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Notice to Mariners
Membership Meeting
Change of Location to
Centenary Methodist Church
March 14
Our new Commander will deliver her “Over the Bow” words and
Paul Long will present the program on the sailing trip from Barbados
through the Panama Canal accompanied by his wife, Dawn, Peter and Jill
Tourtellot, and Dan and Carol Kelly. Come and enjoy their adventure!

March Birthdays
03 Mike Hackett

16 Craig Cooper

05 Keith Bulla

22 Carolyn Hackett

08 Michael Stokes

28 Pat Freeze

2015 Squadron Patrons






Ralph and Berry Stout “BerryGood Too”
Woods McGinn “Blue Moon”
Leif and Anneli Johansson “EZ Living”
Mike and Carolyn Hackett "Hattitude"
David and Sue Schultz “Iron Jenny” “SeaMore”







Mack and Vinnie Gordy "Optional Necessity"
Larry and Pat Freeze “Pelacanus”
Jed and Brenda Norris “Reel Crazy”
John and Sally Oberholtzer “Sally O”
Keith and Kendra Bulla “Whisper”

If you would like to make a donation, please make your check(of at least $25) payable to
The Greensboro Power Squadron, write Squadron Patron on the memo line,
and send the check to

Lt/C Todd Ring, 6605 Stonecroft Dr., Oak Ridge, NC 27310.
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Cdr Anneli Johansson, AP

Finally March and with that we hope spring weather. This is the month when our boat comes out of
winter storage at Belews Lake. Another great boating season to which we look forward. Get your
boat ready for the water with a season scrub and shine. Before you shine, remove the grime!
Washing all the dirt off before polishing and waxing is critical to avoid scratching the finish. An
environmentally friendly boat soap takes care of removing the dirt deposited from air borne pollutants,
bird and insect droppings, as well as plain old dust. After everything has been washed and rinsed
thoroughly, use a genuine leather chamois to wipe away any standing water. Restoring the shine on
your hull is an easy task when using the appropriate tools and polishes. For gel coat finishes that are
not as faded, a ‘one step’ of application could be all you need. Once the wax has set up and is dry to
the touch, it is time to buff. Wipe off the residue with a circular motion using clean micro fiber cloths.
Gently hand buff the entire area to bring up a lustrous shine. Now stand back and enjoy the results of
your labor.
(from Boats Beaches and Bars)
Please remember that our Membership Meeting on March 14 th will not be at the First Lutheran
Church, but at the Centenary United Methodist Church on Friendly Ave (where we had our Christmas
Party).
Also the D/27 Spring Council/Conference and Change of Watch is on March 18-20 at the
Doubletree Hotel in Atlantic Beach, NC. On Saturday morning March 19 there will be a presentation
by the Salty Southeast Cruisers and a representative from the Coast Guard. Registration and Agenda
can be found on D/27 website www.uspsd27.org.
See you at our Membership Meeting and hopefully also in Atlantic Beach!

Preceding the monthly March 14th meeting,
join other GPS folks for dinner at

Jason’s Deli
Shops on Friendly
Arrive between 6:00–6:15 PM for dinner and conversation before the
Monthly Squadron Meeting. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.
As you go through the line, look for familiar faces and join the group.
This is a terrific way to get to know your fellow squadron members
on a more up-close and personal level.
Lots of laughs, great conversation, and no one has to cook!!
See you there!
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Executive Officer
Lt/C Hardy Spence, AP
Spring must not be to far away since D/27 is holding the Spring too late to get
a reservation in to attend. The hotel may be booked; however, there should be
ample lodging in the area. Some of the events include a Friday evening tour of
the Maritime Museum. Saturday events include a mini-expo, the Salty SE
Cruisers, a representative from the Coast Guard will be present, the ships store
from USPS will be set up as well as a dinner Saturday evening.

Congratulations to our own
P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP
upon the presentation of his
Life Member Award
at the
USPS Annual Meeting in Florida

All of those delicious refreshments served at our regular monthly
meetings are provided by generous members who volunteer to
bring food, drink, and decorations for all of us to enjoy. There are
still vacancies on this list for 2016 and volunteers are needed to
respond to Carol Kelly 288-9552 as soon as possible!

Volunteers needed for the April meeting!!
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Administrative Officer
Lt/C Peter Tourtellot

I am sure we will all be glad that February is behind us and we now enter March with
the hope we will return to normal as far as the weather is concerned. Today as I write
this column, the temperature is predicted to be 68 degrees and sunny. I know we still
can have bad weather, but hope springs eternal, and so I choose to think the month will
be good especially if we compare it to February and the cancelled change of watch and
EXCOM meeting.
The March meeting will be at the Centenary Methodist Church at the corner of Elam
and Friendly Avenue since our regular meeting location needs to setup for voting on
Tuesday March 8. The only problem this poses is that I must move the flags,
microphone and any other equipment to the new location. I forgot to read the fine print
in my job description!
As a reminder, all are invited to have dinner before the meeting at Jason’s Deli in the
Shoppes at Friendly at 6:00 pm, plenty of time to eat out with friends in the squadron. I
hope each of you will plan to attend.
In my very first article in the Breeze I told you where I worked and what I do, and now
you can be the first to know of my planned retirement. I have entered into an
employment agreement with the firm that allows me to work some and enjoy free time
as well. I will contine to do work on an as-needed basis starting this month. Now that
the weather is warming and the days are longer, Jill and I can spend more time at Smith
Mountain Lake on and off the water.
I look forward to seeing each of you at our next meeting on March 14. Long range
forecast is 64 degrees and sunny so no excuse for not attending where we share an
interest in boating!
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Education Officer
Lt/C Craig Cooper, AP

Boating education gives you confidence, enjoyment, and, most importunately, safety
on the water, whether it is lake, Intracoastal or open water. March will be the start of
two very important courses for your benefit. Sail will begin March 22, Tuesday, and
Piloting will begin March 24, Thursday, at the Leonard Recreation Center on Ballinger
Road.
These will have excellent and experienced sailors/boaters, P/C Karl
Koebberling, SN and Dan Kelly, JN with P/Stf/C Paul Long, SN assisting.
Our Spring One-Day ABC class will be held April 2nd at the same location. Spread
the word to your friends and family to sign up for the ABC. Please have them contact
Chairman Karen Nussman, JN or me. If you haven’t already signed up for Sail and or
Piloting do so by calling me at (336)498-9004 or e-mail @ cooperck@northstate.net.
Are you up for the TEST? That is the National Safe Boating Test! Are you brave
enough to take a 20 question pop quiz? If you are go to the USPS.org national site, log
in as a member (your USPS PIN is on your membership renewal invoice). Go to Site
Index, find and select National Safe Boating Test. Click Mini-Quiz or Safe Boating Test
buttons. Good Luck!!

Important Notice to All Committee Chairman
Merit Mark recommendations are due within two weeks after each event.
Send to P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP at mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.
Call Mack if you have questions.
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Geodetic Marker Recovery

Coming April 9th will be a fun event (on land no less) to locate NOAA marks in
Greensboro. This is a service the Squadron can provide to update and provide,
needed information to NOAA similar to co-op charting. It will be a fun morning and
lunch with fellow members to locate true land marks with latitude and longitude
readings. We will go in teams of 3-4 with specific marks (5 each) to locate in the
morning. Then we will regroup for lunch in Greensboro. A signup sheet will be at
the March meeting night. You might be surprised how many points of reference are
in your neighborhood. Feel free to contact Craig Cooper at (336) 498-9004 or
cooperck@northstate.net for more information

A Very Special THANK YOU to our Friends
at the O HENRY HOTEL for Their Support
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UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS®
Come for the Boating Education . . .
Stay for the FriendsSM
Sail and
Power Boating

GREENSBORO POWER SQUADRON
America’s Boating Course
One Day NASBLA Boating Course

Saturday

April 2, 2016
Leonard Recreation Center
6324 Ballinger Road
Greensboro, NC 27410

Registration: 8:00 a.m.
Class begins at 8:30 a.m. and will run until 4:30 p.m.
$45.00 per person – includes lunch
Additional family member sharing materials - $15.00
Course meets both state and national licensing requirements.

Early registration required
Contact Karen Nussman at 336-549-1990
www.greensboropowersquadron.org
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The Greensboro Power Squadron is pleased to introduce to you one of our newest
members, Kevin Perks. Our membership chairman, P/C David Schultz, SN-IN has
asked Kevin to share a few personal details with us so that we may all begin to know him
and his family. Kevin’s words follow:

Dawn and I became sailboat owners in April 2015, and because we heard that
USPS was the place to be for boating education, we joined up. I am a Project
Manager at Red Hat in their Emerging Technologies area. Red Hat is based in
Raleigh, but I work from home in Burlington and my team is globally based.
Dawn is a math education consultant at SREB, an organization partially financed
by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation as part of their objective to improve
education and instruction in the US.
Lauren, our oldest child, is in her last semester at UNC Nursing and is looking for
her first job as a RN at a local Raleigh hospital. Conor is in his first year at NC
State with a double major in Nuclear Engineering and Applied Mathematics. Kenzie
is a Junior at Western Alamance High School. None of the kids is interested in
sailing yet but we are looking forward to that day.
In 2014, I joined Lake Townsend Yacht Club in Greensboro and started sailing
dingys on the lake. I also bought a beat up Laser sailboat and fixed that up.
Then Dawn and I bought a 36' / 11 metre 1985 S2 11.0 A sailboat last spring and
have been getting it updated and learning how to sail her. We bought the boat from
George and Joanne who had loved it since buying it new but had aged out of it. It
sat unused for 8 years at their dock in their back yard in Oriental NC as they tried
to get healthy to sail her again. But George is now 88 and has cognitive issues and so
last spring they put Rhumb Line up for sale on Craigslist.
This April I am going to St Maarten and take the US Sailing Basic Cruising as well
as Bareboat Cruising classes. We both took the Basic Keelboat together last year.

Welcome, Kevin and family!!
9

Valentine Sweetheart Dinners
The Valentine’s Sweetheart Dinners were a huge success! All eighteen attending agreed that we
should do this again next year and that we should have these small get-togethers more often. The food
was unbelievable – a wonderful salad prepared by Jerry Newton and Sherry. Vinnie & Mack provided the
Beef Tenderloin with a blue cheese sauce. John and Sally Oberholtzer provided roasted asparagus. Tom
and Jo-Anne Statham brought a delicious potato casserole. Blake and Michelle Ramsey brought
wonderful “homemade” yeast rolls. Kendra and Keith Bulla along with Grant Dawson and Glenda
provided LOTS of wine – all of which was consumed! Barbara and Phil Thompson brought delicious Key
Lime Pies with REAL whipped cream served with Kathy and Craig Cooper’s yummy strawberries dipped
in chocolate. It was absolutely wonderful.
Thanks to all who contributed – and especially those who helped wash and dry dishes and load the
rental chairs back in Mack’s Suburban for return after the snow! Mack and I were on the road headed to
Florida the following morning to attend the National Meeting. Thanks to everyone who chipped in, the
house was completely put back together adding more wonderful memories to the list of GPS gatherings
at the Gordy house! We loved it and look forward to next year!
Six members gathered at the Hackett’s cottage on Oak Island to share a delicious collection of foods.
The Nussmans brought homemade barbecue and Valentine cupcakes; The Freezes brought pepper
jelly/cheese appetizer and delicious chicken chili with beans and corn; the Hacketts supplied a goat
cheese appetizer, Buffalo Chicken Ring , and Valentine candy. We each brought our favorite beverage!
We were all on “Island Time” and enjoyed the chance to visit together.
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The Greensboro Boat Show ran from Friday Feb. 26 th through Sunday the 28th and our booth was
quite successful thanks to the participation of our members. I personally want to thank the following for
their cooperation and assistance. Without our members volunteer services these events would not be
possible.
The list is of those brave souls who contributed their time and energy to booth duty and set up
services: Mack Gordy, Keith Bulla, Mike Hackett, B.H. & Dorinda Edwards, Ed Miller, Dan Kelly, Craig
Cooper, Grant Dawson, Glenda Waite, Anneli and Leif Johansson, Bill Davis, Kathy Clark, Hardy
Spence and Woods McGinn. Thanks to all.
The booth featured the Virtual Trainer supplied by USPS National. It has three monitors and runs a
number of programs which simulate actual boating handling. The programs vary from docking, loading
boat on a trailer, a slalom course, using aids to navigation, to rules of the road. It draws a wide variety of
ages, but the kids love it. The statistics of who participated are:
Male -74 Female- 22 Age 0-10- 41 11-18- 14 19-30- 16 31-50- 11 and 10 older
69 were power boaters, 2 sail and 1 kayak
These are just the numbers from those who filled out the national form; there were a lot more and the
booth was busy almost the entire show.
EDITOR’S NOTE:
A hearty “thank you” on
behalf of GPS t
P/C John Oberholtzer, AP
for his dedication to
securing and managing the
Virtual Trainer!
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Schedule of Events
2016
3/14/16
3/18-19/16
3/21/16
4/9/16
4/11/16
4/18/16
5/9/16
5/13-14/16
5/16/16
6/11/16
6/13/16
6/17-18/16
6/20/16
7/11/16
7/16/16
7/18/16
8/8/16
8/15/16
8/20/16
8/25-28/16
9/12/16
9/23-24/16
10/8/16
10/10/16
10/14-16/16
10/17/16
11/11/16
11/14/16
11/19/16
11/21/16
12/1/16
12/1/16
1/9/17
1/16/17
1/21/17

Membership Meeting
D/27 Spring Council/Conf, Atlantic Beach
ExCom Meeting
Geodetic Marker Recovery
Membership Meeting
ExCom Meeting
Membership Meeting
SML Predicted Log
ExCom Meeting
Cruise
Membership Meeting
D/27 Rendezvous, Washington
ExCom Meeting
Hummer-In-The-Summer
Blueberry Picking
ExCom Meeting
Dessert Social
ExCom Meeting
Fishing Tournament
USPS Gov Brd, Pittsburg, PA
Membership Meeting
Coop Charting, Wooden Boat Show, Ghost Walk, Southport
Operation Big Sweep
Chili Cook Off
Fall Council/Conf, Greensboro
ExCom Meetin
Yard Sale
Meeting
Ladies Luncheon
ExCom Meeting
Christmas Party
ExCom Meeting
Annual Meeting
ExCom Meeting
GPS Change of Watch
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P/Lt/C Carolyn Hackett
PO Box 10873
Greensboro, NC 27404
carolyn322@gmail.com

Please deliver to:

Friendship
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