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January Birthdays 

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

 Larry and Pat Freeze “Pelecanus”                           

 Alec and Kathy Wrenn “Carolina Wrenn”                 

 Mike and Carolyn Hackett "Hattitude"                      

 Mack and Vinnie Gordy "Optional Necessity" 
 
If you would like to make a donation, please make the check payable to The Greensboro Power Squadron 
and send the check to Lt/C Todd Ring, 6605 Stonecroft Dr.,Oak Ridge, NC 27310. 

 

Notice to Mariners 

7 Peter Dahl 

19 James Wright 

24 Stewart Colson 

  

  

  

  

 John and Sally Oberholtzer  “Sally O” 

 Ron and Anna Pittman “Anna Bee” 

 Steve and Chris Puckett "Simply Mahvelous" 

 David and Sue Schultz   “Iron Jenny” 

 
Patrons of the Squadron 

The new list will begin in next month’s Breeze.  If you have not sent in your check for $25 or more to 
become a Patron of the Squadron for 2014, please do so as soon as possible in order to be included in 

the new list!! 
Lt.Todd Ring, AP 

6605 Stonecroft Dr 
Oak Ridge NC  27310 

 

4 Grant W. Dawson 

5 Bob Armfield 

5 Wayne Nussman 

8 Vinnie Gordy 

11 Chuck Kammeyer 

  

Squadron Patrons are members who donate at least $25.00 for the Executive Committee to 
have as reserve funds for unexpected expenses during the year.  These monies help cover 
unbudgeted items.  If you would like to be a Squadron Patron, please submit your check 
payable to the Greensboro Power Squadron and marked as “Squadron Patron” to Todd 
Ring, Treasurer, by the Change of Watch in January 2014.  Your sponsorship lasts for the 
next squadron year and will be acknowledged monthly in the Breeze as noted below: 
 

Progressive Dinner—February 15, 2014 
Deadline to attend– Wed, February 8-See page 8 

February Birthdays 

18 Lynn Dahl 

19 Dan Kelly 

20 Marshal Conrad 

20 Connie Kammeyer 

27 Burton Kennedy 

27 Ed Miller 

  

2/10/14     Membership Meeting  
Gather at Oak Crest Café for dinner before if desired!                                                              

Operations Training Seminar 
February 20

th
 1900-2100 

1 Maxine Myers 

2 Carol Kelly 

2 June Kennedy 

4 Woods McGinn 

  

  

  

7 Peter Dahl 

19 James Wright 

24 Stewart Colson 
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Commander’s Log 

Cdr Alec Wrenn, SN 

 
Greetings and Happy New Squadron Year! 

     Let me begin by saying how hopeful I am that this New Squadron Year will be as complete and stable 
as it was under the leadership of David Schultz.  David has assisted me and continues to assist me as I 
have taken on more and more in preparation for my role as Squadron Commander.  His leadership 
continues, but he simply will not be as visible to you now. 
     I have already experienced one very early highlight as incoming commander, and that was the 
representation of our squadron at the D27 training day on January 4

th
.  We had ten of our squadron folks 

in attendance, and I believe this speaks to the commitment of our new Bridge more than anything else.  I 
have a few pictures of that Saturday attached. 
     Two days after our squadron Change of Watch, on Monday, January 27

th
, Kathy and I leave for the 

USPS national meetings in Jacksonville, Florida.  Anneli and Leif Johansson will also be there, and David 
Schultz is also hoping to attend.  This will have a central focus and Celebration of the 100

th
 Anniversary of 

USPS.    Remember also that 2014 is the 40
th
 Anniversary of our own Squadron, making for quite a year! 

      
     And again, Happy Squadron New Year! 

   Important Notice to All Committee Chairman 

 
          
Merit Mark recommendations are due within 

two weeks after each event.   
Send to P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP at 

mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  
Call Mack if you have questions. 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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Hello to all -  
     Coming soon to an ocean near you will be Cooperative Charting – most of the time called by the 
shortened name CoOp Charting –  
     The Office of Coast Survey announced today that future editions of nautical charts of the Intracoastal 
Waterway will be updated to include an improved "magenta line" that has historically aided navigation 
down the East Coast and around the Gulf Coast. Additionally, Coast Survey will change the magenta line's 
function, from the perceived "recommended route" established more than a hundred years ago, to an 
advisory directional guide that helps prevent boaters from going astray in the maze of channels that 
comprise the route. 
     The decision comes on the heels of a year's investigation into problems with the magenta line. In early 
2013, after receiving reports of groundings by boaters who followed the line into shoals, Coast Survey 
started to remove the magenta line from Intracoastal Waterway nautical charts. "We cannot deliberately 
include chart features that we know may pose a danger to navigation," explained Rear Admiral Gerd 
Glang, director of Coast Survey. "The problems of the magenta line's misplacement, which had been 
developing over the past seven decades, were aggravated when some boaters assumed that the line 
indicated a precise route through safe water - although it actually went over land, shoals, or obstructions." 
The U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, a NOAA predecessor agency, first installed the line on nautical 
charts in 1912, when the advent of motor boating produced a demand for charts of the inland waters and 
shallower waters along the East Coast. The magenta line on Intracoastal Waterway charts received major 
updates in 1935, thanks to an influx of funding from the Great Depression's Public Works Administration. 
Charts rarely recorded updates of the magenta line in the ensuing 70 years. 
 

Boating public wants directional guidance 
     In 2013, while Coast Survey cartographers were removing poorly placed lines from charts that were 
undergoing regularly scheduled updates, Glang ordered a cartographic review of the magenta line's 
function and maintenance. Simultaneous with an internal review of the issues, Glang issued a Federal 
Register Notice asking for public comments. Almost 240 individuals and organizations offered comments, 
saying that the line helped safe navigation on the Intracoastal Waterway. "We asked Intracoastal 
Waterway users to let us know if they need the route designated on nautical charts, and the response was 
99.9 percent in favor of keeping it on charts," Glang said. "Many of the commenters explained how the 
magenta line saved them from dangerous or costly navigation errors. They also confirmed that we need to 
clear up any misunderstanding about what the magenta line is - and what it isn't." 
     The internal review and public comments confirm that the magenta line needs to be removed where it 
poses a danger to navigation, rebuilt to avoid shoals and other dangers, and reinstated to all the 
Intracoastal Waterway nautical charts. Importantly, Coast Survey will add notes to the Intracoastal 
Waterway charts, emphasizing that vessels transiting the waterway should be aware of changing 
conditions and always honor aids to navigation. 
 

Improvements will take years to fully implement 
"Today's decision to reinstate the magenta line is not a quick fix," cautions Captain Shep Smith, chief of 
Coast Survey's Marine Chart Division. "It will take at least three years to fix problems that were 70 years in 
the making." 

Executive Officer  

Lt/C Grant Dawson, AP 



5 

     Of Coast Survey's 1052 nautical charts, 52 depict the magenta line. As charts are rotated through 
the update process, Coast Survey will evaluate and update the magenta line using charted information. 
When no depth soundings are on the chart, the line will generally be positioned in the centerline of 
dredged channels and natural waterways, avoiding shoals or obstructions less than the controlling 
depth. When the chart data is insufficient for determining the line's preferred route, Coast Survey will 
attempt to gather additional data from partner agencies and reliable crowdsourcing. "Most of the 
magenta line can be re-drawn by using the charted information, and we hope to get it done by mid-
2015," Smith explains. "On the other hand, resolving discrepancies between charted information and 
the line will require research, and new data acquisition and processing, with support from other federal 
agencies." “Resolving chart discrepancies is a longer-term challenge, Smith says, and can conceivably 
take up to five years, or even longer. In cases where information is lacking and the line depiction can 
lead to risky navigation, Coast Survey will remove the line.” 
 

Coast Survey to increase use of boater reports for Intracoastal Waterway chart analysis 
Access to more info through ActiveCaptain 

Today's announced undertaking to improve the "magenta line" on Intracoastal Waterway nautical charts 
requires a concerted effort to evaluate areas of the charted line that are inaccurate. Coast Survey is 
now adding ActiveCaptain data to the cartographic toolkit in the chart evaluation system. 
 "We need to hear from boaters who can provide hazard locations," said Capt. Shep Smith, chief of 
Coast Survey's Marine Chart Division. "Over 200,000 boaters actively share information on 
ActiveCaptain, and their reports along the Intracoastal Waterway are particularly helpful for revising the 
'magenta line.'"  Coast Survey and ActiveCaptain recently signed a Terms of Service agreement, giving 
NOAA access to data that will pinpoint problems as cartographers investigate specific reports of 
navigation issues. 
 

 Traditional reporting systems still in effect 
     Boaters continue to have a direct line to NOAA for reporting chart errors. The fastest way to notify 
Coast Survey of dangers to navigation is to submit a chart discrepancy through the Nautical 
Discrepancy Reporting System. The system asks boaters to identify which chart they are reporting, the 
time of observation, and the position of the discrepancy. 
     Coast Survey also has a long-standing "cooperative charting" agreement with the U.S. Power 
Squadrons, which was renewed in 2013. Under the program, USPS volunteers look for changing 
conditions on nautical charts and submit their reports directly to Coast Survey. Over the last ten 
years, volunteers have submitted over 28,000 corrections to NOAA's nautical charts and the U.S. 
Coast Pilot. More than 4,000 USPS members submitted reports, adding their particular local 
knowledge to NOAA's national effort to keep navigation materials accurate. 
 

 Boaters need to maintain situational awareness  
     The ActiveCaptain reports, along with information submitted by USPS volunteers and the general 
boating public, provide essential data for improving the magenta line. Even with the improvements, 
however, Coast Survey continues to remind boaters that the Intracoastal Waterway changes frequently. 
Vessels transiting the waterway must remain aware of changing conditions and honor aids to 
navigation. 
     And, so, this is some of the importance of our participation in the “activity” we call CoOp Charting - 
More later  - Fair Winds and Following seas - 

                                                                       Grant 
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Administrative Officer 

Anneli Johansson, P  

 
Cooks Night Off 

 
 
 

Join other GPS folks for dinner at the  
 

Oakcrest Family Restaurant 
 

2435 Battleground Avenue 
between 6:00–6:30 PM for dinner and conversation before the Monthly Squadron Meeting. 
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. Look for familiar faces and join the group.  

This is a terrific way to get to know your fellow squadron members on a more up-close and 
personal level.  Lots of laughs, great conversation, and no one has to cook!!  

See you there!   

     Who? Who is going to be the new Administrative Officer? This is probably what you were thinking 
when you heard my name as the Administrative Officer for 2014, and understandably so. Most of you do 
not know who I am, but I hope we can change that in the coming year. I look forward to get to know 
every one of you. I am honored and excited to serve as administrative officer, and ask you to share with 
me your expertise and assistance. 
     Even though Leif and I are quite new to the squadron, we have been boating in one form or another 
for thirty plus years. We are from Sweden, and moved to USA in 1982. We came to Greensboro 1990 
and joined the squadron in the spring of 2012 after we had sold our business and retired. We were 
looking for a place where we could continue to take boating and navigation courses. We are power boat 
people, and have a boat at Belews Lake and one in Sweden on Lake Vanern. 
     On January 4

th
 I went with a group of squadron members to the D/27 training in Raleigh which was 

very informative. Also Leif and I are attending the USPS annual meeting in Jacksonville, Florida. Right 
now I am taking Advanced Piloting with Dan Kelly as teacher, hoping to learn more about navigation 
before the boating season starts. 
     We have lined up some speakers for the months to come. Ed Miller will speak to us about his ocean 
passage (February). Bill Young is coming back to teach us about navigation (March). Clairborne Young 
is doing a presentation about coastal boating (May). Hoping to have Karl Kobberling to tell us about his 
trip to Peru (June). Reid Stowe will share his adventures about 1000 days at sea with us (November). 
Please note that our Caliber Gun Range Outing has been changed from March to April. We will meet at 
Capt. Bill’s Seafood on Market St at 1800 for dinner and membership meeting. 1930 we will leave for 
the Caliber’s Indoor Range on Downwind Rd. 

     I am very excited about our Progressive Dinner on Saturday February 15
th
. John Oberholtzer and 

Carol Kelly are working on this. If you have not signed up already, please contact them. This should be 

a very enjoyable night. I will be one of the hosts, and I know we are looking for more people to host 

dinner, cocktails or dessert. This is a great opportunity to get to know more of our members. Hope to 

see you there ! 



7 

 

Nautical Tidbit for February 
 

Field Day – This expression actually has a nautical origin.  It refers to the activity of cleaning 
up above and below deck, usually in readiness for an inspection.  Field day has gone over 
into colloquial English to mean an enjoyable time or a successful event or outing.  We look 
forward to seeing all of you when we have the GPS Field Days in 2014! 

Education Officer’s  

Lt/C Karen Nussman, JN  

ARE WATERSPOUTS WATER TORNADOS? 

     At one time or another most boaters have seen a waterspout. They are pretty to watch and usually quite benign. 
Recently a waterspout hit a marina nearby my home and did considerable damage. Needless to say, I have 
developed a new level of respect for these anomalies of nature. 
 
 
     There are two types of waterspouts: fair weather and tornadic. Fair weather waterspouts form as their name 
implies and can exist on a bright sunny day. They have winds in the 50 mph range and usually remain over water. 
They will dissipate rapidly when approaching land. Tornadic waterspouts are accompanied by severe thunderstorm 
activity and can have winds up to 150 mph. They can move out over water while maintaining a very high and 
harmful wind velocity.  
 
     Waterspouts are formed under conditions of warm temperatures and high humidity. That is why they are 
common in southern waters. They form along a dark base of cumulonimbus clouds and are caused by a vertical 
wind shear, which is a wind force that changes as it goes higher from the surface to the clouds. The waterspout is 
not a whirling column of water, but consists of cloud vapor which is tiny water droplets that swirl around. Fair 
weather waterspouts start at the water surface and work their way up to the cloud base, whereas the more 
dangerous tornadic waterspouts start at the cloud base and work their way downward.  
 
     Any waterspout seen on the water and/or approaching land needs to be treated with respect. You can never be 
certain what type of waterspout you are observing. They tend to move fairly slowly over the surface and can be very 
dangerous.  Boaters should never try to navigate through a waterspout and should avoid difficulty by moving away 
from it at right angles. They have been known to suck up small animals, seaweed, saltwater, sea fauna, fish, and 
even a small boat or a human. There are recorded cases on land, in which raindrops were mingled with a surprise 
downfall of salt water, fish, seaweed, and all manner of other debris. If you experience such an event, you know you 
have just witnessed the demise of a waterspout. 
 
                                              Published by the Marketing/ PR Committee 
                                              United States Power Squadrons® 
 
You can learn more about waterspouts at the national weather service web site. The United States Power 
Squadrons has an excellent Weather Course.  Watch for our Weather course coming in the Spring of 2014.  
Learning about weather patterns will be fun and interesting while keeping you safe on the water. 
 
 

 
 

Have fun and stay safe! 
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     On Saturday evening February 15th bring the ones you love to our progressive dinner. We promise 
an enchanted evening for all in attendance. There will not be a charge for the evening as everyone who 
attends is expected to provide their part of the festivities.  
     The evening will start at 5:30 with cocktails and light hors d’oeuvres at one member’s home.  At 6:45 
we will break into groups of 8 and depart to the homes of the couples who are hosting the dinners. At 
9:00 we will depart from the dinner hosts and go another member's home for coffee and desserts. 
     We need volunteers to host the dinners. The host couple will be responsible for selecting the menu 
for the meal and assign portions of the menu to the other three couples. One shall supply the entrée, one 
a starch or breads, one a vegetable or salad and one the wine. It is the responsibility of the host couple 
to work this out with their guests and to spread the labor and the costs equitably. 
     Please make your reservations by Wed., February 8 as time is needed to assign all of the various 
tasks to the attendees. Please feel free to volunteer a hors d' oeuvre or a dessert. Everyone is sharing 
and that is part of the fun. This is a wonderful way to get to know your fellow members and enjoy not 
only some great food, but a lot of wonderful camaraderie. What better way to get to know each other! 

     True to 

 
Operations Training Seminar  

 
Offered by Mack Gordy 

First Lutheran Church on 
February 20

th
 1900-2100 

If you plan to attend please email Anneli at  

ajohansson@triad.rr.com or call  

547-8534 (home phone) 509-7367 (cell phone). 

  

Save the date!! 

Sep. 20, 2014 

GPS 40th Anniversary  

mailto:ajohansson@triad.rr.com
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The 2014 Oriental In-The-Water-Boat Show  

coming up April 11 -13, 2014 
 

  
     The 2013 Oriental In-The -Water-Boat Show and Nautical Flea Market proved be a lot of fun and a 
great Squadron outing.  I know those who were there last year will want to go again, and I hope some of 
you who were not there last year will want to come join the fun. 
 
     There will be cocktail parties, a cookout, lots of boats and marine items to view, and a nautical flea 
market.  Also available are a number of related seminars or a tour of homes and gardens. 
  

     You can see show details at http://orientalboatshow.com/   
and seminar details at http://orientalboatshow.com/schedule 

  
     I know many of you have accommodations available to you in Oriental but for those who don’t, I have 
asked River Neuse Suites to hold some rooms for Greensboro Squadron members.  They were 
wonderful hosts last year.  You should expect a 10% discount but make your reservation early as they 
cannot hold the rooms indefinitely.  For reservations call 252-249-1404 Check them out at  
 

http://www.riverneuserentals.com/index.asp 
  
There will be more details in the next Breeze and by Email.  If you know you are coming, let me know by 
phone or email so we can plan the gatherings.  
 

Larry Freeze 
freezele@yahoo.com 

336-817-6657  

 
 

Chris Puckett’s  CHOCOLATE CHIP CAKE 
 
1 yellow cake mix 
4 eggs 
1 (12 oz.) pkg. semi sweet 
chocolate chips 
2 small  packages of instant  
        chocolate  pudding mix 
1 tsp. vanilla 
½ c. vegetable oil 
1 ½ c. water 
 

 

Blend all ingredients in mixer except chocolate chips. 
Stir in chocolate chips. Bake in greased Bundt pan at 
325 degrees for 1 hour and 15 minutes. Let stand 15 
minutes after baking before removing cake from pan onto a 
cooling rack. Sprinkle with powdered sugar (optional). 

http://orientalboatshow.com/
http://orientalboatshow.com/schedule
http://www.riverneuserentals.com/index.asp
mailto:freezele@yahoo.com
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Schedule of Events 

2014 

2/10/14     Membership meeting                                                               
2/15/14     Progressive Dinner with Valentine theme                             
2/17/14     Ex. Com meeting                                                                         
3/10/14     Membership Meeting  
3/17/14     Ex. Com                                                                                                                                                                                               
3/21-23/14  D/27 annual meeting & COW New Bern                          
4/11-13/14  Oriental  boat show, dinner @ Burton Kennedy’s           
4/14/14     Dirty Harry Night 
4/22/14     Ex. Com meeting                                                                                                                                                 
5/12/14     Membership meeting                                                                 
5/19/14     Ex. Com meeting                                                                         
6/6-8/14    Smith Mt.  Lake predicted log                                                    
6/9/14       Membership meeting                                                                  
6/16/14     Ex. Com meeting                                                                          
6/20-22/14  D/27 Rendezvous Pecan Grove, Oriental                           
6/25/14     Kids Day                                                                                         
7/14/14     Hummer in the Summer                                                              
7/19/14     Blueberry Picking                                                                           
7/21/14     Ex. Com  
8/18/14     Ex. Com meeting  
9/6/14       Belews Cruise 
9/7-14/14  USPS governing board Arlington, VA 
9/8/14       Membership meeting 
9/15/14     Ex. Com meeting 
9/20/14     GPS 40

th 
Anniversary Party   

9/25-28/14 Myrtle Beach cruise and Co-op charting 
10/17-19/14 D/27 Fall Council Conference 
10/4/14     Big Sweep Belews Lake 
10/13/14    PC Happening 
10/20/14   Ex. Com meeting 
11/8/14     Ladies luncheon 
11/10/14   Membership meeting 
11/17/14   Ex. Com meeting 
12/8/14     Christmas party 
12/15/14   Ex. Com meeting 
1/10/15  D/27 Training Raleigh 
1/12/15     Membership business meeting 
1/18-25/15 USPS annual meeting Jacksonville, FL 
 1/31/15     GPS COW 

 
  

Please continue to bring canned items to donate to local folks in 

need to our regular monthly meeting.  Volunteers will collect 

them and deliver them to appropriate recipients. 
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Lt/C  Carolyn Hackett 
PO Box 10873 

Greensboro, NC 27404 
carolyn322@gmail.com 

Please deliver to: 

Pelecanus 


