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Calendar of Events 

October Birthdays 

  Wayne & Karen Nussman……...Impulse 

 John & Sally Oberholtzer…..…....Sally O 
  Ron & Anna Pittman.................Anna Bee 

  Chris and Stephen Puckett……..Simply  

               Mahvelous 

   
 

“Thank You”  
The above individuals made contributions in support of our squadron this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your contributions and that of our many members,  we have had an outstanding  
year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or Patron of the 

Squadron, contact Lt/C Ken Fonville, JN  336-540-0610  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

Mack & Vinnie Gordy………...Optional  

         Necessity 

  Woods McGinn………...…...Blue Moon 
  Jerry Newton………….……..Petey 
  James & Brenda Norris 
   Mike & Caroline Hackett  Hattitude  

 

October 
 
 

 7-9  Riverfest & Pirates Flotilla/with          
        CFS&PS Wilmington/Hilton Docks 

 
 8 Operations Big Sweep Belews Lake 

 
10  P/C Happening  Dinner.  see P. 8 
 

 28-30 Historic Ghost Walk,   

           New Bern, NC 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

14  Membership Meeting-Paul Long 

discusses Cruising the 

Chesapeake 

 

 DECEMBER 

  

 12   Christmas Party 

          Centenary Methodist Church 
 

     2 J. Jones (Jones) McCall, P 

     3  Paul M. (Steve) Stephens III 

     4 Sam D. Hummel 

     8 P/C Larry E. Williams, JN 

   12 P/C Fred J. Schultz, SN 

   14 Heather L. Merrit 

   16 Mildred K. Wall, P 

    21 P/Lt/C Dan W. Chance, P 

     Jeff B. McCain, S 

     Todd N. Ring, AP 

    23 Lt Judith M. Dawson, AP 

    25 Lt Alexander (Alec) Wrenn, SN 

    30 Lt Ronald Mims Pittman, S 

    31 Beverly B. (Bev) Armfield 
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Commander’s Log 

Tom Statham, AP  
Executive Officer Report 

Lt/C Ron Pittman, P 

 This has certainly been a busy time for the USPS in the 
Triad area. A national Governing Board meeting in 
Greensboro, an on-the-water training Boat Operator 
Certification Course and a District 27 Fall Conference in 
Winston-Salem, all held in the same month. We also made 
history of sorts-there has not been a time (in recent history) 
that the ENTIRE NATIONAL BRIDGE has attended a local 
Squadron meeting. Kudos to P/C Vinnie Gordy,  for not only 
securing our National guests and our speaker, VADM John R. 
Ryan, USN (Ret.), but also arranging for our use of the Center 
for Creative Leadership as our venue for the evening. Also a 
special thanks to Kendra Bulla, Vinnie Gordy, Jed & Brenda 
Norris, Chris Puckett and Janet Sheffield for providing the 
refreshments and Steve Puckett for providing ground 
transportation for the Bridge. Those that failed to attend the 
meeting; you missed a very special presentation.  
 We have another special evening planned on Monday. 
PLEASE be sure and attend the Past Commander’s 
Happening at the Kern’s Estate. This is always one of our 
Squadron’s favorite events. It’s not too late to RSVP to P/C 
John Oberholtzer. See the contact information in this issue. 
 I hate to be repetitive, but as David mentions in his 
article the Ghost Walk in New Bern is coming up at the end 
of this month. This really is a fun weekend! The Town of New 
Bern opens up every year at Halloween and goes all out to 
put on a memorable event. Historic houses and businesses 
are all decked out in the latest in creepy attire. Ghosts are all 
around. We will have welcome parties on Friday and Saturday 
nights at the Comfort Suites located on the Neuse River. The 
Freeze’s and I have adjoining rooms where the fun and 
festivities will begin. Please bring a simple appetizer to share 
with the group. Larry has arranged really good rates and there 
are several other motels nearby if the rooms get taken. 
Weather permitting; we will have a Co-op Charting session 
Saturday morning.  
 Finally, Commander Change has struck again! There 
were rumors about a Seafood outing for the November 
meeting. Due to several factors, this has been canceled. The 
good news is we have an excellent program scheduled for our 
regular meeting time and place at the church. P/Stf/C Paul 
Long, SN, will provide us with a tour of the Chesapeake 
Bay Area. This will be a compilation of several years of 
touring many of the Bay’s intriguing and remote tributaries 
and ports. If it’s up there, Paul has probably been there.  
 In case you haven’t heard, Jo-Anne and I have finally 
become Grandparents-Popsie and Grams-(not poopsie as 
suggested by a certain PC who shall go unnamed, but his 
initials are MH  ackett). Collin Thomas Sharpe was born on 18 
September. Mom, dad and Tommy Boy (as I call him-
everybody else refers to him as Collin) are all doing well at 
their home in Garner. Well it’s time to send this to our editor, 
Michael Gunter. I’m being paged. Gotta go. And as they say 
in Slovakia, Dovidenia. 

 Earlier this summer Greensboro Power Squadron was 
asked to assist USPS with their Boat Operator Certification 
Course during the Fall Governing Board Conference in 
Greensboro.  Our responsibilities included finding a close by 
body of water with a conference room for classroom 
instruction.  In addition we were to have available boats in the 
range of 18 to 20 feet for the on-the-water instruction.  
Greensboro Power Squadron agreed to assist and I 
volunteered to be the main contact and coordinate the event.  
USPS indicated they hoped to have a boat here for the on-the
-water instruction too. 
 I left one weekend and headed to Southport to bring 
back my 20’ Bayliner Trophy that my son-in-law is selling.  
Four hours down and four hours back (230+ miles) the 
Bayliner was backed up into my driveway.  About two weeks 
prior to the Governing Board Meeting I began getting emails 
and telephone calls regarding the specifics of the course.  
Between me and other USPS members we were able to 
answer all their questions.   
 The weekend prior to the conference I received a phone 
call requesting that I pick up the USPS boat and truck at the 
Koury Convention Center.  When the boat arrived I was totally 
impressed with the boat, trailer and tow vehicle.  She was a 
20’ Boston Whaler Center Console with a T Top powered by a 
200 HP Mercury Verado 4 stroke outboard!  The truck was a 
Ford Crew Cab with options that I never figured out.  Both the 
boat and the truck were painted in powder blue with USPS, 
Coast Guard and Home Land Security decals all 
professionally applied.  It was a thrill to drive the truck and 
watch others eyeing the boat and the truck! 

 On the Sunday following the Conference Board several 

of the Greensboro Power Squadron (Hardy Spence, Keith 

Bulla, David Schultz, Dave Eberle and I) were at Oak Hollow 

Lake along with another USPS Member taking the Inland 

Navigator portion of the Boat Operator Certification course of 

instruction.  The on the water portion was most interesting 

and included engine start procedures, leaving the dock, 

turning maneuvers, driving backward, running a course 

through buoys, anchoring, etc.  We practiced several other 

techniques.  I believe I can speak for everyone that we all 

learned something new and we are better boat operators than 

we were before.  We can read how to operate a boat safely 

but being on the water brings all of what we read into much 

better focus.  By the way we all passed the course (including 

Hardy) and are certified Inland Navigators!    
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Ed. Officer’s  

Lt/C Hardy Spence, AP 

Administrative Officer 

Lt/C David Schultz, SN 

 Many unexpected occurrences can cause water to 
suddenly pour into your boat.  A collision with another 
vessel, an underwater rock or limb, or equipment failure 
can all cause a hole in the hull that needs immediate 
attention to control the flow of water into your boat. 
 Here from the United States Coast Guard (taken 
from “Sudden Flooding Calls for Fast Action and Special 
Tools”  ht tp: / /www.uscgboat ing.org/assets/1/
workflow_staging/News/251.PDF) are items for a flood-
damage-control kit: 
 Plugs and patching material: wooden wedges 
and tapered wooden plugs in a variety of sizes to match 
the boat’s thru-hull fittings; an assortment of rubber 
sheets and gasket material; rags, waterproof putty, and 
other filler for stuffing in and around patches for a better 
seal 
 Fasteners to hold the patch in place: hose 
clamps, nylon ties, twine, grease tape, fiberglass tape, 
and duct tape 
 Tools to make it all happen: screwdrivers, a 
hacksaw, an adjustable wrench, pipe wrench, nut driver, 
and a hammer.  These are not just to help patch the 
hole but to help close watertight doors and hatches, 
shut down machinery that could make a flooded area 
hazardous, and close off drains and discharges that can 
siphon water into the boat if they sink below the water 
line.  Also, since bilge pumps aren’t designed to handle 
the large volumes of water caused by a hole in the hull, 
a dewatering pump is a recommended investment. 

 Well it's the last day of summer, I for one hate to 
see it end. I love the summer, but as we prepare to set 
off on the longest boat trip of my life (ten straight nights 
on a 26 foot boat, trust me it will be long, even if it is 
only up to Cape Lookout and back about 120 miles or 
so). It reminds me that there is still a lot going on with 
the Greensboro Power Squadron this year. Coming up 
this weekend is the triathlon at Belews Creek; however 
it will be over by the time this is published. Upcoming 
events in October are Clean Sweep on the 8th. This is 
an event where we use our boats to search for and pick 
up trash on and around Belews creek. This is a lot more 
fun than it sounds and this year there will be bragging 
rights as well as some unknown prize for the most trash 
found and the most unusual find as well, this according 
to chairman P/C Tom Hamlin. Afterwards we gather for 
lunch provided for the workers. The event is usually 
over after lunch, if a pretty day, some people will go for 
a boat ride. 
 Also happening on Monday the 10th, in lieu of our 
monthly meeting, will be the Past Commanders 
Happening. This will be held at the Kearns barn. This is 
always a lot of fun socializing and enjoying good food 
served by the past commanders. There is also a dessert 
contest with the best desserts ever to be found. 
 Then at the end of the month, 28th - 30th, is the 
annual ghost walk in New Bern. This event hosted every 
year by the town of New Bern, has been a favorite trip 
for the Greensboro Power Squadron. One of the local 
churches host a spaghetti dinner for a very reasonable 
cost, following that we begin the ghost tour, a family 
friendly event. You go to homes and business to hear 
the folklore tales. During the day on Saturday, the GPS 
is planning a co-op charting event, for those interested 
in participating. There is also shopping to be done for 
those interested as well. As of last notice, there are 
rooms still available. Please check with Chairman Larry 
Freeze for further information and tickets to the ghost 
walk. Check with Chairman P/C John Oberholtzer for 
the co-op charting event. 

 October is a busy month; hopefully, everyone can 

find an event to participate in. As for the rest of the year 

please check your calendars for other upcoming events, 

especially the annual Christmas party. So long for now 

and I hope to see ya on the pond. 

http://www.uscgboating.org/assets/1/workflow_staging/News/251.PDF
http://www.uscgboating.org/assets/1/workflow_staging/News/251.PDF
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2011 Schedule of Events 

Date Event Location 
  

June 13 Monthly Meeting – Greensboro 

June 17-19 D/27 Rendezvous-River Dunes Grace Harbor/Oriental, NC   

June Kid’s Day at the Lake Postponed 
  

  

July 11 Hummer-in-the-Summer/Par 3 Tourney 
(in lieu of membership meeting) 

Bur-Mil Park 

July 23 Watauga River Cruise/ Blueberry Picking The Koebberling’s – Foscoe, NC 
  

August 8 
  
August 27 

Blueberry Social – (in lieu of membership 
meeting) 
High Rock Lake/BBQ Outing 

  
  
High Rock Lake,        Gunter’s 
Cabin 
  

September 12 Meeting-Vice Adm. John Ryan USN (Ret) Center for Creative Leadership 

September 12-17 Fall Governing Board 4 Seasons/Greensboro, NC 

September 30- D/27 Fall Council/Conference Marriott/Winston-Salem, NC 

October 7-9 Riverfest & Pirates Flotilla/with CFS&PS Wilmington/Hilton Docks 

October 8 Operations Big Sweep Belews Lake 

October 10 
 
October 28-30 
November 14 
December 12 

P/C Happening 
 
Historic Ghost Walk 
Membership Meeting 
Christmas Party 

Kern’s Estate 
 
New Bern, NC 
Centenary Methodist Church 
 
Centenary Methodist Church 

January 9, 2012 GPS Annual Business Meeting 

 

Membership Meetings  2
nd

 Monday of each month   First Lutheran Church 
                      Time:  1930                    3600 West Friendly Ave. 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If you have a 

boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a boat, post it here. If you 
run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others might enjoy, let us know.  

Contact Michael 643-1289 or if possible michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with only 200 
hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 

Please join us at the Carolina Cafe at Friendly Shopping Center (next to Gate City Pharamacy) 
each Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. for dinner and conversation before the Monthly Squadron 
Meeting. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get 
to know your fellow squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, 

For sale:  20% share of Orion V.  38ft Catalina 380 – model year 2000.  If you ever thought about a big 

sailboat, but it seemed unaffordable, check with Paul Long. 855-0519 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The entire National Bridge at one squadron Meeting!" 
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Important Notice to All Committee 
Chairman 

Merit Mark recommendations are due within 
two weeks after each event.  Send to P/D/C Mack 
Gordy, AP at mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  Call Mack if 
you have questions. 

Ghost Walk-New Bern 
28-29 October 

 
 

Mark your calendars! 
We are doing the Historic Ghost Walk 

in New Bern again. If you haven’t been, it’s 
really a Hoot. 

We will start Friday night with a welcome in 
cocktail party at the Comfort Suites, 218 E. Front 

Street. 252-636-0022. Lt. Larry Freeze has 
reserved a block of rooms, both on and off the 
water. The Ghost Walk tickets are good for two 

nights, so have your walking shoes ready. 
Saturday morning will have several options: 

Details to follow. 
Saturday night after Happy Hour, for those 

interested, we will have tickets for the traditional 

The Past Commanders Happening 
Monday, October 10th      1800 hours 
The Past Commanders invite one and all to 
attend our fabulous "Lasagna Dinner". 
Great food, fun, and even better fellowship at 
Shirley and Max Kern's Estate. 
The menu will be lasagna, an Italian green salad, 
and lots of good bread, olive oil and butter. Tea 
will be provided; adult beverages are BYOB. 
Price: $12.50 for adults, $6.50 for children. 
There will be a Dessert Contest so bring your 
best dessert and be prepared to win the 
accolades of the membership and a fantastic 
prize. 
Please make your reservations by sending your 
check, made payable to Greensboro Power 
Squadron Past Commanders, or by calling   
336-931-1204 or e-mail 
joberholtzer@triad.rr.com 
P/C John Oberholtzer, 3102 Solara Trace, GSO, 27410 

Please note: It is important that you make your 

reservation so that we can plan for the 

appropriate quantity of food. If you make a 

reservation and do not cancel it 72 hours (3 days) 

in advance we will expect that you will attend and 

if you do not attend, you will pay for your reserved 

meal. 

Boat for Sale: Immaculate, lightly used and lovingly cared for, 
2007 Maycraft 23' Pilot house skiff. 225 Yamaha 4 stroke with 
120 hours mounted on Armstrong bracket. Yamaha warranty 
through 2012. Bimini top covers aft deck area. Full set of 
enclosure canvas. Raymarine C-80 chart plotter and separate 
Raymarine DS400 depth sounder, Raymarine Ray54 VHS with 
DSC, stereo- CD player, remote controlled spotlight, Lenco trim 
tabs with position indicator and auto-retract, Porta-potti, Racor 
fuel filter, teak backrest and custom cushions on stern seat. 
Extra side mounted removable seat and three step unit for 
ease of boarding. Lines, fenders, plow anchor with 250' of rode 
& other extras. Professionally detailed and waxed, always 
stored indoors in Carolina Marina dry stack. Always serviced by 
Collins Marine and professionally winterized. Aluminum trailer 
with brakes, spare tire and tool box. 

Boat is located at Collins Marine, Rt. 70, Smithfield, NC. 

Contac t   Je f fe r y  Par r ish  919 -934-3143 or 

www.collinsboating.co Sunrise on High Rock Lake. Oct 2 2011 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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Lt  Michael Gunter 
173 Fox Trot Ln. 

Stokesdale, NC 27357 
michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

Please deliver to: 

Come Monday 


