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Have you heard there is a need for canned food?   

Let’s help our local food banks. 

  
The GPS Executive Committee has authorized the following: 
On Monday, September 10

th
, at our regular meeting, GPS will 

be collecting canned food to help fill the empty food 
shelves.  Please bring one, two or as many cans as you would 
like and let’s show the community that GPS can also help out in 
non-water matters. 
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September Birthdays 

 Chris and Stephen Puckett……..      
Simply Mahvelous          
  Ron & Anna Pittman.................Anna Bee 
John & Sally Oberholtzer…..…....Sally O 
Wayne & Karen Nussman……...Impulse 

“Thank You”  
The above individuals made contributions in support of our squadron this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your contributions and that of our many members,  we have had an outstanding  
year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or Patron of the 

Squadron, contact Lt Lee DuVall; lduvall@northstate.net 
 

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

Mack & Vinnie Gordy………… 
Optional Necessity 

  Woods McGinn………...…...Blue Moon 
  Jerry Newton………….……..Petey 
   Mike & Caroline Hackett  Hattitude 
   James & Brenda Norris 

NOTICE TO GPS MARINERS 
September Meeting Program 

 
Every boat owner, whether they will admit it or not has at one time or another had an “OOPS” during their 
boating experience.  It often happens suddenly and triggers all kinds of un-seamanlike conduct including 
seldom used words and gestures.   After we calm down and examine the damage the next thought is “now, 
*#@!! What do I do.” 
 
Well, the September program is just what you need to calm down and learn how to face the crisis.  Bring a 
guest and join your GPS friends as we welcome Jeff McCain, a former GPS member and long time boater 
with lots of experience in everything associated with boating and fiberglass molding and repairs. 
Bring your questions and be prepared to make notes.  Jeff will explain the science of 
Gelcoat/fiberglass repair and what materials are required.  Then, best of all he will actually demonstrate 
how to make the repairs to those dings, voids, cracks and scratches that just become a part of boating. 
 
This will be a great learning experience you will not want to miss. 
 
 

Kendra & Keith 
2012 Program Co-Chairs 

 

     22 Lt Anna Busby Pittman 

     24 Betty R. Canter, P 

     26 Charlene R. Green, S 

     27 P/C Karl O. Koebberling, SN 

     29 Lt Eugene R. Elzinga, S 

     29 Patrick E. Wright, S 

      1 Lt/C  Ken Fonville, SN 

      4 Lt Michael A. Gunter 

      9 Lt Dawn Long, AP 

      10 Chris Puckett, P 

      11 E. Walker Stevens, SN 

      17 Marshall Scott Eakes, P 

      21 Rebecca L. Dorrell 
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Commander’s Log 

Cdr Ron Pittman, P 

During September, members of the Greensboro Power Squadron will have the rare opportunity to attend the 
United States Army’s production of the ”Spirit of America” at the Greensboro Coliseum on Saturday, 
September 15

th
 at 7:30 PM. The “Spirit of America” is one of the U.S. Army's largest community outreach 

events. Since its inception, hundreds of thousands of people have experienced the patriotic pageant. With 
music, precision drill demonstrations, and historical re-enactments, this action-packed performance offers 
inspiration and entertainment for everyone. There is no cost for the performance. Mack Gordy is coordinating 
this activity and please contact him as soon as possible to reserve your ticket.  

I am looking forward to attending the performance at the Greensboro Coliseum, and have been thinking 
more and more about the “Spirit” of this great nation and the history of how we were founded, what we did to 
keep our nation strong against aggressors, and what our brave American’s are doing daily to maintain our 
freedom.  Each day brings us the news of an American dying fighting on foreign soil in the defense of our 
county and liberties for other humans.  Such sacrifices are still hard to understand, and America has been 
doing this since we became a nation over 200 years ago.  Preserving our foundation and commitment to 
serve and protect was won at a tremendous cost.      

One of our strongest freedoms is the ability to elect the President of the United States. 
It seems all we are seeing on television are political advertisements.  Too many are attack advertisements 
without merit or are so highly exaggerated that we do not know who or what to believe. One person will say 
they did this for the economy, and the opposite candidate will have an advertisement indicating the person 
didn’t do what they said they did.  Who do you trust and what can we believe?  I do know this year I have 
made a commitment to make sure I feel comfortable with each candidate that I vote for by being informed.  
 
I am sure we all have heard stories about World War II. So many of our members have military backgrounds 
and certainly can relate to what I am about to say. I continue to receive a quarterly newsletter from my 
father’s (Bob) unit in WW II.  He was with the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron (“The Headhunters”) 5

th
 Army Air Force 

in the Pacific Theatre going from island to island continuously from January of 1942 until May of 1945 (no 
state-side leave).  The Squadron started in WWII and continues flying even to this day.  This issue included 
some sobering statistics regarding what the United States of America sacrificed during WWII.  Did you know 
that 6,600 Americans died per month, about 220 per day? In a single raid of 376 B-17 bombers in August of 
1943, 60 of the B-17’s were shot down. There was a loss ratio of 16%, which meant there were 600 empty 
bunks in England following this raid. One of my father’s boyhood friends and college roommates (Calvin) 
went down over Germany while piloting his B-17. Calvin never came back. The worst B-29 mission was 
against Tokyo on May 25, 1945, at a cost of 26 Superfortresses (286 men) of the 464 B-29’s dispatched 
from the Mariana Islands.   
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Executive Officer  

Lt/C David Schultz, SN 

Well it seems that the year has just started, but it is September already, and time to start to look at next 
years calendar. so this really is the last chance to ask if anyone has any comments, ideas, and/or 
suggestions about past, present, or untried events that you would like to have us try next year. So if anyone 
has any ideas, please send me an e-mail right away at: schultzd@triad.rr.com  
Well coming up in the XO department is a great event we hold every year at Belews creek. It is a half day on 
the lake and for those of you who may not have been on Belews creek before it is a very clean and deep 
lake set down between the hills just north of town. about a 30 to 45 min drive from Greensboro or High Point, 
so if you have not been up there  lately please put this event on your calendar (October 6th ) and plan to join 
us for clean sweep. Don't let the name fool you it's not near as much work as you might think and a lot of 
fun. I am sure that the chairman of this event Jerry Newton can find something for anyone that would like to 
help. 
Also about the second week of October is the District 27 Fall Council/Conference this is being held at the 
Blockade Runner Hotel in Wrightsville Beach, NC the weekend of October 12-14th the room rate is very 
good for a beach weekend with the "US Power Squadron" Group rate of only $89 a night. At the event there 
well be the meetings during the day but at night there well be a banquet one night and a riverboat dinner 
cruise the other. The cut off date for this room rate is September 26th so don't put it off and risk forgetting, 
call now! (800-541-1161)  
Lastly, if you have not heard, I hope it's not to late, On Saturday September 15th at the Greensboro coliseum 
the US Army's production of the "Spirit of America." will be performed. Show starts at 19:30 ( 07:30 
PM ) and the cost is a call to Mack Gordy. 
That's right the show is absolutely free just call Mack and let him know how many tickets   You well need. 
The show is the story of the US Army told through Music, narration, and live action dramatization. So come 
check it out. Well I need to get this sent off and get back to working on the boat before Sue comes looking 
for me. So have a good day and "I'll see ya on the pond!"   

For more than 30 years, Spirit of America has told the story of the United States Army through each and 
every American generation. With a unique combination of stirring music, historical narration and live action 
dramatization, Spirit of America presents the true story of men and women who have left friends and 
families behind to protect and defend the United States of America. Spirit of America commemorates the 
brave actions of ordinary men and women who as U.S. Army Soldiers preserve the freedoms we enjoy 
today. 
Spirit of America is one of the U.S. Army's largest community outreach events. Since its inception, hundreds 
of thousands of people have experienced the patriotic pageant. With music, precision drill demonstrations 
and historical re-enactments, this action-packed performance offers inspiration and entertainment for 
everyone. 
More than 300 active duty U.S. Army Soldiers from the U.S. Army Military District of Washington participate 
in Spirit of America. Featured are the premier ceremonial troops of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old 
Guard) and The U.S. Army Band "Pershing's Own." Elements of The Old Guard who participate include the 
U.S. Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps, the Caisson Platoon, the Commander-in-Chief's Guard and the 
U.S. Army Drill Team. These elite units stage and perform dramatic, entertaining and historical re-
enactments with production guidance from the U.S. Army Military District of Washington's Office of 
Ceremonies and Special Events. 
 

We have ordered 40 tickets.  To reserve your ticket(s) please contact Mack Gordy as 

soon as possible (mgordyjr@triad.rr.com). 

mailto:schultzd@triad.rr.com
http://www.mdw.army.mil/
mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Alec Wrenn, SN 

 

In Loving Memory of Tyler David Williams…… 
 
Our membership oath in our Operations Manual:  
Exactly ten lines.  Exactly 50 words. It saves lives ! It is not the reciting of this oath that 
saves lives, it is fulfillment of our mission that saves lives. 
  
When we have so much fun like we did on June 11th at Darryl's Restaurant, we are not 
focused on our mission, we are having fun, fellowship, and a good meal. Our boat safety 
training exercise was thunder stormed-out for the second time in one month, give or take a 
day or two. We WILL have this boating safety exercise, but at a later time. 
 
A friend, an attorney, called me sometime ago. He called me because he knew that I was 
involved with the United States Power Squadrons, with the Greensboro Power Squadron. 
  
The squadron fellowship is so warm, some say as warm as a family, and the resources of our 
fellow boaters is so rich, why would anyone try to tap any other resource about boating and 
about boating safety ? 
  
My friend, the attorney said that the lad was only 14 years old. 
  
How did we get here, how did we become members of the United States Power Squadrons 
and of the Greensboro Power Squadron ? We took a course, a very inexpensive course on 
safe boating. We took and passed an exam, and the interest of our teachers in us was so 
significant.  They wanted us to learn boating safety more than they wanted us to become 
members of the squadron. These teachers cared about us and our own boating safety. They 
hoped we would become members and continue the mission. But most of all they wanted us 
to be safe ourselves while boating. 
 
The lad's mom wrote me a thank you note, for donating my time to this effort, an effort that 
would give open acknowledgment and recognition to this tragedy as a tragedy that should 
not have happened. 
 
Our oath of membership..... Ten lines and 50 words..... "I do solemnly pledge..........; to 
promote high standards in navigation and seamanship;....... 
  
The mom wrote " We appreciate the time you spent concerning all of this.”  
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Our membership oath.....to maintain my boat and operate it legally"...... One report stated 
that the steering had become more difficult to operate as time passed.  
  
The mom continued, "More importantly, your work through the Greensboro Power Squadron 
to share safe boating best practices is a necessity". 
  
Another young teen, helmsman that day, perhaps had limited boating experience, but was 
being supervised by an adult.  
  
Our membership oath....."and conduct myself in a manner that will....." 
  
The boat collided with the float carrying the young lad. 
  
The mom wrote "Our son said in his eighth grade autobiography, "I understand that some 
things in life will never go the way I plan them too. I do know, however, that as long as I 
pursue my 'laws of life' - honesty, compassion and wisdom - I will make myself a better 
person." 
  
Our membership oath.....Ten lines exactly. Exactly 50 words.  
 
The mom wrote......"More importantly, your work through the Greensboro Power Squadron 
to share safe boating best practices is a necessity.  We applaud your work in this area. With 
more exposure, hopefully, tragic accidents like this will not occur." 
I believe there were four families involved in this horrific accident, and though I have limited 
knowledge, I truly believe it was just that, an accident. I also know that at least two 
generations of each of these four families will experience suffering from this tragedy for all of 
their days.   
 
My own brother was taken from us in 1964 (auto accident), I know the price that is paid by 
each family member, and for how long. 
 
So, when we as members of the United States Power Squadrons, members of the 
Greensboro Power Squadron, become lulled into not recognizing the significance of our work, 
the significance of our mission, let us overcome that tendency and regain and maintain our 
strength to continue to fulfill this precious and life saving mission. 
We as squadron members will never know the names of those whose lives are saved by the 
fulfillment of our mission, however we will read the names of those who fall victim to boating 
tragedies, tragedies that were avoidable. 

 

In loving memory of Tyler David Williams, a scholarship fund has been 
established through the Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro 
by Tyler’s parents, David and Ashley Williams.  The family wants 
information about this scholarship to be known, and so more details 
are available at  http://www.cfgg.org/receive/scholarship_overview  

http://www.cfgg.org/receive/scholarship_overview
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 Education Officer 

  

 
BOATING: A TRADITION WITH RULES 

 
Pleasure boating has existed since the dawn of civilization. One of the earliest forms of human transportation 
and enjoyment involved jumping on a floating piece of wood and moving it through the water. This activity 
flourished, improved, and developed its own traditions. Because waterways lacked traffic lights, yield signs, 
and directional signals, courteous practices developed into regulations to enable vessels to proceed safely 
through traffic. 
 
Unfortunately, fewer than 5% of today’s boaters have ever had instruction in safe vessel operation. And 
these people who are often operating water vehicles far more lethal than their automobiles. This might 
explain why so many of them cross our bows from an illegal direction or giving us strange looks when we 
provide  a sound signal indicating how we intend to pass them. These people are not only ignoring safety, 
but are missing out on an understanding of the rich traditions of the sea. 
 
Over the years, I have gathered stories to help others learn the rules of the nautical “road.” One old tale 
reports that in the early days the steering of vessels was achieved by attaching boards to one side and 
moving the board laterally in the water. Because people tended to be right handed, the right side of the boat 
became the steering side and became known as the “steer-board side.” Today it is called the “starboard.” 
These “steer-boards” could not be moved laterally when a boat was tight against a dock, so the left side was 
brought to the dock or “port” and became called the “port side.” 
 
These practices had implications for safe navigation. With the “steer-board station” on the right side of the 
vessel, the operator could not see the boats that were approaching on the left. His vision was blocked by 
sails, crewmen, or piles of cargo. So it became the practice for boats to “give way” to any vessel that was 
approaching on its right side. This became one of the basic foundations of marine law. 
 
Successful pleasure boating involves learning about safe boating practices, laws and traditions. These 
include outfitting every boat with effective sound producing devices, proper night time navigation lights, life 
vests, and fire extinguishers. Boaters increase confidence by having their vessels inspected regularly by 
members the United States Power Squadrons. This is a confidential, non-punitive, free service involving a 
check list of the safety equipment required by the United States Coast Guard. Boaters should also 
continually seek to increase their boating information and to engage in boating education. Those who have 
done these things have proven to be safer boaters and have been rewarded with preferential treatment by 
insurance companies.  
 
The oldest boating education organization is the United States Power Squadrons which is about to celebrate 
it one hundredth anniversary year. Contact them at www.USPS.org  or contact your local squadron. As its 
members remind us: “Boating is fun…We’ll show you how!” 

http://www.USPS.org
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Important Notice to All Committee 
Chairman 

Merit Mark recommendations are due within 
two weeks after each event.  Send to P/D/C Mack 
Gordy, AP at mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  Call Mack if 
you have questions. 

 
 
 

Greensboro Power Squadron 
2012 Schedule of Events 

 
January  

1/7      D/27 Winter Officer Training           
    NC State University Club, Raleigh 

1/9       Annual Business Meeting    
1/16  EX COM 
1/21  GSO Change of Watch 
1/25-1/29 USPS National Annual Meeting    
   Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL   

February 
2/13  Membership Meeting 
2/17  Multi Museum Tour-Lunch-AMTRAK   
Raleigh, NC 
2/20  EX COM 

       March    
3/12  Membership Meeting 
3/19  EX COM 
 
3/23 – 3/25  D/27 Annual Meeting & COW, New            
   Bern, NC 

April 
4/9   Membership Meeting -   
4/16  EX Com 

    May   
5/4 – 5/5 D/27 Rendezvous - Little River, SC 
              & GPS  Co-Op Charting    
5/14  Membership Meeting 
5/19 – 5/25 National Safe Boating Week 
5/18 – 5/20 Predicted Log South Harbour Village 
  
5/21  EX COM  

June 
6/11  Membership Meeting at Oak Hollow  
                    Fire and flare Training  
 
6/18  EX COM 

 
 

July 
7/9   Hummer In the Summer (No Mtg)  
   Bur-Mil Park, Greensboro 
7/16  EX COM 
7/21  Blue Berry Picking  Foscoe, NC 

August 
8/13  Blue Berry Social (No Mtg) 
8/18  Progressive Dinner– Date Change 
8/20  EX COM 

September   
9/2 – 9/9 USPS Governing Board  Detroit, MI  
9/10  Membership Meeting    
9/17  EX COM 
9/29   Smith Mountain Outing 

October  
10/06  Operation Big Sweep  
         Belews Lake 
10/08  PC Happening & Meeting 
10/12 – 10/14 D/27 Fall Council/Conference  
10/15  EX COM 

November 
11/10  Museum of Airborne & Special Ops 
   Fayetteville, NC 
11/12  Membership Meeting 
11/19  EX COM   
 

December 
12/10  Christmas Party     
12/17  EX COM 

January, 2013 
1/14  Annual Meeting 
1/26  Greensboro Change of Watch 
1/21  EX COM 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If you have a 

boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a boat, post it here. If you 
run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others might enjoy, let us know.  Contact 

Michael 336-382-2390 or if possible “michaelgunter014@gmail.com” 

2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with only 200 
hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 

Please join us at the Carolina Cafe at Friendly Shopping Center (next to Gate City Pharmacy) 
Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. for dinner and conversation before the Monthly Squadron Meeting. 
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get to 
know your fellow squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, great 
conversation, and no one has to cook!!  See you there!   

For sale:  20% share of Orion V.  38ft Catalina 380 – model year 2000.  If you ever thought about a big 

sailboat, but it seemed unaffordable, check with Paul Long. 855-0519 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear fellow members of the Power Squadron, 
 My two sons keep on wanting to borrow my boat to take their kids fishing at the Greensboro City Lakes. 
Last week it was brought back covered with Chicken livers that they had used to catch Catfish. I am looking 
to buy a used outboard motor of about ten H.P. that I can let them use on city owned boats. I need 
something fairly reliable at a reasonable price. I meant to place an ad in our last newsletter but forgot. 
Please keep your eyes and ears open and please let me know if you have any leads. 
                                                               Jed Norris 
                                                               336-674-5347 
                                                               Pleasant Garden 

********************************************************************************************************* 

"Many back issues of Cruising World, Good Old Boat, and Practical Sailor magazines. Free. 
Contact Bill Young at woyoung@triad.rr.com." 

mailto:woyoung@triad.rr.com
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Pictures from the Progressive Dinner Cruise 

The not so great pictures are because  

Everyone was having a good time eating the Great food 
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ANNOUNCING THE 
District 27 Fall Council/Conference 

October 12-14 2012 
 

The Blockade Runner Hotel 
Wrightsville Beach, NC 

 
Room Rate: $89 plus tax per night 

Ask for “US Power Squadron” Group rate 
800-541-1161 

 

Cut-off date for this rate is September 26, 2012 

 

Hosted by Goldsboro Sail & Power Squadron 

Cdr Lorenda B. Overman, JN 

 

   
 

 
Friday, 12 October, 1830 – 2030 

Menu :  
 BAKED BARBEQUED CHICKEN 

AUTHENTIC NORTH CAROLINA BARBECUE 
Parsley New Potatoes, Honey Baked Beans 

 Green Beans, Toasted Garlic Bread 

ICED TEA, Dessert, Cash Bar 
$47 per person 

Meet at the Dock of the Blockade Runner 
 at 1815  
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D/27 2012 Fall Council/Conference 
October 12-14, 2012 
The Blockade Runner Hotel - Wrightsville Beach, NC   
Rank                  First                                 Last                                      Grade              Cert. # 
 

 
                        Address                              City                                       State                 ZIP 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
         Phone                                        email address                                          Squadron 
 
Facility Fee for EACH attendee                                                      $   5.00  x ____ = $________ 
 
Friday 12 October: 
 All Receptions for members --- NO CHARGE – Number attending   ____ 
 
            ICW Cruise, Dinner, Dancing (cash bar) – Baked BBQ Chicken, 
 NC Barbecue, Parsley New Potatoes, Honey Baked Beans, Green 
 Beans, Garlic bread, Tea, and Desert.                                     $ 47.00 x ____ = $________ 
 
Saturday 13 October: 
 Spouse’s Coffee                         NO CHARGE – Number attending     ____ 
 Awards Luncheon – Club Croissant Sandwich – Ham, turkey 
  and cheese served on a croissant with baby greens salad, coffee and tea. 
          $ 18.00 x ____= $________ 
 
 Banquet (cash bar) – Blockade Runner Salad with House Dressing, 

Thyme-seared organic chicken breast served with Andouille sausage, 
Yukon Gold mashed potatoes, garden vegetables sauté finished with pan jus, 
 hot rolls, coffee and tea.                                                          $ 39.00 x ____= $________ 
     OR 
            Blockade Runner Salad with House Dressing, 
12 oz. pork loin chop, Yukon Gold mashed potatoes, garden vegetables 
Sauté finished with Merlot demi.                                             $ 39.00 x ____= $________ 
         
                         Total   $________          

     
New member since January 2012 _____       1

st
 time at District meeting ____    

 
Make checks payable to:  District 27 
Send completed form and payment no later than 28 September, 2012 to: 
 
                                     Cdr Lorenda Overman, JN 
                                     1132 Overman Road 
                                     Goldsboro, NC  27533 

Rank                  First                                 Last                                      Grade              Cert . # 
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Smith Mountain Lake Wine Festival and Get Together 
 
Come join the Hamlin’s at Smith Mountain Lake Saturday, September 29

th
 for a day of 

relaxation at the lake and you will also have the opportunity to attend the 24
th
 annual Smith 

Mountain Lake Wine Festival.  The Hamlin’s will provide meat for the evening meal and 
drinks.  We ask all others who can stay for dinner to bring a covered dish and your own beer/
wine.  Those going to the Wine Festival can buy their lunch on grounds.  Those wishing to 
stay at the lake house and enjoy the lake need to bring their own lunch.   
Advance tickets for wine festival can be bought on line (http://www.smlwinefestival.com/ ) for 
$20.00 per person or $22.00 at the gate.  Designated driver tickets can be purchased for 
$12.00.  Some housing opportunities are available at local motels and elsewhere.   
Contact Mary Hamlin (336-908-1988) or Tom Hamlin (336-908-6115) if you need additional 
information or directions to their home. 
 
381 Highland Lake Road 
Union Hall, Va 24176 
540-576-3140 

http://www.smlwinefestival.com/
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Lt  Michael Gunter 
290 S Steel Bridge RD 

Eatonton GA 31024 
michaelgunter014@gmail.com 

Please deliver to: 

LaBella 


