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Events
January 20, 2018
D27 Training
Resurrection Lutheran
Church
Cary, NC

February 18-25, 2018
USPS Annual Meeting
Orlando, FL

March 16-18, 2018
D27 Council/
Conference/COW
Hilton Garden Inn
Cary, NC

June 8-9, 2018
District Rendezvous
New Bern, NC
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District Commander’s Message
D/C Paula F. Stewart, AP

W

hat a wonderful time we had at our District 27 Fall Council/Conference in
October! A HUGE “thank you” goes to Commander Connie Shay and the
Raleigh Sail and Power Squadron for hosting this event and to V/C Gary Cheney
for serving as the Chief Commander’s Rep! Thanks also to the Doubletree Inn by
Hilton in Durham for their wonderful food and accommodations and to our
speaker, Ben Casey, for a superb program on Saturday. And
last, but certainly not least, thanks to each one of you who
attended. From all the feedback that I have received, a good
time was had by all!
USPS FALL GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
Fall Governing Board Meeting was held in Dallas, Texas,
September 10-17. David and I were able to attend and I must
say that District 27 was very well represented. A special
thank you goes to Connie Shay, Judy Alter, Marvin Chaney,
Mary Chaney and David Stewart for all of their help in our
hospitality suite on Friday evening!
WINTER TRAINING 2018
Once again, our District 27 Winter Training will be held in Cary at the
Resurrection Lutheran Church School. There will be breakout sessions for current
and/or incoming squadron bridge officers on January 20, 2018. Please make every
effort to attend this meeting especially if you are new to your position. This will
be a perfect opportunity for you to meet your fellow squadron officers and
hopefully learn something, too! In addition to the officer training, we are offering
sessions on DB 2000 (beginners and advanced users), a Membership A-Z
workshop, Co Op Charting and Geodetics workshops, and a session for the new
“America’s Boating Club” rebranding. The agenda and registration form are
included later in this issue.
Continued on Page 2

COMMANDER From Page 1

David and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year!! Hope to see you at the D27
Training in January and the USPS Annual Meeting
in Orlando in February!

SQUADRON CHANGES OF WATCH
Changes of Watch assignments for the district bridge
officers are in the process of being made. If you have
not notified me of your COW date, please do so as
soon as possible. The district bridge officer assigned
to your squadron will be contacting the squadron
commander for the details of your watch.
USPS ANNUAL MEETING
The USPS Annual Meeting is scheduled for
February 18-25, 2018 at the Rosen Centre Hotel in
Orlando, Florida. District 27 will once again be
hosting a reception at this meeting on Friday
evening. Please make plans to join us. There are
lots of things to do in Orlando, the weather is usually
good, and it is a great time to visit with old friends
and hopefully make some new ones, too!

Homeland Security —D/Lt Joe Fazarri, JN

W

ith the holiday season now in full swing,
many of us look forward to taking time off to
do some traveling. If the travel includes a foreign
country it’s a good idea to check with the US State
Department to see areas that might present a danger
to visit. The US State Department issues updated
“Alerts” and “Warnings” to keep the American
public aware of locations to be considered when
doing your planning. If you are not clear as what the
terms “Alerts” and “Warnings” mean, here is the
State Department’s definition of them as well as a
link to their site so that you can see if a specific
location is on either list.

crime or violence, or frequent terrorist
attacks. We want you to know the risks
of traveling to these places and to
strongly consider not going to them at
all. Travel Warnings remain in place
until the situation changes; some have
been in effect for years.


We issue a Travel Alert for short-term
events we think you should know about
when planning travel to a country.
Examples of reasons for issuing a Travel
Alert might include an election season
that is bound to have many strikes,
demonstrations, or disturbances; a health
alert like an outbreak of H1N1; or
evidence of an elevated risk of terrorist
attacks. When these short-term events
are over, we cancel the Travel Alert.

Alerts and Warnings


Travel Alerts

Travel Warnings
We issue a Travel Warning when we
want you to consider very carefully
whether you should go to a country at
all. Examples of reasons for issuing a
Travel Warning might include unstable
government, civil war, ongoing intense

https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswar
nings.html.
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District Executive Officer—D/Lt/C Greg D. Shay, JN-ACN

I

t is hard to believe that 2017 will be gone in a
wink, and we will soon be ushering in a new year
with some exciting events to look forward to
including D27 Winter Training
in January, the USPS Annual
Meeting/COW in February, the
D27 Annual Meeting/COW in
March,
and
the
D27
Rendezvous not far behind in
June! The year has been a
memorable one with strong
hints that change is coming to
our USPS organization.

Executive Department. Marketing is at the forefront
of where our organization is going, having recently
researched and defined target groups for
current/future membership and launched a campaign
with National leadership support, to transition our
external identity to America’s Boating Club. At the
Fall Conference session, I showed selected identity
transition slides from those presented by the
Marketing Committee at the National GBM
Commanders/XOs meeting. At the Town Hall
Meeting that followed, National Rep V/C Gary
Cheney asked those in attendance what they thought
about the new marketing direction - nearly all raised
their hands in agreement that transition to America’s
Boating Club was a desirable/necessary thing to do.

USPS GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
Connie and I attended the United States Power
Squadron’s National Governing Board in Dallas Sept
12-17. This was a somewhat lighter attended
meeting partly due to Hurricane Irma that struck
Florida and some gulf states just a couple weeks
prior resulting in some understandable cancellations.
There were some key take home messages from the
meeting. Perhaps the most prominent of which was
an aggressive marketing program announced for
promoting USPS to the public as “America’s
Boating Club”. One other was a resolution under
consideration/construction for struggling squadrons
that would provide some relief from the
requirements of a full bridge and other obligations as
an option to a squadron folding.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

At the USPS 2017 Annual Meeting, the Public
Affairs Committee (PAC) was formed by
consolidation of the former Government and Partner
Relations Committee, the Public Relations
Committee, and Program Partner Relations
Committee. As a result, the PAC currently has 60+
members, but that number will be reduced over time.
District 27 has several District Executive Department
Committees now associated with the PAC including
Public Relations (Connie Shay, Officer/Chair),
Liaison (Ken Link, Chair/Officer), Homeland
Security (Joe Fazzari (Chair/Officer), and Legislative
(Tom Taylor Chair/Officer).
We thank these
individuals and their committees for their service.
There may be some realignment of district
committees with national in future.

D27 FALL C/C AND MARKETING
COMMITTEE
In September, we also attended – and I as an officer
participated in - the D27 Fall Conference in Durham.
Attendance was also down some at this meeting, but
all who attended seemed to have a great time. Thank
you, Raleigh Squadron and committee chair,
Commander Connie Shay, for hosting this event.
Although D27 does not have a marketing committee,
National does have a very active Marketing
Committee that is one of 6 committees within the

VSC / SAFETY
Due to the recent hurricanes, the Safety Committee
extended the deadline to submit the ANSC 7012
forms from October 30 to November 30. Some
locations had communication problems and the
Safety Committee wanted to enable all to participate.
Other than the date, the process remained the same.

See EXECUTIVE on Page 4
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EXECUTIVE, From Page 3

D27 WINTER TRAINING AND USPS ANNUAL
MEETING

and Barbara Beers, Lorraine Ryan, Connie Shay,
Hugh Hayes, Chris Payne, and Robert Bruner.

Although the agenda is still being developed, Winter
Training is less than a month away and will be held
again at Cary Resurrection Lutheran on 20 January.
For those who will be incoming squadron or district
Executive Officers and any Chairs/Officers within
that department, there will be a one-hour Executive
Office training session. This is your opportunity to
learn all about your office and for related Q&A. As
current DXO, I will be there presiding. For those
interested in two of our most popular Civic Service
activities, at Winter Training will be sessions on
Coop Charting/Geodetic Recovery presented by
National Coop Charting Committee member Stf/C
Charles (Bo) Ibach and D27 Executive Department
Coop Charting Chair Lt/C Brevard Meyers. Come
find out what this fun-filled public service activity is
all about and how to do it.

HOMELAND SECURITY

If you are attending the National Annual Meeting in
Orlando, I will have the honor of presenting “The
Joy of Geodetics” on Friday, 23 Feb in a 2-hour
morning seminar sponsored by the National Coop
Charting Committee. Q&A and on-line demos will
be included by NCCC staff. This presentation will
be a variation on the PowerPoint presentation that
received the Carl C. Menken Commander’s Cup
Award for Computer Presentation Media awarded to
the Raleigh Sail and Power Squadron at the Fall
GBM in Dallas. Versions of that presentation have
been given to three D27 squadrons and is on the D27
Speaker’s Bureau list.

D27 2018 RENDEZVOUS

There is a separate article in this issue of The BITTS
by D/Lt Joe Fazarri, D27 Homeland Security Officer
D27 SQUADRON COWS
Although nearly all D27 squadrons have different
fiscal years beginnings (Dec-Mar), it is that time
when most will be installing a new slate of officers
for the coming fiscal year. Connie and I will be soon
be visiting three D27 squadrons where, as District
Representative, I will have the honor to help conduct
their Changes of Watch (COWs) – Southport (13
Dec), Cape Fear (15 Dec), and Shallotte River (27
Jan). We are looking forward to participating in
these special events.

Sneak Peak – the 2018 District Rendezvous will be
held in New Bern, NC on June 8-9. Thank you,
Cape Lookout Sail and Power Squadron, for hosting
this event. The weather this time of year can be
great and New Bern has so much to offer for visitors.
This is shaping up to be a really fun and activityfilled event that you will not want to miss. More
specific information will be shared in January at
Winter Training and at the March COW.

D27 PUBLIC RELATIONS
Public Relations Chair, Connie Shay would like to
thank the following people for having Mini-Expo
displays at the D27 Fall Conference in Durham - Bill
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District Treasurer—D/Lt/C H. Lynn Dail, SN

F

or the remainder of 2017, the D27 Treasurer’s
Department is anticipating a very busy time.
First, D/1st Lt Barbara Beers has transmitted to
squadrons who have enlisted
new members during the
period of July through
September 2017, the new
member assessments. Barbara
has implemented a new
system that bills squadrons on
a quarterly bases rather than
semi-annually. I appreciate
the work that Barbara has put
forth into this new system. I
have
already
received
payments from many of the squadrons for their new
members. Next quarter, D/1st Lt Beers will send out
invoices to squadrons enlisting members between
October and December 2017.

session for current or incoming squadron treasurers
will focus on the duties of squadron treasurers. I
hope to see a number of treasurers for this important
session. If you are a new treasurer, please make
attending this session your top priority. Also, you
will be in good company with your fellow squadron
treasurers and hopefully learn more about the job.
Finally, I have been informed that I will have the
honor to conduct Change of Watch ceremonies for
Winston-Salem and Fort Macon squadrons. This
will be my very first time to act in such a capacity. I
am truly honored to install the officers of these
squadrons and I look forward to meeting everyone.
I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and
the Happiest of New Year. I look forward to seeing
everyone in Raleigh in January.

I’m preparing for the January 20, 2018 D27 Winter
Training to be held in Raleigh, NC. The Treasurer’s
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District Administrative Officer—D/Lt/C Pat Hakanson, SN
The job of the committee is not to write the content
of the courses but to format it for use.

INTRODUCTION
As I sit here writing this on the day after
Thanksgiving, I am looking forward to turkey
leftovers for lunch. How does warm turkey with
gravy over toast sound?? Yum.
I am also planning my side dish
for
the
Charlotte
Power
Squadron
Christmas
party.
People seemed to like my
creamed onions last year, so
maybe I will bring them again.

Looking to the future they are doing three things:
1. They are taking a course like Seamanship and
breaking the content into chapters so that it can be
used in multiple formats i.e. in a book for a
classroom course, in an e-book, in a seminar, in an
online course, in a webinar etc.
2. They are going to on-demand printing. What does
that mean? It means we can update content chapter
by chapter instead of a whole book at a time??
Brilliant!!! That means no old inventory sitting on a
shelf in the warehouse.
3. They are expanding the Instructor Guide to give
much more help to the instructor. And here I want to
mention that Stf/C Bill Beers, JN (Catawba Sail and
Power Squadron) who is on the committee has done
a great job in creating a template for this Instructor
Guide.

As much as I enjoy the delicious
food at our events and parties, I
find the fellowship delicious as
well and I look forward to chatting with old and new
friends alike. I am sure that each of you has found
the same to be true as we share so many things in
common with our fellow Squadron members. What
a great organization to be part of.
Now I wish to send greetings to each member of
District 27 for a fun-filled family holiday season.
Safe boating everyone!!!!

I am excited to see what the Publishing Committee is
doing because I can see how it is preparing our
wonderful materials for the future. Millennials do not
want to take a class room course. They only want
the information they need at the moment. These
formats will do the job. Brilliant!!

REFLECTION
It is not often apparent from the Squadron level how
hard national is working on improving our
organization and our educational materials.

RECOGNITION
It was our privilege to present two awards at the D27
Fall Conference. First V/C Gary Cheney, SN
recognized the Catawba Sail and Power Squadron
for winning the National MIRA award. Then
DAAO, D/1st/Lt Hugh Hayes, JN and I presented
them with the D27 Growth Award. And finally I
turned to Cdr Hayes and presented him with the D27
Membership Retention Award for the Shallotte River
Sail and Power Squadron. As you well know,
membership growth and membership retention does
not occur by accident. It is the result of lots of hard
work. Congratulations for a job well done!!

For years I have been proud of our Educational
Department and how they have continued to update
our courses and make them current. It is not an easy
job for volunteers to do.
Because of my interest in Education I attended the
Publishing Committee meeting at the Fall Governing
Board. (And with permission from our District
Educational Officer, I want to share that experience.)
The Publishing Committee Chairman is a friend of
mine: R/C V. Jan Wright, SN from Tybee Light Sail
and Power Squadron. And boy was I impressed with
her work and that of her committee members.
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The Rendezvous in Wilmington
Was full of fun for everyone

REMINDERS
1: January 20th: Squadr on Admin officer s
are heartily encouraged to attend the District Winter
Training. We will be working hard to prepare
content worth your trip to Cary for the event.

Against a sky of sterling blue
Two Ensigns flew above our crew
To captain, guard and glory old
Each officer’s salute was bold

2: January 20th: Deadline for the entr y of
posters for the Youth Poster Contest is at the Winter
Training. While at this meeting they will be judged
and the winners announced.

And then my narrative did turn
To telling of awards well earned

3: One new member benefit is the discount
USPS members will receive when they travel with
the Road Scholars (formally known as the Elder
Hostel).

Catawba and its lively folk
A MIRA first—a masterstroke
The plan ahead was for the fall
A speaker proven to enthrall

REPRISE

The NC Waters was his theme
His vivid tales explored each stream

At the D27 Fall Conference our District Commander
asked the Bridge officers to present a report that was
a short one minute review of our September BITTS
article. In order to make it a ‘bit’ more entertaining, I
wrote a poem. Many seemed to enjoy it and several
asked if I would reprint it in this month’s BITTS. So
here it is once again.

An invitation to take part
Submitting such a work of art
That posters of our youth can see
The value of community

Today’s report I give to you
Will be from BITTS a short review

Then onto benefits galore
One special perk, the Depot store

A classic tale of things gone by
Of deeds well done identified

And then a list of boating fun
Was all she wrote and now I’m done.

Some recognition given at the Fall Conference
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District Educational Officer—D/Lt/C David H. Osmolski, SN-CN

T

he Holiday season has begun in earnest!
Thanksgiving is behind us, along with “Black
Friday”, “Cyber Monday” and all the other sales
gimmicks our free markets can come up with. Buying and
giving gifts in the holiday season is a longstanding
tradition. One gift I have never seen
mentioned is the gift of education.

The promotion can be as simple or as elaborate as the
SEO desires and the net result will be more safe and
knowledgeable boaters in your area.
The months following the frantic days of holiday
celebration are days of change … Change of Watch, that
is. NomComm chairs, you must send an ED-80 form
announcing your nominations of SEOs and ASEOs to the
District Educational Officer. The DEO will approve or
discuss your choices before approval and send the
approval to headquarters. This document then assures
your SEO and ASEO access to records of your squadron
members who have taken and passed courses, as well as
ensuring the ability of the SEO to fill out and print
certificates of completion. Even if your SEO and ASEO
are re-runs, the form needs to be filled out and sent. I
have received less than half the ED-80 forms needed
from D/27. Please send yours in today.

Many squadrons have gift “cards”
to be published in the squadron
newsletter. Many Christmas parties
have gift exchanges. But no one
seems to think of education as an
appropriate gift.
My suggestion this season is to give
a gift of a course taught by your squadron’s educational
department. The process goes like this:
1. The SEO publishes a list of courses to be taught in the
New Year in the squadron newsletter. Included are details
of the course and a coupon to be mailed to the SEO along
with a check for the costs.

Finally, new bridge members should make an effort to
attend the Winter Training Session. The details are in this
edition of The BITTS. Things learned in this one-day
session will serve the new, and returning, squadron
Bridge Officers well during the upcoming squadron year.

2. The SEO will then send a voucher to the purchaser for
admission to the class(es) which can be enclosed in a card
to the gift recipient.

Some Education Awards presented at the D27 Fall Conference
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District Secretary—D/Lt/C Dawn A. Gaskill, AP

H

ere we are in the middle of the busiest time of
the year! There is shopping to do, parties to
attend and, of course, the reason for the holidays …
church services to attend. Everyone says that after 1
January, folks tend to experience a letdown from all
the activity. That is where USPS
comes in! With the exception of
six Squadrons and the District,
the majority of the Changes of
Watch are held in January. Your
Squadron’s Change of Watch
will help transition you from the
hustle and bustle of the holidays
to the less frenetic winter
routine.

and back from your home in one day for most
anyone. The purpose of the Winter Training Session
is to help prepare the incoming Squadron Bridge
Officers to do their jobs in the coming year. In
addition to those jobs within the Squadron, there are
responsibilities to District and National that each
Bridge officer must be aware of and prepared to
execute. You will learn these things in these
sessions. Each D/27 Bridge Officer will conduct a
session explaining the responsibilities of your office
on the Squadron Bridge.
Even if this is your second or third year you never
know what you may have missed in changes. I find
the more I do the more questions I have. Each D/27
Bridge Officer will conduct a session explaining the
responsibilities of your office on the Squadron
Bridge. I find, also, in these meetings you meet
people you can hopefully relate to, doing the same
job. Please plan to attend, even if you’re recycled.

The Communications department has just completed
their evaluations. The USPS Communications
Committee has an extensive checklist (actually two one for websites and one for newsletters) which they
use when evaluating newsletters and websites. When
the evaluation is complete, that checklist is sent to
the editor or webmaster, whichever is appropriate.
For those few D27 squadrons which did not receive
the Award(s), the squadron officers may want to
consult with the editor or webmaster in order to
determine what steps or assistance may be in order
to improve the chances of receiving the Award next
year. This is something you may wish to explore
during our Training Session coming up in January.

For incoming Secretaries for next year you may
wish to view this link for information on your
position.
From the Operations Manual:
https://www.usps.org/national/ot/presentations/Nom
Com_Operations_Manual_Selections.pdf

To all Commanders, please encourage your bridge to
participate by carpooling. This can keep costs down
and enjoy the buddy system. We look forward to
you joining us in Cary on January 20, 2018.

For those of you shouldering the jobs of Squadron
Bridge Officers, is an activity in January we
encourage you to join. It is the winter training
session. Cary, NC is mid state and easily driven to
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Scenes from the 2017 D27 Fall Conference
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Resurrection Lutheran Church and School
Welcomes
USPS District 27’s 2018 Annual Training Session
Resurrection is located at 100 W. Lochmere Dr, Cary, NC 27518.

There are 4 parking levels with handicap parking reserved at the top level. There is an elevator for those who need
assistance getting to the second floor conference rooms.

Primary Entrance for D27 Winter Training Session is at the Family Life Center Lobby.
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D27 Training Session
January 20, 2018
AGENDA
Time

Activity

Room

Presenter______

0830-0900

Registration
Light snacks and drinks provided

Entrance Foyer

D/Lt Sandie Howd, AP

0900-0915

A Welcome and Overview

Gym

D/C Paula Stewart, AP

SMALL GROUP SESSIONS
B Membership – A to Z Workshop
C Executive Officers
D “Aides in Action”
E Commanders
F Co-Op Charting/Geodetic Workshop
(Part 1)

Gym
Room 240
Room 251
Room 133
Room 151

Stf/C Robert Howd, JN
D/Lt/C Greg Shay, JN
Cdr Connie Shay, S
D/C Paula Stewart, AP
Dt/L Brevard Myers, SN
Stf/C Bo Ibach, SN

Room 133
Room 240
Room 251

D/Lt/C David Osmolski, SN
D/Lt/C Lynn Dail, SN
D/Lt Stefan Ufer, AP
Stf/C Robert Howd, JN
D/Lt Brevard Myers, SN
Stf/C Bo Ibach, SN

0920-1020

1030-1130

SMALL GROUP SESSIONS
G Education Officers
H Treasurers
I DB 2000 Workshop (Beginners)
J Co-Op Charting/Geodetic Workshop
(Part 2)

Room 151

1140-1210

K America’s Boating Club Rebranding

Gym

Tammy Brown, USPS

1210-1240

L Lunch

Gym

Cdr Connie Shay/Aides

SMALL GROUP SESSIONS
M Administrative Officers
N Secretaries
O DB 2000 Workshop (Advanced)

Room 240
Room 133
Room 251

D/Lt/C Pat Hakanson, SN
D/Lt/C Dawn Gaskill, AP
D/Lt Stefan Ufer, AP
Stf/C Robert Howd, JN

Closing Remarks

Gym

D/C Paula Stewart, AP

1250-1350

1400-1430

12
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