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November Birthdays 

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

 Larry and Pat Freeze “Pelecanus”                           

 Alec and Kathy Wrenn “Carolina Wrenn”                 

 Mike and Carolyn Hackett "Hattitude"                      

 Mack and Vinnie Gordy "Optional Necessity" 
 
If you would like to make a donation, please make the check payable to The Greensboro Power Squadron 
and send the check to Lt/C Todd Ring, 6605 Stonecroft Dr.,Oak Ridge, NC 27310. 

 

Notice to Mariners 

1 Kay Deaton  

1 John L. Lomax  

7 Annie Laurie K. Holland  

9 Shirley H. Kern  

16 Zachary S. Eakes  

16 L. Stephen Puckett  

  

 John and Sally Oberholtzer  “Sally O” 

 Ron and Anna Pittman “Anna Bee” 

 Steve and Chris Puckett "Simply Mahvelous" 

 David and Sue Schultz   “Iron Jenny” 

17 Richard C. Young  

18 Elizabeth H. Crosby  

18 James M. Ward Jr.  

21 Berry T. Stout  

30 Ralph D. Stout Jr.  

  

  

11/2/13 Ladies Luncheon at Ham's Lakeside  

on Cone Blvd at 12:00 noon.   

RSVP to Sue Schultz. 

 

11/9/13 Dinner and a Show  

  

Details arriving soon by email. 

Save the date!! 

 

 Sep. 20, 2014 

 

GPS 40th Anniversary  
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Commander’s Log 

Cdr David Schultz, SN 

.                                                              
 
Happy Thanksgiving!  
     Well, it's November already. Last month we had the P/C Happening and the Halloween tour in Old 
Salem. The Old Salem event turned out to be a very good time. We had 14 people come out. We took a 
walking tour and ended up at the Tavern restaurant.  The food was very good; however, the menu was 
not what I expected. I had the rabbit , but they also offered bison, duck and crayfish. They knew we were 
all one group so they put us in our own little room, but then served us like we were in separate parties. 
Some tables had their food, before others even had their drinks. Sue and I were eating our soup while the 
Kammeyers were ordering dessert and the Gordys and Stathams were still waiting for a glass of wine. 
But in a way it was kind of nice, because it gave everyone a chance to move around and talk to each 
other. 
    Coming up this month is the Dinner and a Show.  Sue is working on this event, and when she narrows 
it down there will be an e-mail sent out. Sue is also still taking names of those that wish to join her at the 
Ladies’ Luncheon. So if you have not let her know, please give her a call or drop her an e-mail. 
     We also had the chance to be on the planning  committee for the 40th anniversary party in September 
of next year. I can't say too much, but would like everyone to please make plans to be there. All the plans 
aren't made yet, but it's going to be a great time, a real one of a kind event. So just as soon as the new 
calendars are available for sale, get one and save the date!!! 
     One thing I've been working on a lot lately is the Change of Watch. It is scheduled for January 25, 
2014. Please put that date on your calendar because I hope to see you there.  Well that's it for now, so 
until next time "I'll See Ya On The Pond." 
 

 

Please continue bringing canned food 

to the monthly meeting 

to share with  

those in need. 
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Executive Officer  

Lt/C Alec Wrenn, SN 

 

Of sadness and joy! 
The sudden loss of Judy Dawson simply establishes how unprepared many of us are at times and it 
establishes how we do not recognize the value of relationships until such a loss occurs.  In a sudden and 
unexpected loss, the sadness hits first.  However, it is followed by knowing how fortunate we are to have 
had Judy in our lives at all, and what a difference she made! 
 
Being fortunate in life can take many forms.  For me, it is to have had a great relationship with her and 
she will be missed.  Not only did I enjoy Judy in our Greensboro Power Squadron, but I also knew her 
from my scuba training and a scuba diving trip, she was “my dive buddy”.  I wanted to share with you my 
other world with Judy Dawson through these pictures. 
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Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Grant Dawson, AP 

Grant is not submitting an article this month, but we wish to honor Judy for all the work she 
has done for Greensboro Power Squadron.  We will miss her willingness to take on any 
project, her ever-positive attitude, her organizational skills and hard work, but mostly, we 
will miss her friendship and smile. 
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Education Officer’s  

Lt/C Karen Nussman, JN  

     Remember when you were a child and as the first star became visible at twilight you recited the poem 
“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” and waited for that wish to come true?  Hopefully none of us have lost that 
child’s wonder of the universe.  With all the responsibilities of adulthood, we tend to forget how beautiful 
the night sky is and how we watched each night for that first star to wish upon.   
     Our group of 5 students is now into our first month of the Navigation course with Jerry Newton as our 
instructor.  Ed Miller has been bringing in different sextants each week that he has collected, from a Civil 
War sextant to a WWII Navy sextant.  Jerry has been bringing in various books and Celestial CD’s for us 
to view to add to our class. Needless to say, we are again finding the amazement of the universe we had 
as children. 
     Few things are more beautiful than a starry winter night. So bundle up and discover an entire universe 
right outside your door!  Below are some interesting facts about our night sky.   Most we already know, but 
refresh your memory and get outside and make a wish! 
     Stars are not cool: In fact, they’re really hot. Stars are glowing, rotating balls of gas, which, combined 
with very high temperatures and lots of pressure, cause a star’s energy to continuously move from deep 
inside to its surface— thus producing the light we see. 
     More stars than you can count (or imagine): What we see is only a fraction of the stars in the universe. 
Astronomers estimate that there are more than 200 billion billion stars.  
     Star light, star bright: The reason stars look different is that they vary in size, color, composition, 
temperature, and distance from Earth. All these factors determine how bright a star appears to be.  Stars 
are different colors because of their temperatures. The hottest ones are white or bluish. The coolest ones 
are reddish orange. 
     Catching a Glimpse of the Constellations:  There are 88 official constellations.    
     Nature’s GPS:  If you can find the Big Dipper, you can find north. With your eyes or finger, trace an 
imaginary line through the two stars at the end of the bowl farthest from the handle. Then continue the line 
you traced until it hits the first bright star. This star is Polaris, the North Star. It is the last star in the handle 
of the Little Dipper. If you face Polaris, you are facing true north. Navigators in the northern hemisphere, 
both past and present, use the Big Dipper and Polaris to find their way around the Earth.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

     There is a wonderful intellectual satisfaction that comes from learning and practicing celestial 
navigation. It is a way to see science and math come together in our own hands and mind and do 
something both tangible and useful.  Learning celestial will make you a better ocean mariner, even if you 
are never going to use it. You will know you can use it if you need to, and that alone will make it 
worthwhile.  
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Tom’s Clam Chowder 
Tom Statham 

  
14 Large Hard Shell Clams, Steamed. Or 3 to 4 Cans, Reserving 4 Cups Liquid 
⅔ Cup Diced Bacon 
1Tablespoon Butter 
3 Cups Sliced Onions 
¾ Cup Common Crumbled Crackers Or Pilot Biscuits  
3 Cups Diced Potatoes, Boiled (Red skin work well) 
1 Bay Leaf 
2 To 3 Cups Milk Or Cream 
  
 Sauté the bacon in 1 tablespoon of butter for several minutes, until it begins to brown. Stir in the 
onions; cover and cook slowly, 8 – 10 minutes, until the onions are tender and translucent. Blend 
in the common crackers, and set the mixture aside.  
  To the four cups of clam juice (add water if needed), add the onion mixture, and potatoes. Add 
the bay leaf. Chop the clam meat by hand unless you are using minced canned clams; stir into the 
chowder base. Add the milk or cream, and bring the heat to just below a simmer. Correct the 
seasoning as needed. The chowder will have the best seasoning if allowed to cure. Let cool 
uncovered, then cover and refrigerate several hours or overnight. Bring to just below a simmer 
before serving- clams toughen if they are boiled. Serve with common crackers or pilot biscuits.  

THIS IS NOT GOING TO BE THE THICK WHITE CRUD YOU BUY IN A STORE,  
BUT MORE TRANSLUCENT, LIKE AN OYSTER STEW. YUMMY 

Special message from Tom Statham and Active Captain 

If you have a device today with cellular connectivity (a phone-especially iPhones and Android phones-
or a cellular tablet), you have a real GPS inside. It'll work incredibly well out on the water without any 
cellular towers within a thousand miles in any direction.  If you're near a cellular tower, it'll give you a first 
position fix faster - that's it. Tablets with Wi-Fi only will not do this. 

 

 

Nautical Tidbit for November 

     In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and many freighters carried iron cannons. Those cannons 
fired round iron cannon balls. It was necessary to keep a good supply near the cannon. However, how to 
prevent them from rolling about the deck? The best storage method devised was a square-based pyramid 
with one ball on top, resting on four resting on nine, which rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon 
balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the cannon. There was only one problem: how to 
prevent the bottom layer from sliding or rolling from under the others. The solution was a metal plate called 
a 'Monkey' with 16 round indentations.  However, if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would 
quickly rust to it.  The solution to the rusting problem was to make 'Brass Monkeys.' Few landlubbers 
realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled.  Consequently, when the 
temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannonballs would 
come right off the monkey; thus, it was quite literally, 'Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass 
monkey.'                (All this time, you thought that was an improper expression, didn't you.) 
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Important Notice to All Committee Chairman 

 
          

Merit Mark recommendations are due within 
two weeks after each event.   

Send to P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP at 
mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  

Call Mack if you have questions. 

 
 

Karma on the Water 
 
                                                                           Special entry by Tom Statham 

 
     Jo-Anne and I met a couple from Maryland 4 years ago when we were in Stewart, FL taking 
delivery of our Sea Ray. We were parked in the adjoining slip at Harborage Yacht  Club and after 
a week, we were invited to join them and another couple, both in trawlers- a Kadey Krogen 42 
and a Grand Banks 36, in a two week voyage across Florida. We left Stewart and transited 
several locks, crossed Lake Okeechobee and journeyed on to the west coast. We later followed 
the same group north and said our goodbyes at South Harbor Marina in Southport.  
     The Captain of the Krogen is a retired oncologist from Johns Hopkins and actually instructs 
the USPS CPR Course's at our national meetings. The last time we saw them was dinner at our 
home when there was a national fall council in Greensboro, two years ago. 
      The day before Halloween, Jo-Anne and I were taking our 28' boat to Bell Hart Marine for 
some engine work. As we were about to leave Bradley Creek and turn onto the ICW, we cut on 
the VHF. Within twenty seconds  we heard a familiar voice hailing another boat as they were 
entering Masonboro Yacht Club for the night, after leaving Beaufort, NC at 0700. It was none 
other than Dr. Jim Brown, MD and his bride, Barbara! Our jaws literally hit the floor. What were 
the odds of being on the same stretch of water, the same day, at the same hour and hearing our 
friends on the air. Had their radio transmission ended one minute earlier, we would not have 
heard them.  
     That evening we met on their boat, Ariel, and over a glass or three of wine we got caught up 
on all of our recent medical calamities and boating excursions. Have you ever noticed that when 
we seniors get together, we only know how to lament about our aches, pains and grandchildren? 
We promised to do our best to spend some time this March with them when they spend a month 
in Charleston on their way back north. 
     But really, what are the odds? How lucky were we? And as Lucky Gomez once said, "I'd 
rather be lucky than good!" 
 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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                 The Past Commanders Happening/Fund Raiser  

last October 14th was a big success. 
 
 
     The infamous GPS Past Commanders hosted our annual PC Happening at the GSO Policeman’s 
Club this past 14 October. Fifty-two members and guests attended and from all accounts, everyone 
was well-sated and quite content. The famous Kirkland family secret lasagna recipe was well received 
by all attendees. Those that saved room were rewarded with a plethora of delicious desserts choices. 
     We were fortunate to have District Commander, Bob Howd and his wife Sandi as well as District 
Executive Officer, Burt Pearson as honored guests and dessert judges. Many wonderful desserts were 
submitted by our members. Three in particular were deemed worthy of awards; these included 
submissions by Barbara Phillips, Carol Kelly and Anna Pittman and placed first, second and third, 
respectfully. 
     A special thanks goes to our all knowing, all omnipotent, P/C John Oberholtzer, for without his 
generous help and culinary aptitude, there would not have been an event! 
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     Old Salem tour and dinner at the Tavern was enjoyed by 14 of us from the squadron: the Kellys, 

Schultzs, Stathams, Kammeyers, Gordys, Nussmans and Wrenns.  Our tour guide was a delightful 

young lady and several "in character" performers brought us back into the 1750's.  Halloween 

appropriate ghostly stories rounded out the evening tour, and we then adjourned to the Tavern for a 

very nice meal which was a great reminder of very fine dining within easy reach of Greensboro. Kathy 

and I will return.  I had German beer cheese soup (great) and  lamb porterhouse (great), followed 

bourbon pecan chocolate pie with  real whipped cream (not available at home)!  
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Join us for the Greensboro Power Squadron’s Christmas Party 

 
Monday, December 9, 2013 at 6:00 pm. 

Centenary United Methodist Church 
2300 Friendly Avenue 

 
 Please join us for a potluck dinner, social activity and a visit  

from Santa and his helpers. 
 

Help us celebrate this special evening by bringing a large casserole 
 to share and a wrapped children’s gift labeled with the appropriate age 

and gender.  All children in attendance will receive a present from Santa. 
 

Gifts not distributed will be donated to the Children’s Home Society. 
 

The squadron will provide a meat entre’, coffee and tea. 
To reserve your space, mail your check payable to  
Greensboro Power Squadron for $5.00 per adult 

(children under 12 are free!) to: 
Todd Ring 

6605 Stonecroft Dr 
Oak Ridge NC  27310 

 
Reservations are required by December 2, 2013 

Todd & Tracey Ring 643-0650 
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11/2/13 Ladies luncheon 

11/9/13 Dinner and a show 

11/11/13 Membership meeting 

11/18/13 Ex Com meeting 

12/9/13 GPS Christmas party 

12/16/13 Ex Com meeting 

1/4/14 D27 Training Raleigh 

1/13/14 Membership meeting 

1/21/14 (Tuesday) Ex Com meeting 

1/25/14 GPS Change of Watch 

Schedule of Events 

2013 

      

Save the date!! 

 

 Sep. 20, 2014 

 

GPS 40th Anniversary  
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Lt/C  Carolyn Hackett 
PO Box 10873 

Greensboro, NC 27404 
carolyn322@gmail.com 

Please deliver to: 

 


