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 John and Sally Oberholtzer  “Sally O” 

 Ron and Anna Pittman “Anna Bee” 

 Steve and Chris Puckett "Simply Mahvelous" 

 David and Sue Schultz   “Iron Jenny” 

August Birthdays 

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

 Larry and Pat Freeze “Pelecanus”                           

 Alec and Kathy Wrenn “Carolina Wrenn”                 

 Mike and Carolyn Hackett "Hattitude"                      

 Mack and Vinnie Gordy "Optional Necessity" 
 

If you would like to be a “Patron of the Squadron,” please make a check of at least $25 payable to  
The Greensboro Power Squadron and send the check to  

Lt/C Todd Ring, 6605 Stonecroft Dr.,Oak Ridge, NC 27310. 

 

Notice to Mariners 

                Progressive Dinner 
 
On Saturday evening August 17th  we will host 
our progressive dinne, and we promise a wonderful  
evening for all in attendance.  
 
We do not plan to have any charge for the evening  
as everyone who attends is expected to provide  
some part of the menu.  
 
The evening will start at 5:30 with a cocktail party  
at a member’s home.  At 6:45 we will break into  
groups of 8 and depart to the homes of the couples who are hosting the dinners. The host couple will 
provide the main course, one couple will provide the salad, another, the vegetable, and another, the 
wine. The committee will assign the couples to the hosts’ homes two weeks ahead of the evening so that 
the host and the 3 guest couples can coordinate their individual menus; you are free to have anything 
you wish.  At 9:00 we will depart from the dinner hosts and go another member's home for desserts. 
 
Please make your reservations ASAP as we need time to assign all of the various tasks to the 
attendees. Please feel free to volunteer an hors d' oeuvre or a dessert. Everyone is sharing, and that is 
part of the fun. This is a wonderful way to get to know your fellow members and enjoy not only some 
great food, but a lot of wonderful camaraderie. What better way to get to know each other! 
 

Please contact John Oberholtzer (joberholtzer@triad.rr.com) to make your reservations and 

volunteer a service.  

04 Paul D. Long 12 John R. Lore 

04 Sally Oberholtzer 17 James E. Nitka 

07 H. Max Kern 28 Jo-Anne Statham 

09 Kendra E. Bulla 29 Larry Freeze 
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Commander’s Log 

Cdr David Schultz, SN 

 
     Last month we had a lot of fun.  We had the Watauga river cruise, and for the first time there really 
was a river!!  I should have taken a boat.  Even though there was a lot of rain, we still got to go hear the 
music down in Boone.  We had a nice crowd for pancakes Saturday morning as well.  We did have some 
dry time on Saturday and still enjoyed Sunday brunch at the Tow River Lodge once again.  I would like to 
thank Karl and ML for having us all up to their place and to also thank Woods McGinn and Wayne 
Nussman for chairing the event.  We also had the Hummer chaired by Mike and Carolyn Hackett, once 
again out at Burmil Park.  We had great food and great social time. 
 
     Just this past weekend, the Greensboro Power Squadron hosted another ABC public boating class at 
Humphrey's Ridge Marina on Belews Lake. The owners of the marina were very nice and did all they 
could to make us welcome.  Since I hear all seven in the class passed, there should be seven new safe 
and courteous jet skiers now on Belews Lake. 
 
     I cannot believe that it is the last month of summer already.  Where has the time gone? I feel that 
because of the unusually wet summer, the boating days have surely been numbered.  At the beach on 
the fourth of July weekend, I decided not to take  my boat out because of the crowded waterway and the 
high number of boating accident reports.  I am looking forward to once again this fall, taking the sailboat 
out for a week long cruise, destination undecided at this time.  If anyone would like to bring a boat and 
join us, we always have a great time, even last year on the coat tails of Hurricane Sandy.  This year we 
are going the first week of October (29 Sept.- 6 Oct.)  Hopefully we will have a mild winter this year, thus 
extending the boating season. 
 
     I also need to know if anyone is planning to go to the D-27 Conference in Greenville NC ( Sept. 27 & 
28 ).  If you are planning to  go, please let me know so I can list you as a delegate from the Greensboro 
squadron. 

  
Operation Big Sweep 

 
NEW DATE 

October 19, 8:30 AM 
at Carolina Marina 

  
    Bring your work gloves, rough clothes, and sun screen for this fun project in trash 
clean up of Belews Lake.  Lunch will be provided.  Boats and boat captains are very 

much needed.    
 

                             Contact Jerry Newton at 336-282-8522  
                   (leave message) or JLNewton3rd@aol.com. 

tel:336-282-8522
mailto:JLNewton3rd@aol.com
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     Summer is more that half gone and most if not all of us who own boats are very uncomfortable with 
the limited use of our boats this year!  We can blame the weather and that is valid.  We can also vent 
about how our schedules have blocked a good effort in getting down to our boats.  Schedule conflicts 
are not new.  And again, we will vow to use our boats MORE NEXT YEAR! 
 
     In keeping with another calendar year slipping away, the report of activities from the Executive 
Department grows shorter as well. 
 
     August 8-11, the D-27 Rendezvous takes place at Cape Charles, VA, a joint venture with District 5.   
David and Sue Schultz and Kathy and Alec Wrenn will attend this event.  Kathy is serving this year as 
Chief Aide for D-27 Cdr. Bob Howd.  We expect to be hosting a dessert evening with over 200 
attending.  That should be fun for the Chief Aide! 
 
     September 1-7, the USPS Governing Board meets in San Antonio, and this year David and Sue 
Schultz are representing us. 
 
     But in and around these District and National events are some good eating times with the Blueberry 
Social on our regular meeting night in August and our Progressive Dinner on August 17

th
. 

 
     Take advantage of your boating opportunities and your “eating opportunities”! 

 

 

   Important Notice to All Committee Chairman 

 
          

Merit Mark recommendations are due within 
two weeks after each event.   

Send to P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP at 
mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  

Call Mack if you have questions. 

Executive Officer  

Lt/C Alec Wrenn, SN 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Grant Dawson, AP 

     Summer just got here and is flying by.  We had a very well organized and enjoyable Hummer in the 
Summer, thanks to Carolyn and Mike Hackett. 
 
     We understand that the Watauga River  Blueberry Picking was also a great success.  Woods McGinn 
chaired this event with Karen and Wayne Nussman – hosted by Karl & ML Koebberling.  Those of us who 
were unable to attend will find out what a sweet success the event was at our Blueberry Social meeting 
on August 12, 2013.  We hope you can all come, bring a blueberry treat and enjoy a “get together” 
evening. 
 
     John Oberholtzer and Carol Kelly are organizing our Progressive Dinner for August 17.  Be sure  to 
contact them if you can be involved. 
 
     Our September 9, 2013 meeting will be a Wine Tasting at Stonefield Cellars in Stokesdale.  There will 
be a sign up sheet at our August meeting.  Please plan to attend. 
 
     The PC Happening is on the calendar for October.  Not sure what they are planning, but I am sure it 
will be enjoyable. 
 
     The water and students are calling so more later. 
 
     Safe Boating ! 
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Education Officer’s  

Lt/C Karen Nussman, JN  

     I have been thinking about some of the courses we have coming up, one of which is Navigator.  Jerry 
Newton will be teaching this course for us.  Jerry has a true love of boating and Nautical History and 
brings books to his classes to show the origins of many of our navigational aids.    
     This started me thinking about women’s history in boating and I started doing some research on the 
Internet.   Some of the earliest women captains were queens who decided to command their own ships, 
but were few in number.   However, I came across some females that really peaked my interest, and I 
would like to introduce them to you now.   These women were adventurous, fearless and brave.  They 
were all pirates!  The most famous are Anne Bonney and Mary Read.   
     Anne Bonney, born in County Cork, Ireland, was the illegitimate daughter of lawyer William Cormac 
and his housemaid. They immigrated to America after Anne's birth in the late 1600s and settled on a 
plantation near Charleston, South Carolina. Anne was known to be a headstrong young woman," she 
eloped with a young ne'er-do-well, James Bonney, against her father's wishes.”   James took her to a 
pirates' lair in New Providence in the Bahamas, but in 1718, when the Bahamian government offered the 
King's pardon to any pirate, James turned informant.  
     Soon after, Anne met and fell in love with the pirate Captain Jack Rackham.  Disguising herself as a 
male, Anne began sailing with him on his sloop “Vanity”, preying on Spanish treasure ships off Cuba and 
Hispaniola . It is reported that she became pregnant by Jack and retired from piracy only long enough to 
have her baby and leave it with friends in Cuba before rejoining him and her adventurous life on the high 
seas.  
     Mary Read was born in Plymouth, England, about 1690, the illegitimate daughter whose mother later 
married a sea faring man.  He left for a long voyage a pregnant wife and Mary.  He never returned.   
Mary’s half- brother was born, but did not survive long. When their money ran out, Mary’s mother took 
Mary to London to appeal to her mother-in-law for financial help. She knew this old woman disliked girls, 
so she dressed Mary in boy's clothes and made her pretend to be her son. The mother-in-law was fooled 
and promised a crown a week to help support them. Mary continued to masquerade as a boy for many 
years, even after the old woman died and the financial aid ended.  
     After several positions, always as a male, Mary enlisted in a foot regiment in Flanders and later a horse 
regiment, serving in both with distinction. She fell in love with a fellow soldier, disclosed her true sex, and 
finally began dressing as a female. After their marriage, she and her husband became innkeepers, owning 
the Three Horseshoes near the castle of Breda in Holland. Unfortunately, he died young and her fortunes 
soon dwindled.  
     Knowing that life in the 1700s was much easier as a man than as a woman, Mary reverted back to 
men's clothing and started her life over, this time going to sea on a Dutch merchant ship heading to the 
Caribbean.  The ship was commandeered by English pirates with whom she sailed and fought until they 
accepted the King's pardon in 1718 and began operating as privateers. Soon afterwards, the ship was 
overtaken by Captain Jack Rackham's Vanity.   
     Bored of the legitimate life, Mary again turned pirate. Anne Bonney, already part of Rackham's crew, 
and Mary quickly discovered each other's cross-dressing secret and became close friends. Mary found a 
lover on board and is said to have saved his life by protecting him from a threatened duel. She picked a 
fight with his opponent first and, with deadly use of her sword and pistol, ended his life before he could 
harm her husband-to-be.  
     Both Anne and Mary were known for their violent tempers and ferocious fighting, and they shared a 
reputation as "fierce hell cats." Their fellow crewmembers knew that -- in times of action -- no one else 
was as ruthless and bloodthirsty as these two women. 
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     In late October 1720, the “Vanity” was anchored off Point Negril, Jamaica, with the crew celebrating 
recent victories in their hard-drinking tradition. A British Navy sloop -- the man-o-war Albion appeared,  
The drunken male pirates quickly hid below deck, leaving only Anne, Mary and one other sailor to 
defend their ship. The women yelled at their pirate mates to "come up, you cowards, and fight like me."  
Getting no help, Mary shot into the hold killing one and wounding several others. The three fighters 
were eventually overwhelmed by the British Navy, and the entire crew was captured and taken to 
Jamaica to stand trial.  
     Captain Jack and his crew were tried on November 16, 1720, and sentenced to hang. Anne was 
allowed to visit her lover in his cell before his execution.  Her scathing comments to him live on 
throughout history: "Had you fought like a man, you need not have been hang'd like a dog."  
     Anne and Mary were tried one week after Rackham's death and were also found guilty. But at their 
sentencing, when asked by the judge if they had anything to say, they replied, "Mi'lord, we plead our 
bellies." Both were pregnant, and since British law forbade killing an unborn child, their sentences were 
stayed temporarily.  
     Mary is said to have died of a violent fever in the Spanish Town prison in 1721, before the birth of 
her child. Other reports say she feigned death and was sneaked out of the prison under a shroud.  
No record of Anne's execution has ever been found. Some say that her wealthy father bought her 
release after the birth of her child and she settled down to a quiet family life on a small Caribbean 
island. Others believe that she lived out her life in the south of England, owning a tavern where she 
regaled the locals with tales of her exploits.  
     And yet others say Anne and Mary moved to Louisiana where they raised their children together 
and were friends to the ends of their lives. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Humphrey’s Ridge Marina  
for sponsoring our recent America’s Boating Course on July 20

th
.    

They were extremely accommodating and helped us provide  
a fun and very successful class.   

Davina and Colin Middleton, the owners of the Marina 
said they are happy to help the GPS promote safe boating.   

If you are on Belews Lake, stop by the Marina for your  
gas, supplies and a great meal at their restaurant. 

Nautical Tidbit for August  
Shiver me timbers! - Akin to "Blow me down!", an 
expression of shock or disbelief, believed to come 
from the sound the ship made when 'shocked' by 
running aground or hit by a cannon blast. 
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8/8-11/13 D/27 Rendezvous Cape Charles, VA 

8/12/13 Blueberry social 

8/17/13 Progressive Dinner 

8/19/13 Ex Com meeting 

9/1-7/13 National Board meeting San Antonio Texas 

9/9/13 Membership meeting / wine tasting 

9/14/13 Smith Mt. Lake wooden boat show 

9/16/13 Ex Com meeting 

9/28/13 Greensboro Yacht  Club event 

10/14/13 PC Happening 

10/19/13 Big Sweep 

10/21/13 Ex com meeting 

10/26/13 Old Salem Halloween tour 

11/2/13 Ladies luncheon 

11/9/13 Dinner and a show 

11/11/13 Membership meeting 

11/18/13 Ex Com meeting 

12/9/13 GPS Christmas party 

12/16/13 Ex Com meeting 

1/4/14 D27 Training Raleigh 

1/13/14 Membership meeting 

1/21/14 (Tuesday) Ex Com meeting 

1/25/14 GPS Change of Watch 

 

Schedule of Events 

2013 
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Lt/C  Carolyn Hackett 
PO Box 10873 

Greensboro, NC 27404 
carolyn322@gmail.com 

Please deliver to: 

Judith M 

 


