Growth Award is earned by squadrons 

and districts which have a retention rate of 87% and 

show an increase in membership.  Squadrons are 

categorized into four divisions based upon size at 

year-end.  The top three squadrons in each division 

District Administrative Officer—D/Lt/C Greg D. Shay, JN-ACN 

http://www.uspsd27.org/links
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and the top four districts are presented with the 

“Growth Award Certificate” during the USPS 

National Annual Meeting.  We are hoping to have 

some winners this year, and now is the time to start 

thinking about what your squadron can do to achieve 

growth/retention in 2017. 

 

BOARMAN YOUTH POSTER CONTEST – The 

D27 youth poster contest this year was a big success.  

BYPC Chair, D/Lt Barbara Beers, brought the youth 

posters collected from four D27 squadrons to Winter 

Training, and judging by those attending the event 

was conducted for three age class groups.  I am 

pleased to announce the winners here.  

 

Age Group 6-8:  First Place, Marley 

Rodriquez – Shallotte River Sail and Power 

Squadron; Second Place, Charlotte Wiley – New 

River Sail and Power Squadron; Third Place, Sarah 

Wright – New River Sail and Power Squadron.  

 

Age Group 9-11: First Place, Kennedy 

Cochran – New River Sail and Power Squadron, 

Second Place, Mercedes Price – New River Sail and 

Power Squadron; Third Place, Elyse Mulvaney – 

Shallotte River Sail and Power Squadron.   

 

Age Group 12-14:  First Place, Camrynn 

Sapp – New River Sail and Power Squadron; Second 

Place, Haley Munoz – New River Sail and Power 

Squadron; Third Place, Bailey Dana – Pamlico Sail 

and Power Squadron. 

 

 

 

 

First Place Age Group 6-8: Marley Rodriquez – 

Shallotte River Sail and Power Squadron 

 

 

 

 

First Place Age Group 9-11: Kennedy Cochran 

 – New River Sail and Power Squadron 

 

 

 

First Place Age Group 12-14: Camrynn Sapp 

 – New River Sail and Power Squadron 

 

 

Congratulations to the New River, Shallotte, and 

Pamlico squadrons on your winning entries!  Next 

stop for the D27 winning posters is the USPS Annual 

meeting in Orlando for National judging.  If you are 

down there, be sure to participate in the poster 

judging. 

 

 

Let’s be safe out there - both on and off the water! 

 



  

6 

District Educational Officer—D/Lt/C David H. Osmolski, SN-CN 

S pring is on the way. Boat shows are everywhere. 

People are buying boats. People are buying 

boats but are not buying EDUCATION. Every 

squadron in D/27 should be planning to present our 

ABC3 class, either the eight hour 

version or the two-day 16-hour 

version. 

 

One way to get the attention of 

first-time boaters and to reach 

boaters who realize they need 

some education is to advertise in 

a local daily or weekly 

newspaper. The weeklies are 

usually more receptive to publishing articles such as 

ours, and often being free, reach many more people 

than paid subscription papers. 

 

The following article is one of many sent out by the 

United States Power Squadrons’ Public Relations 

Committee. Permission is given to use the article in 

our advertising. If you DO use it please remember to 

give credit to the author. Boater education is the key 

to safer boating for everyone. 

 

WHO NEEDS BOATING CLASSES? 

EVERY BOATER! 

 

Published by the Marketing/ PR Committee 

United States Power Squadrons® 

With permission of Boating Times Long Island 

Contact Greg Scotten gscotten@comcast.net 

 

I’ve taken many boating classes already!   I’ve been 

boating for years!  Police on the waterways don’t 

check for licenses and it is not as if our waterways 

are as rigidly controlled as our roadways.  If I have 

boat trouble, I can always just pull into the nearest 

shop to get it fixed.   

 

We’ve all heard these excuses; however, we can 

never learn enough to stay out of trouble on the 

water.  Our waterways and boats are always 

changing and we need to make sure that our 

knowledge of them keeps pace.  The only way to do 

this is to continually improve our skills and 

knowledge.   

 

Look at marine electronics.  Today’s boaters have a 

rich array of instruments to help get them from point 

A to point B.  These instruments are getting more 

powerful, “sexier” and cheaper, too!  However, 

having a tool and using it effectively are two very 

different things  

 

Much of my career was spent in technology and my 

experience is that most “user manuals” are written 

for technologists, not for users!  I’ve found that they 

describe the basics, but they do not tell me how to 

get full use out of my investment.  What’s the 

solution?  Simple!  There are classes available to 

help boaters understand and use virtually any piece 

of electronic equipment.   

 

The famous Murphy’s Law tells us that if something 

can go wrong, it will!  We know the marine 

environment is especially harsh on electronics; it’s 

not uncommon for something to work perfectly 

today and not work tomorrow.    At some time 

during everyone’s on-board adventures, it will 

become necessary to revert to manual boating skills 

such as finding the way or getting an engine started.   

 

The question then is, “how can we make sure that we 

have a complete package of boating skills?”  The 

obvious answer is “education!”  To that end, we all 

need to keep taking classes that help us improve our 

boating skills.    

 

Winter is the perfect time to take classes. My 

favorite source is the United States Power 

Squadrons® (USPS).   Each course and seminar is  
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continually reviewed to make sure that its content is 

current and accurate. USPS volunteer instructors are 

certified, and seminars are usually given in two-hour 

sessions (full multi-module classes are longer).  

 

Already taken classes?  One solution is to volunteer 

as an instructional proctor.  Each time I help out with 

a class I’ve already taken, I either learn something 

new or reinforce the skills I already have.  Another 

solution is to take refresher classes.  Whatever you 

do to find the classes you need or want and 

whomever you take them with, follow the advice of 

the well-known athletic goods company and “JUST 

DO IT!” 

 

Finding a class is as simple as visiting our local 

newspaper or logging into www.usps.org. 

 

 

P/D/C Peter TenBrink 

Feature Writer 

Marketing/Public relations Committee 

United States Power Squadrons® 

 

District Secretary—D/Lt/C John E. Bagby, JN 

CALL FOR THE SPRING 

COUNCIL/CONFERENCE 2017 

 

This Call to Meeting is sent in accordance with the 

District Bylaws: 

 

ARTICLE 5 Meetings, Notices, and Quorums 

Section 5.6 Notice of any district 

meeting shall be sent by the 

secretary to members of the 

Council not less than 30 days 

prior to the date of a regular 

meeting . . . 

 

Posting on the District website 

and in the Carolina BITTS  

newsletter satisfies notice.  

Notice is hereby given that 

Annual Meeting of the United States Power 

Squadrons District 27 will be held on Saturday, 18 

March 2017, at Double Tree by Hilton - New Bern 

Riverfront (252) 638-3585, 100 Middle Street, New 

Bern, NC 28565 on March 17 - 19, 2017, for the 

purpose of acting on matters set forth below: 

 

I. To receive an act upon reports of officers and 

committees 

 

II. To elect Bridge Officers, members of the 

Executive and General Committee 

 

III. To consider and act upon any business property 

brought before this meeting 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John E (“JB”) Bagby JN-IN 

Secretary 

EDUCATION, Cont’d. 

http://www.usps.org
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L t Christopher Pulliam is currently the Rotary 

Wing Standardization Officer and a Flight 

Examiner at AIRSTA Elizabeth City.  He is 

responsible for the training and development of 22 

pilots through the employment of four aircraft and 

more than 2,800 program flight hours. 

 

Lt Pulliam is a 2002 graduate of Perquimans County 

High School in Hertford, NC.   He graduated from 

the Naval Academy Preparatory School in 2003 and 

graduated from the United States Coast Guard 

Academy in 2007 with a Bachelor of Science in 

Government.  Prior to his current assignment, he 

served as a Deck Watch Officer on board CGC 

DEPENDABLE, based out of Cape May, NJ.  Other 

assignments include tours at SECTOR Columbia 

River/AIRSTA Astoria as a MH-60J/T pilot in 

Astoria, OR. 

 

Lt Pulliam's personal awards 

include two Coast Guard 

Achievement Medals and 

numerous other individual 

and unit awards.  

 

Lt Pulliam is a native of 

Hertford, NC, is married to 

Mrs. Sarah Pulliam of 

Verona, VA and they have 

one daughter, Amelia. 

 

Saturday Speaker —Lt Christopher Pulliam 

SPRING CONFERENCE AND CHANGE OF WATCH IN NEW BERN 3/17 – 3/19 

 

Y ou don’t want to miss the upcoming Spring Conference to be held at the DoubleTree by Hilton on the 

Water, in New Bern,NC. 

For information about registering and to review the Agenda in this issue of The Carolina BITTS, or go to our 

District Website at www.uspsd27.org.  Click on Calendar and scroll down to find the Conference Information. 

Don’t miss the welcome reception on Friday.  Always good to see old 

friends and make new ones. 

We have great speakers lined up for Saturday morning, spouses 

coffee and an historical tour of New Bern for those interested. 

Most awards will be presented at the Awards Luncheon on Saturday.  

This change will allow us to have live music at the evening banquet 

for your listening and dancing pleasure.  Music is by the Martin-

Davis Band from Raleigh.  These guys are really talented and 

perform a wide range of music you are sure to enjoy. 

 

Come to New Bern 

http://www.uspsd27.org
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Shhhhhhhhh………   

It’s time for another Silent Auction 
 

Dear D/27 Commanders and Squadron Members: 

A s the Spring Council/Conference approaches we are requesting the 

donation of an item that can be used in our Silent Auction.  Since 

members look forward to this activity, and the 

funds raised support the meeting’s activities, 

we hope that you or a representative will be 

able to bring something that can be displayed 

Friday and awarded to the highest bidder on 

Saturday.  The items can be new, old, hand-

made, or combined with other items (baskets of 

wine and goodies have been donated in the 

past) that our members would enjoy owning.   

 

When donating an item, please email a description of the item with an 

estimation of its worth, as well as a starting bid, and the name of your 

Squadron to donnawalsh@embarqmail.com before March 10, 2017.  This 

information is used at the auction table to record the bids. 

 

mailto:donnawalsh@embarqmail.com


  

11 

 



  

12 

 



  

13 

Editor: P/C Paula Schubert, AP 

3101 Doubleday Place 

Durham, NC  27705 

E-mail: editor@uspsd27.org 

 

Carolina BITTS is published four times a year by 

District 27, a unit of The United States Power 

Squadrons®. Articles in the BITTS reflect the 

opinion of the author. The USPS® and District 27 

are not responsible for editorial comment. 

D27 Spring Council/Conference/Change of Watch 

March 17-19, 2017 

    Commander: Gene R. Alligood, AP 

252-946-5720 

commander@uspsd27.org 

 

DEO: David H. Osmolski, SN-CN 

 704-321-3441 

educationofficer@uspsd27.org 
 

Secretary: John E. Bagby, JN 

252-726-5335 

secretary@uspsd27.org 

Executive Officer: Paula F. Stewart, AP 

704-865-3355 

executiveofficer@uspsd27.org 

 

Administrative Officer: Greg D. Shay, JN-

ACN 

919-387-9876 
administrativeofficer@uspsd27.org 

 

Treasurer: David C. McMahon, AP-IN 

919-870-5661 
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DISTRICT BRIDGE 2016-2017 

  ADSEO: Julie Canny, AP      Asst. Secretary: Dawn A. Gaskill, AP 

            910-457-6124                        336-785-0996 

                assistantDEO@uspsd27.org                                                                       assistantsecretary@uspsd27.org 

 

         Asst. Admin:  Patricia W. Hakanson, SN        Asst. Treasurer:  H. Lynn Dail, SN 

          704-288-6734           919-636-5855 

       assistantadministrativeofficer@uspsd27.org          assistanttreasurer@uspsd27.org 
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