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Newsletter Editor 

P/Lt/C  Carolyn Hackett, P 

carolyn322@gmail.com 

The BREEZE is the official publication 

of the Greensboro Power Squadron, a 

unit of District 27 of the United States 
Power Squadrons®, published eleven 

times a year. 

Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month 

beginning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 

Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE do 

not necessarily represent those of the 

Greensboro Power Squadron or USPS, 
but they might. 
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2016 Squadron Patrons 

 Ralph and Berry Stout  “BerryGood Too” 

 Woods McGinn  “Blue Moon” 

 Leif and Anneli Johansson  “EZ Living”                

 Mike and Carolyn Hackett "Hattitude"   

 David and Sue Schultz   “Iron Jenny” “SeaMore”   

 

December Birthdays 

If you would like to make a donation, please make your check (of at least $25)  payable to  
The Greensboro Power Squadron, write Squadron Patron on the memo line,  

and send the check to  

Lt/C Todd Ring,  6605 Stonecroft Dr.,   Oak Ridge,  NC  27310. 

 Mack and Vinnie Gordy "Optional Necessity" 

 Larry and Pat Freeze  “Pelacanus” 

 Jed and Brenda Norris “Reel Crazy” 

 John and Sally Oberholtzer  “Sally O” 

 Keith and Kendra Bulla  “Whisper” 

 

Notice to Mariners  

Monday, December 12th 

 

Christmas Party!! 

 

See page 8 for details! 

 

 

 

2    Bill Young 
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Cdr Anneli Johansson, AP  

 

     Thanksgiving has come and gone, but this does not mean that we cannot still keep the 
spirit of gratitude, love and warmth alive throughout the season.  Maybe we can take the 
time to sit down, enjoy and focus on the things that matter.  Let’s remember to not only be 
grateful for our family, but for everyone we meet because we never really know how they 
all directly or indirectly touch our lives. 
     We are Greensboro Power Squadron, and we belong to a group.  If you look up the 
word “Belongingness” in the Wikipedia it states that it is the human emotional need to be 
an accepted member of a group.  We join groups with which we have commonalities, 
which in our case is boating. 
     I hope that we as Greensboro Power Squadron in the coming years can grow strong 
and stay together as a group.  

     To all of you a safe and Happy Holiday, and let the spirit it brings last all through the 

year! 

REMINDERS 
 

 Our Change of Watch 
January 21 at the O.Henry Hotel 

 

 D/27 Training Day in Cary January 7
th
  

Information on D/27 Website 

 

A big thank you to everyone who helped with our 

Yard Sale last month.  A lot of you donated items, 

helped to set up the day before, and helped the 

day of the sale.  Your combined efforts helped to 

raise $326 for next year’s unbudgeted items.  We 

could not have done it without your help. 

                             Thank You 
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Executive Officer  

Lt/C Hardy Spence, AP 

Just an update for you on the Guidelines for operating your boat in accordance with 
Homeland Security Measures. 
 
In light of security measures brought about by the events of 9-11-01, it is critical that all 
boaters be aware of and comply with homeland security measures set forth by the 
government.  These include: 
 
               (1)  Keeping a safe prescribed distance from military and commercial ships, 
               (2)  Avoiding commercial port operations areas, 
               (3)  Observing all security zones, 
               (4)  Following guidelines for appropriate conduct such as not stopping or  
                     anchoring beneath bridges or in a channel, and 
               (5)  Observing and reporting suspicious activity to proper authorities. 
 

Merry Christmas! 

 
 

As our new year as a squadron begins, all members need to realize that 
in order to have refreshments at our monthly meetings, volunteers to 
bring food, drink, and decorations must be available.  Last year, many 
members participated more than one time, but some members did not 
help out at all.  In the past, we have tried to recruit three people to work 
together as a team for refreshments.  Since some monthly meetings do 
not require refreshments (like Hummer and the Christmas Party), we will 
have some months without the need.  Please take some time between 
now and our January meeting to decide the best month for your 
volunteer work!  Maybe you may even recruit your own team.  A sign-up 
sheet will be passed around at the January meeting! 
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Administrative Officer 

P/D/C Mack Gordy, Jr. 
 

     Even though Vinnie and I are boatless at the present time, we still continue to keep 
abreast of events and happenings in the boating community. Who knows there might be 
another boat for us on the horizon in the near future? The December 2016 issue of 
Power & Motoryacht has an article written by Ben Ellison titled “Electronics – Darkness, 
Speed and Bad Decisions.” In this article the writer discusses an accident involving 
three young men who were killed in a nighttime boating accident in Florida. He makes a 
statement that is very true for anyone that operates a boat and that is; “Good judgment, 
skill, proper tools and real-time focus: Aren’t these the core elements of safe boating?” 
But this statement will apply to everything we do in our lives from driving a car or flying 
an airplane to raising children or being a new officer on the squadron bridge. Judgment, 
skill, tools and focus is all it takes!  
             Judgment – Have the ability to decide if it is a go or no go situation. 
             Skill – Have assets to handle the current situation. 
             Tools – Have necessary equipment to safely complete your mission. 
             Focus – Be alert to conditions and hazards around you. 
 
 Our squadron has a treasure chest of assets that we can use to assist new bridge 
members and new members. Let us not keep the treasure chest locked up but use 
these assets to encourage the new bridge and squadron members to become more 
active in our squadron. New members are the life blood of our squadron! 
 

The squadron’s Annual Christmas Party is just a few days away. It’s not too late to 
sign up. Lt Karen and Lt Wayne Nussman and their “Elves” are busy getting ready for 
another great party.  

 

Vinnie and I wish you a safe and Happy Holliday and a Happy New Year. We look 

forward to seeing everyone at the Change of Watch on January 21, 2017. 
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Education Officer  

Lt/C Craig Cooper, AP  

  

On The Water 
Songo Locks 

Opening the Songo Locks, c. 1915. 
 
 The 20-mile Cumberland & Oxford Canal was dug mostly by Irish immigrants using picks and 
shovels.  Since Sebago Lake is 264 feet higher than Portland Harbor, it was necessary to construct 
twenty-seven locks (each 80 feet long by 10 feet wide) along the canal, beginning with Lower Guard 
Lock at the entrance to Portland Harbor and ending with Upper Guard or Wescott Lock just before 
the canal joins Sebago Lake at the Basin.  In order for canal boats to reach Long Lake via the Songo, 
it was necessary to add a twenty-eighth lock above the confluence of the Songo and Crooked Rivers, 
visible in this photograph.  The lock in use here was constructed in 1911, replacing the original lock 
built in 1830, to meet the needs of larger freighters and steamers carrying passengers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     It was a 50-mile trip one way from Harrison at the end of Long Lake to Portland Harbor and 
normally took about three days.  Canal boats used wind power on Long Lake and Brandy Pond.  The 
sails were then lowered, and the boat’s crew (usually consisting of a captain and two helpers) 
proceeded to pole the boats down the river by thrusting poles into the river bed and then walking the 
full length of the gunnel.  When passing under a bridge, the masts-set in jaws-could be folded down 
like a jackknife. 

 

Continued 
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Education Officer  

Lt/C Craig Cooper, AP  

  

     Once the boat entered Sebago Lake at the mouth of the Songo, the crewmen raised the sails and 
headed down the full length of Sebago Lake.  Often the canal boats were pounded by ocean-like 
waves, but there is no record of any canal boat ever being sunk or wrecked. 
 
     Once the boats reached the canal, they were towed by a team of horses along the towpath.  As 
the boat approached a lock, the captain would blow a horn to signal the lock keeper to begin opening 
the gates. 
 
     After the closing of the canal, many of the old canal boats continued to carry freight on Sebago 
Lake for several decades.  From the 1870’s to about 1932, steam boats carried passengers on round
-trip excursions from Sebago Lake Station to the Bay of Naples.  And the Songo Lock continued to 
raise and lower steamboats on route from lake to lake.  Only the Songo remained to carry pleasure 
seekers for the next two decades.  Since 1970, the Songo River Queen, a paddle wheeler powered 
by a diesel engine, has carried sightseers from the Bay of Naples through the Songo Lock and back 

to Naples. 

 

The Sebago Lake Area   by Diane and Jack Barnes 

 

 

 
      I grew up on this waterway, (Long Lake and Brandy Pond), having the 
hometown of Naples and have given boat rides and traveled through this lock 
many times. It is now owned and operated by the State of Maine and is still very 
active with summer recreational boaters. 
 

May you have fair skies and gentle winds! 

   Important Notice to All Committee Chairman 

 
          

Merit Mark recommendations are due within two weeks after each event.   
Send to P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP at mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  

Call Mack if you have questions. 

Continued from page 6 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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Join us for the  
Greensboro Power Squadron’s  

Christmas Party 
 
 

December 12, 2016 
 

Centenary United Methodist Church 
2300 W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC 

 
 Please join us for a potluck dinner and a visit from Santa and his helpers. 

 
Help us celebrate this special evening by bringing a large casserole  

or dessert to share and one or more wrapped children’s gift(s)  
labeled with the appropriate age and gender. 

   
All children in attendance will receive a present from Santa Claus. 

Gifts not distributed will be donated to the Children’s Home Society. 
These children are not as fortunate as those in our families 

and what we bring can go a long way to making a child’s Christmas. 
 

The squadron will provide a meat entree, coffee and tea. 
 
 

To reserve your space, mail your check payable to  
 

Greensboro Power Squadron for $5.00 per adult 
(children under 12 are free!) to our treasurer 

 

Lt/C Todd Ring 
6605 Stonecroft Dr. 

Oak Ridge, NC  27310 
 

 Or by contacting Karen Nussman  
kwnussman1990@gmail.com 

336-282-3504 
 

You may pay at the dinner, but your advance reservation is important for planning.  
Please let Karen know the number of people you are bringing and  

what side item you plan to bring for sharing with others. 

 
Reservations are required by December 6, 2016 

mailto:kwnussman1990@gmail.com
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Only a lady can use a napkin 
to ward off a cold blast!!! 

How many drinks??? 
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43rd Annual Change of Watch Ceremony 
Cocktail Reception 

Saturday, 21 January 2017 
 

1700—1900 
 

O.Henry Hotel 
624 Green Valley Road 

Greensboro, NC 

 
Reservations by Return Check 

Due to Lt/C Todd Ring, AP 
By January 13, 2017 

 

$24.00 Per Person 
Your guests will be welcome! 

Uniform A with Bow Tie or Suitable Civilian Attire 

 

Watch for your Invitation 

We hope you will join us!! 
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                                      Commander                   Hardy Spence, AP 
  
                                    Executive Officer                   Mack Gordy, AP 
  
                                 Educational Officer                   Craig Cooper, AP 
  
                  Assistant Educational Officer                  Jerry Newton, SN 
  
                              Administrative Officer                  Rob Sutton, P 
  
                                                Secretary                   Sue Schultz, P 
  
                                Assistant Secretary                    _____________________ 
    
                                                Treasurer                   Todd Ring, AP 
  
  

Elected members at large: 
 

          Larry Freeze, JN   
          BH Edwards, S  
          Keith Bulla, SN 
 
  

     Most Recent P/C to Executive Committee            Anneli Johansson, AP 
  

                                              Rules Committee           David Schultz, SN 
                                                                                       Larry Freeze, JN 
                                                                                       Michael “Mike” Hackett, P 
  
                                    Nominating Committee            David Schultz, SN  
                                                                                       Grant Dawson, AP  
                                                                                       Anneli Johansson, AP 
  
                                          Auditing Committee           Vinnie Gordy, P    
                                                                                       Leif Johansson, AP 
                                                                                       Glenda Waite, S 
  
 
  

Respectfully submitted by the GPS Nominating Committee: 
  

P/C Tom Statham, AP,     P/C David Schultz, SN ,   P/C Grant Dawson, AP 
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Schedule of Events 

2016 

12/12/16            Christmas Party 
12/14/16            ExCom Meeting 
1/9/17                Annual Meeting 
1/11/17              ExCom Meeting 

1/21/17              GPS Change of Watch  

 

 

 

 

  
A Very Special THANK YOU to our Friends 
at the  O HENRY HOTEL for Their Support 
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P/Lt/C  Carolyn Hackett 
PO Box 10873 

Greensboro, NC 27404 
carolyn322@gmail.com 

Please deliver to: 

        Anna Bee 

 


