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Calendar of Events 

November Birthdays 

  Wayne & Karen Nussman……...Impulse 

 John & Sally Oberholtzer…..…....Sally O 
  Ron & Anna Pittman.................Anna Bee 

  Chris and Stephen Puckett……..Simply  

               Mahvelous 

   
 

“Thank You”  
The above individuals made contributions in support of our squadron this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your contributions and that of our many members,  we have had an outstanding  
year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or Patron of the 

Squadron, contact Lt/C Ken Fonville, JN  336-540-0610  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

Mack & Vinnie Gordy………...Optional  

         Necessity 

  Woods McGinn………...…...Blue Moon 
  Jerry Newton………….……...…..Petey 
  James & Brenda Norris 
   Mike & Caroline Hackett  …..Hattitude  

NOVEMBER 

 

14  Membership Meeting 
      1st Lutheran Church 

 

 DECEMBER 

  

 12   Christmas Party 

          Centenary Methodist Church 
 
  25   CHRISTMAS 

 1 Kay Deaton 

   John L. Lomax, AP 

 7 Lollie Holland 

 9 Lt Shirley H. Kern, S 

10 Steve Chabon, AP 

15 Laura Stroupe Barrier, P 

 P/Lt/C W. Clint Jackson III, SN 

16 Bill Bates, JN 

16 Zachary S. Eakes, P 

 P/D/C L. Steve Puckett, SN 

17 Richard C. Young 

18 Elizabeth H. Crosby, P 

 P/D/C Jim Ward Jr., SN 

21 Berry T. Stout, AP 

30 Ralph D. Stout Jr., AP 

JANUARY  
 

  7  D/27 Winter Officer Training         
  NC State University Club, Raleigh 
 
  9  Annual Business Meeting  
   
  16 EX COM 
 
  21 GSO Change of Watch 
 
  25-29 USPS National Annual Meeting   
    Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL  



3 

Commander’s Log 

Tom Statham, AP  
Executive Officer Report 

Lt/C Ron Pittman, S 

 Being retired has offered me time to work 
around the house, on the boat, and visit with family 
and friends.  Another good thing about retirement 
has been the ability to read books that I have been 
putting aside due to employment priorities. 
 I just finished reading a book entitled Before 
the Wind.  This book is a memoir of an American 
sea captain by the name of Charles Tyng from 
1808 until 1833.  Charles Tyng was born in 1801 
and rose from a cabin boy to a prosperous 
merchant and sea captain in the Boston area. This 
book had everything that I wanted to read.  There 
were voyages across the Atlantic, the Pacific, and 
the Caribbean.  He made ports of call in Cuba, 
China, Europe, and Indonesia.  This book is based 
upon actual manuscripts that Tyng wrote and is 
greatly detailed. 
 Even though the book is almost 275 pages and 
in small print, I had a tough time putting it down – I 
felt I was sailing with Tyng and experiencing all the 
oceans, pirates, terrible storms, exotic ports, British 
ships blockading our shores, etc. Charles Tyng, 
despite his father’s wishes, had a deep love of the 
water and entered his future career at the age of 
only 13 as a cabin boy.  Being new to sailing and 
uneducated on nautical terms, he was constantly a 
recipient of floggings and other ridicule from the 
crewmembers.  As he gained experience, he rose 
through the ranks and commanded several sailing 
vessels including some that he actually owned. 
 As a child, I have always had an immediate 
fantasy of someday getting aboard a sailing ship 
and commencing on a distant voyage. My seagoing 
fantasies were fulfilled reading this book. Without a 
doubt, Before the Wind belongs on everyone’s 
bookshelf that enjoys reading about the early 
history of America’s presence on the oceans. Get a 
copy, sit in front of a warm fire, and begin your 
sailing adventure with Charles Tyng too!  

 Fall is truly a Great time of the year. Look 
back at all the fun things that have happened 
already. Jo-Anne and I have our first grandchild, 
Colin THOMAS Sharpe. We have had the National 
Fall Governing Board here in Greensboro, the D-27 
Fall Council in Winston, the P/C’s happening in 
Summerfield, Operation Big Sweep in Belews Lake 
and The Ghost Walk in New Bern. Of course let’s 
not forget the WTF, Some People Need to Get a 
Life Demonstrations- aka, Occupy Wall Street and 
the rest of our country! And of course my personal 
favorite- Why the Heck Is My IRA So Adversely 
Affected By Greece and Italy- celebration? Who 
says retirement isn’t fun, exciting and challenging. 
 As you can tell by my column as well as my 
fellow Bridge Officers, the year is starting to slow, 
events are fewer and there is less to discuss each 
month.  However there are several entertaining 
events left this year. CFS&PS is having a cruise to 
the downtown Wilmington docks this weekend. This 
is a great time of the year to boat- a cool breeze 
hitting you in the face while cruising and marveling 
at Mother Nature’s beauty as the colors of the 
leaves changes dramatically, almost before your 
eyes.  

This Monday night, P/Stf/C Paul Long, SN will 
make us all wish to be boating on the Chesapeake 
as he will give a presentation on the magnificence 
of the Bay area. This will be a compilation of 
several trips he and Dawn and many of their friends 
have made to various storied ports and anchorages 
in the Virginia and Maryland areas. Of course, let’s 
not forget the final GPS event of 2011, our annual 
Christmas Party. As usual, the event will be held at 
the “Pumpkin Church” –Centenary Methodist 
Church on W. Friendly. Ave.  As always, prepare to 
bring one of your favorite dishes to share with our 
members. This is also a time of giving, so please 
bring a child’s gift as we donate to the Children’s 
Home Society each year. More info to follow next 
month. .As per usual, there is something or 
someone calling me, begging me to finish this 
article. This time, it’s the rack monster. After looking 
at the DOW being down 400+ points, I’ve 
developed a little headache and need a nap. As 
they say in Ireland, fo dea-. Gotta go! 
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Ed. Officer’s  

Lt/C Hardy Spence, AP 

Administrative Officer 

Lt/C David Schultz, SN 

 Well, I have just finished writing the last report 
(I hope) and the year seems to be winding down.  
However I am still cleaning up and repairing things 
from our last trip up the intercoastal waterway. We 
traveled from our home port or Holden Beach out to 
the Cape Lookout. It was not only fun, educational 
and rewarding but also the longest trip we have 
even endured on our sailboat. The next weekend is 
the Ghost Walk in New Bern, I hope that a lot of 
you decide to join us at the last minute because the 
more the merrier. After this event it looks like the 
next event is the Christmas party, hopefully we will 
have a large group to attend this event as well. It 
looks like that we will have a lot to look forward to 
next year. The new commander and bridge are 
doing some new things and are still planning to 
bring back some of the squadron favorites. 
 Although the calendar has already been sent to 
the printer, I still want to take this opportunity to 
encourage anyone and everyone to think about 
what you would like to do in the squadron. Ask 
yourself, “why did I join in the first place and what 
would I like to do now?”. The members of the 
executive committee are always trying to think of 
programs or events that will attract new people to 
the squadron. So if anyone could please give us 
ANY ideas that we could look into, it would always 
be helpful. Even if the event is something that is not 
possible to do, maybe modifications could be made 
to be able to make an event possible. 
 The weather is ideal right now for boating, so 
hopefully everyone is taking advantage and getting 
on the water. 
 I better get out and clean up the center console 
if I am going to take it to the coast. Hope to see 
everyone in New Bern and “I’ll See Ya on the 
Pond.” 

Reasons to Wear a Life Jacket While Boating 
  
 From Ericka Watson, former About.com Guide 
No matter how you slice it, almost any boating 
accident imaginable has a predictable outcome – 
you in the water fighting for your life. Unless you 
are wearing a life jacket, your survival chances are 
marginal… 
 Capsizing and falls overboard are the most 
reported types of fatal accidents, comprising 59 
percent of all boating fatalities. 
Nine of ten drowning victims may have survived 
a capsizing or fall overboard if they had been 
wearing a life jacket. By wearing a life jacket while 
boating, you increase the chances of surviving 
exponentially. Think of it another way: without a 
lifejacket, how long can you tread water while 
waiting for rescue? What if you were injured?  
 You cannot prevent an accident by your 
boating skill or experience alone. Boaters with 
more than 100 hours boating experience, who are 
36 years or older and don’t have formal boating 
safety education are responsible for most of the 
boating accidents and fatalities. Even if you have 
confidence in your boating skills, consider the many 
boaters who are less experienced and educated 
who share the waterways with you. 
 Comfort is no longer an issue. The major 
reason boaters forgo wearing life jackets is they 
value comfort over safety. Thankfully, boating 
supply manufacturers have responded by 
producing lightweight life jackets that can be worn 
without discomfort for an entire day of boating. 
As I said, no matter how you slice it – there really is 
no reason not to wear a life jacket, and require all 
your passengers to wear one as well.  
 Choosing a life jacket for your boating activity is 
the first step. Next, wear it! 

http://powerboat.about.com/bio/Ericka-Watson-0.htm
http://powerboat.about.com/od/safetyandeducation/ss/1.htm
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2011 Schedule of Events 

Date Event Location 
  

June 13 Monthly Meeting – Greensboro 

June 17-19 D/27 Rendezvous-River Dunes Grace Harbor/Oriental, NC   

June Kid’s Day at the Lake Postponed 
  

  

July 11 Hummer-in-the-Summer/Par 3 Tourney 
(in lieu of membership meeting) 

Bur-Mil Park 

July 23 Watauga River Cruise/ Blueberry Picking The Koebberling’s – Foscoe, NC 
  

August 8 
  
August 27 

Blueberry Social – (in lieu of membership 
meeting) 
High Rock Lake/BBQ Outing 

  
  
High Rock Lake,        Gunter’s 
Cabin 
  

September 12 Meeting-Vice Adm. John Ryan USN (Ret) Center for Creative Leadership 

September 12-17 Fall Governing Board 4 Seasons/Greensboro, NC 

September 30- D/27 Fall Council/Conference Marriott/Winston-Salem, NC 

October 7-9 Riverfest & Pirates Flotilla/with CFS&PS Wilmington/Hilton Docks 

October 8 Operations Big Sweep Belews Lake 

October 10 
 
October 28-30 
November 14 
December 12 

P/C Happening 
 
Historic Ghost Walk 
Tour of the Chesapeake/ Paul Long  
Christmas Party 

Kern’s Estate 
 
New Bern, NC 
1st Lutheran Church 
Centenary Methodist Church 

January 9, 2012 GPS Annual Business Meeting 

 

Membership Meetings  2
nd

 Monday of each month   First Lutheran Church 
                      Time:  1930                    3600 West Friendly Ave. 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If you have a 

boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a boat, post it here. If you 
run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others might enjoy, let us know.  

Contact Michael 643-1289 or if possible michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with only 200 
hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 

Please join us at the Carolina Cafe at Friendly Shopping Center (next to Gate City Pharamacy)
each Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. for dinner and conversation before the Monthly Squadron 
Meeting. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get 
to know your fellow squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, 

For sale:  20% share of Orion V.  38ft Catalina 380 – model year 2000.  If you ever thought about a big 

sailboat, but it seemed unaffordable, check with Paul Long. 855-0519 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             PICTURES FROM THE NEW BERN GHOST WALK 
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             MORE PICTURES FROM THE NEW BERN GHOST WALK 
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Important Notice to All Committee 
Chairman 

Merit Mark recommendations are due within 
two weeks after each event.  Send to P/D/C Mack 
Gordy, AP at mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  Call Mack if 
you have questions. 

Pictures from the Past Commander’s 

Happening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November 
Meeting 

       
Paul Long will  

recap his  
many trips to the 
Chesapeake Bay 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lightship_116.jpg
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Please come! 

Greensboro Power Squadron Christmas Party 
Monday, December 12, 2011 

Centenary United Methodist Church 
2300 Friendly Avenue 

 
Arrive around 6:00 PM with large casserole to share and a wrapped 

child’s gift ($5 to $8) labeled with appropriate age and gender. 
Santa’s elves will select from these gifts so that the children in 

attendance receive a present from “Santa”. Gifts not distributed will 
be donated to the Children’s Home Society. 

 
 

The squadron will help you get into the Christmas Spirit by providing 
the ham, tea, coffee, rolls, and butter as well as special musical 

entertainment by one of our past Commanders. 
 

To reserve your space, mail your check payable to 
Greensboro Power Squadron for $5.00 per adult 

(children under 12 are free!) to 
Ken Fonville 

2601 Turner Grove Road 
Greensboro, NC 27455 
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The 41 year Cruise to Georgetown 
 

By Alec Wrenn 
 

 How did I get to Georgetown, South Carolina in October 2011 ?  Well let me tell you, and I will try to 
keep it reasonably short. 
 It began when I was a teen, but not in earnest until 1970.  When I was a teen, my brother and I bought 
a fiberglass boat kit and built a runabout/ski boat.  We used it on High Rock Lake mostly.  It was wonderful, 
but two teens could not keep up a boat, so we sold it. 
 On October 14

th
, 2011, at 8 AM, Kathy and I began loading our trawler “Carolina Wrenn” for a trip to 

Georgetown, S.C. 
In 1968, on another 14 October, at zero eight hundred hours, Kathy, my bride of exactly 100 days and 
99 nights, drove me to the Reception Area at Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia, where I reported for 
Active Duty at the Officer Candidate School. (Beginning with that day, Kathy and I had effectively 16 weeks 
together out of our first 116 weeks as a married couple.)  During my 8 months at Quantico, I met  P. G. 
Winstead, another “candidate” and we graduated as 2

nd
 Lieutenants.  He was instrumental in my 

completion of the first phase of training. 
 In 1969, as a 24 year old Marine Corps 1

st
 Lieutenant, I took a cruise in the Western Pacific and the 

South China Sea, but of course this was a cruise where we could not have family members with us.  What I 
learned and brought home with me to share with Kathy was how absolutely beautiful the cruising world 
could be.   I remember standing on the flight deck and seeing at the same moment, the sun in the West 
and the moon in the East.  Kathy would write me and say “we do not need any more pictures of sunrises, 
sunsets and moon rises”, but I could not get enough !  I also could not capture in pictures, the 
phosphorescence that illuminated the ship’s hull as we made way.  For a guy from an inland town called 
Greensboro, it was a new world. 
 Then, in early 1970, I was on an elevated and elongated small mountain top, and it was named Hill 65, 
meaning 65 meters above sea level.  We had several structures there, but our main structure was made of 
stout timbers, probably 12” X 12” beams or larger and many layers of sandbags on the sides but many 
more layers on the top.  This was our activity center (command and control bunker) and we kept all of our 
radios and wired phones to our 8” self propelled howitzers there.  Now you would expect that we might 
have “pin-ups” (girl pictures) in our bunker, but that was not so.  We did have a large picture of a 
McDonalds cheeseburger, and a large picture of a luscious pizza.  And we had a beautiful picture of a 35 
foot CAL sailboat at anchor in a half-moon bay.  The bay was completely undeveloped, that is it was all 
natural, no buildings or improvements. 
 Hill 65, and Hill 34, 52 and 25, and Marble Mountain shared some commonality.  Being an occupant of 
these hills (Vietnam) did NOT provide any opportunity to get hold of a McDonalds cheeseburger or a pizza.  
Needless to say, it also did not allow us anything even hinting at the serenity that one would experience on 
the CAL 35 shown in that picture.  However, that time and that circumstance quietly planted a seed in my 
being that I would one day find that serenity ! 
 Forty one years later, Kathy and I are here in Georgetown, SC on Carolina Wrenn, a 36 foot Sabreline 
trawler, a 20 year old boat, but “new” to us.  Although we are in Georgetown, it could have been Ocracoke, 
Oriental, the Chesapeake or many other locations.   As I write this, we just finished a candle light dinner on 
our boat, listening to a Yo-Yo Ma CD and drinking white wine given to us by a P.G. Winstead and his wife 
Michelle.  They live in Myrtle Beach and met us for dinner at our stopover in Myrtle on our way down to 
Georgetown. 
 I can hear the water lapping against the side of Carolina Wrenn, as a tender reminder that after 41 
years, I have now arrived at this once seemingly unreachable destination called “serenity”.   We plan to 
visit this cruising destination many more times. 
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Lt  Michael Gunter 
173 Fox Trot Ln. 

Stokesdale, NC 27357 
michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

Please deliver to: 

DAD’S TOY VI 


