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Newsletter Editor 
Lt Michael Gunter 

michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

The BREEZE is the official 
publication of the Greensboro Power 
Squadron, a unit of District 27 of the 
United States Power Squadrons®, 
published eleven times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month 
beginning at 1930 at the First 
Lutheran Church, 3600 W. Friendly 
Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE 
do not necessarily represent those of 
the Greensboro Power Squadron or 
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Calendar of Events 

March Birthdays 

John & Sally Oberholtzer…….……..…...Sally O 
Ron & Anna Pittman.......….….............Anna Bee 
Betty Potter 

        Jim & Frances Ward………………….Sea Star II 
        Larry & Madge Williams………..….C’est La Vie 
        Alec & Kathy Wrenn……..…….Carolina Wrenn 
 

“Thank You”  
The above individuals made contributions in support of our squadron this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your contributions and that of our many members,  we have had an outstanding  
year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or Patron of the 

Squadron, contact Lt/C Ken Fonville, JN  336-540-0610  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

April 
9 ABC One-Day Boating Course 
Irving Park Methodist Church 
 
11 Membership Meeting 
 
16 Belews Lake Triathlon  
 Belews Lake  
 
24 EASTER Please remember family 

and friends also. 
 

March 
14 Membership Meeting- 
 GSO Historical Museum 
 
 
 

  
25-27 D/27 Annual Meeting 
and Change of Watch 
Carolina Beach, NC 
 
 

  
  

12 Ava B. Mitchell 
16 Craig A. Cooper, AP 
22 P/Lt/C Carolyn E. Hackett, P 
25 P/C William T. (Tom) Hamlin Jr., AP 
28 Lt/C Patricia (Pat) Freeze, AP 

3 P/C J. Michael (Mike) Hackett, P 
4 P/C Philip A. (Phil) Hutson, N 
5 P/C R. Keith Bulla, JN 
6 Kenneth S. (Ken) Karb, JN 
8 P/C Clyde T. Canter, AP 
 R. Michael C. (Mike) Stokes 

Chuck & Ann Freeman ……………….Bluebird 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy……...Optional Necessity 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett......................Hattitude 

         John  Lore................................…......Sea Robin II 
         Wayne & Zaida Newkirk…..…………...Invictus 
         Jerry Newton………………………..……..Petey 
         Chris and Stephen Puckett….Simply Maharvolus  
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Commander’s Log 
Tom Statham, AP  

Executive Officer Report 
Lt/C Ron Pittman, S 

 If you listen carefully, you can hear Spring 
popping out all over. Lawn mowers, chain saws, 
boat maintenance being done, hulls being waxed, 
cruise plans being made. The thaw is mostly here 
and GPS members are making Spring plans! Isn’t 
this time of year great! Be sure and mark your 
calendars for the many events we have happening 
this Spring. 
 On Monday, 14 March we will have an 
Evening at the Museum. Be sure and let Anna or 
Ron Pittman know how many family, friends or 
guests you will be bringing. Remember, most of our 
events aren’t just for members. One good way to 
get new members is to let your neighbors, friends 
and family know we have a great time, on the water 
or off. This month’s meeting will give everyone a 
chance to see Greensboro’s recently refurbished 
Historical Museum and also explore a little wine 
and beer tasting.  Thanks to Ron Pittman allowing 
us to use his position on their board of directors to 
have a private opening of the museum. See you 
there. 
 Also, keep in mind the end of this month the D-
27 District Change of Watch to be held at the 
Marriott Courtyard at Carolina Beach. If you haven’t 
been to one or you haven’t been to one lately, then 
this would be a perfect time to go. What better 
timing or location: Spring time on North Carolina 
coast. The room rates are reasonable at the 
Marriott. However, there might be a chance of a 
free lodging with one of our members if you let me 
know soon enough-no guarantees though. Call me 
with your needs at 852-8411. 
 Keep your April calendar open too. We have 
the ABC One-Day Boating Course,  Belews Lake 
Triathlon, South Harbor Cruise/Golf Par 3/with 
CFS&PS and the 6th Annual Safety Expo/Safety 
@ Oak Island CG Station.  
 I’m being paged by my bride-“Get off that 
d*@#% computer and come to bed. It’s late!” So 
Buenas Noches-See you on Monday. 
 

Sunday Morning on CBS had an interesting 
segment on the downturn in prices of super yachts 
(those over 120 feet). Needless to say there are 
great buys out there in local papers, marinas and 
web sites like YachtWorld.com on all lengths and 
sizes of boats if you do your homework. 

Our boat “Anna Bee” was found located in 
Charleston by using Yacht World.  We knew we 
wanted a comfortable and fuel efficient trawler to 
use on the ICW for extended trips and nights 
aboard.  We went to Charleston one weekend to 
view a 32’ Marine Trader. It was cold and the rain 
was coming down in buckets. The boat broker went 
with us, to explain more about the diesel engine 
and accessories.  I made an offer which was lower 
than the asking price and received an acceptance 
that evening.  My offer was dependent on a 
satisfactory marine survey as well. 

Two weeks later I was on the Cooper River 
with the broker and surveyor heading to a marina 
for the haul out and inspection. After 3 hours in a 
hoist, the surveyor had the trawler lowered back in 
the water.  We pulled away from the Marina and the 
surveyor went down in the engine room a checked 
out all the other systems during the return trip to 
Cooper River Marina. 

After we tied up the surveyor and I talked 
about his findings.  He indicated that despite her 
age (25 years old) she was in much better shape 
than most Marine Traders her age. He claimed was 
that she was seaworthy and he would buy her if he 
was looking for this particular model of Marine 
Trader.  He also prepared an extensive report on 
every aspect of the trawler. 

The cost of the survey was $400.00 and the 
haul out was another $150.00 for three hours in the 
hoist.  Looking back at that investment, I believe it 
was money well spent based on the minor issues 
we experienced with her these past many seasons. 
The lesson learned is don’t offer the price they are 
asking and always have an offer subject to a 
successful certified marine survey.  Happy Boating! 



4 

Ed. Officer’s  
Lt/C Hardy Spence, AP 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C David Schultz, SN 

The next one-day boating course will be held 
April 9 at Irving Park United Methodist Church.  
This will be a great time to get family or friends up 
to date on the Nautical Rules Of The Road. This 
will probably be one of only two courses we offer 
this year. So get your cronies to get their intentions 
known ASAP. For more information, contact Mack 
Gordy. 
FLOAT PLAN 

Here is a reminder for everyone who enjoys 
time on the water: 
If you are going for just a few hours on your boat, 
let someone know where you expect to be and 
when you expect to return. If you plan a longer 
cruise, leave a copy of a written float plan with 
your marina, yacht club, or friend. A float plan 
includes a description of your boat, who is on 
board, a description of the safety equipment you 
are carrying, where you expect to be, and when 
you expect to be there. Instruct the person holding 
the float plan to notify the Coast Guard or other 
appropriate agency if you do not return within a 
reasonable time after your scheduled arrival (taking 
into account weather, etc.). When you arrive at your 
destination, or if your plans change, notify the 
person holding your float plan. This will avoid 
unnecessary worry and possible waste of search 
and rescue resources. There is no special or official 
form that you must use for a float plan, though you 
may find convenient pre-printed ones available in 
boating supply stores and catalogs, or you can 
generate a customized form using our Float Plan 
template. Do not attempt to file the form with the 
Coast Guard. The Coast Guard will not accept float 
plans. 
 
From http://www.usps.org/o_stuff/fl_plan.html               
Revised 4 June 1997  
Copyright © 1995, 2000 United States Power 
Squadrons All RightsReserved.  
® United States Power Squadrons is a Registered 
Trademark of United States Power Squadrons, Inc. 

Well it looks like travel season is just about 
here as I sit and wait for my car to be serviced. 
Makes me think of my boat and getting it ready as 
well, this month we don't have any squadron events 
planned for the water, However I know all of you 
have called Ron Pittman and told him of your plans 
to attend the monthly meeting at the Greensboro 
Historical Museum.   

And you can bet if we get a nice day I well 
be out on the water. I also just heard from the boat 
mechanic that my power boat is repaired and ready 
to be picked up and tested. So I guess I will have to 
get busy cleaning up both boats and start planning 
trips to take. Well in April I know that one boat or 
the other will be used just about every weekend. 
First we hope to have the sailboat down at the 
coast. I also plan to use the power boat for the 
Belews lake Triathlon and then at the end of the 
month back to the coast to join the Cape Fear 
Squadron in Southport for the weekend. Also at 
some point there is Easter weekend and the ABC 
boating class in there too. So April will be a busy 
time and looks like just about all summer and early 
fall will be the same.  

So I hope all of you are checking your 
Squadron calendars and planning to join Sue and 
me on as many trips as you can. Well time to go 
now, so as always  “See ya’ll on the Pond”.   
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If you have a 

boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a boat, post it here. If you 
run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others might enjoy, let us know.  

Contact Michael 643-1289 or if possible michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

 2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with only 200 
hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 
Please join us at the K & W at Friendly shopping Center each Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. 
for dinner and conversation before the Monthly Squadron Meeting. Everyone is invited and 
encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get 
to know your fellow squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, 
great conversation, and no one has to cook!!  See you there!   

For sale:  20% share of Orion V.  38ft Catalina 380 – model year 2000.  If you ever thought about a big 
sailboat, but it seemed unaffordable, check with Paul Long. 855-0519 

I would like to 
take a moment 

and wish everyone 
a very Happy 

EASTER. 
Please remember 
the ones you love 
and hold a prayer 
in your heart for 
those that have 
lost loved ones. 

Please remember 
our Military as 

they are spending 
this time fighting 
for our way of life. 

 
Lt Michael Gunter 
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Revised 2011 Schedule of Events 
  

 
 
Membership Meetings  2nd Monday of each month   First Lutheran Church 
     Time:  1930   West Friendly Avenue 
          
Executive Committee Meetings 3rd Monday of each month   First Lutheran Church 

Date Event Location 
    

January 8 D/27 Winter Training Meeting Raleigh, NC   
January 31- 
    February 5 

USPS Annual Meeting Orlando, FL 
    

February 5 
  

Raleigh Boat Show-Amtrak Trip Raleigh, NC   

March 14 GSO Historical Museum/Wine & Beer 
Tasting-Monthly Meeting 

Greensboro Historical Museum   

March 25-27 D/27 Annual Meeting and Change of Watch Carolina Beach, NC 
    

April 9 ABC One-Day Boating Course Irving Park Methodist Church   
April 16 Belews Lake Triathlon Belews Lake   
April 29-30 
April 30 

S. Harbor Cruise/Golf Par 3/with CFS&PS 
Also 6th Annual Safety Expo/Safety @ Oak 
Island CG Station 

Southport-South Harbor Marina 
Oak Island, NC 
  

  

        
May 14 Carolina Marina-New Member Rush Belews Lake   
May 21-27  National Safe Boating Week     
May 20-22 
  

Co-Op Charting Carolina Beach   

June 13 Monthly Meeting @ Capt. Bills followed by 
Dirty Harry Night @ Calibers Indoor Range 

Greensboro 

June 17-19 D/27 Rendezvous-River Dunes Grace Harbor/Oriental, NC   
June Kid’s Day at the Lake TBD 

    

July 11 Hummer-in-the-Summer/Par 3 Tourney 
(in lieu of membership meeting) 

Bur-Mil Park   

July 23 Watauga River Cruise/ Blueberry Picking The Koebberling’s – Foscoe, NC 
    

August 8 
  
August 27 

Blueberry Social – (in lieu of membership 
meeting) 
High Rock Lake/BBQ Outing 

  
  
High Rock Lake 
  

  

September 
September 12 

Predicted Log 
P/C Happening 

TBD 
TBD   

September 12-17 Fall Governing Board 4 Seasons/Greensboro, NC   
September 30- D/27 Fall Council/Conference Marriott/Winston-Salem, NC   
    October 2       
October 7-9 Riverfest & Pirates Flotilla/with CFS&PS Wilmington/Hilton Docks   
October 8 Operations Big Sweep Belews Lake   
October 28-30 
  
December 12 

Historic Ghost Walk 
  
Christmas Party 

New Bern, NC 
  
Centenary Methodist Church 

  

        
January 9, 2012 GPS Annual Business Meeting     
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District 27 Annual Meeting/COW 
                                                     25-27 March, 2011  

Courtyard Marriott Carolina Beach 
100 Charlotte Avenue 

Carolina Beach, NC 28428 

 
Room Rate: $109.00 plus taxes                  Reservations: 910-458-2030 – Direct # 
Ask for “USPS District 27” room block   CUTOFF DATE:   9 March 2011 
 
EVENTS; 
 
Friday 25 March: Dinner Cruise and Dance 
      Step aboard the Royal Winner Princess II to embark on a 2 hour 
      Dinner & Dance Cruise.  YOU WILL WALK STRAIGHT ON. The cruise is along the  
      Cape Fear River with dancing after dinner.  The menu will be Carolina BBQ & chicken 
      with sides, Coffee, tea and cake for desert, and a cash bar.  
       
Saturday 26 March:  Coffee 
      Spouse’s coffee for those who would like to attend.  There is no charge for this, 
      but we do need to know attendance numbers.  
 
Saturday 26 March:  Lunch  
      Soup, salad & potato bar, a selection of cookies to have for desert.  Coffee, tea provided. 
 
Saturday 26 March:  COW Banquet 
       Choice of Chicken Tuscany or Grilled Salmon,  garden salad, warm rolls, Chef’s selection  of            
       Starch, vegetable and desert.  Coffee and tea will be included.  
 
____________________________DETACH AND SEND________________________________ 
 
__________________________________        __________________________________ 

           Squadron Name                                                      Email Address 
 
On September 25, 2011 the District Conference gave permission to charge a fee for those who are NOT attending any of the ticketed 
events to help pay for meeting rooms.  For those who buy tickets, the fee is included in the ticket price.                                                                    
$8.00 X    ____ 
 
Friday -   Royal Winner Princess II Cruise                                                  $39.00 X ____ 
 
Saturday – Spouse’s Coffee   NO CHARGE      Need attendance number                   ____ 
  
Saturday – Lunch                                                                                          $18.00 X ____ 
 
Saturday – COW Banquet                Chicken Tuscany                                 $39.00 X ____ 
                                                          Grilled Salmon                                    $39.00 X ____ 
New Member since July 2009 _____         1st Time District Meeting ___       Total    ____ 
 
Please make checks payable to: D/27 COW 2011          
                                                                                   
Mail check and completed form to: 
Marlene Halkovitch,  
6691 Roberta Rd SW,  
Ocean Isle Beach, NC  28469.  
  
Event registrations must be received by Monday, 14 March, 2011. 

           Rank, Name, Grade                                                Spouse or 2nd member 
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Co-Op Charting Weekend 
Good Fun Doing Good 

May 20th -22nd 
This year's Co-Op Charting weekend will be at Carolina Beach starting on Friday May 20th with a 

festive and fun cocktail party at the Gordy's clubhouse. Dinner will consist of wonderful heavy hors 
d'oeuvres brought by the partiers. The squadron will provide set ups, sodas and some snacks. It will be 
BYOB for adult beverages. 

Saturday morning there will be a captain's meeting; location to be determined. We are planning a 
cruise up the beautiful Cape Fear River to the public docks on the Wilmington waterfront for lunch at 
one of the many terrific restaurants.  
Saturday evening will be a catered dinner at the clubhouse; the menu will announced at a later date, but 
I can assure you it will a delight to your taste buds. As usual, BYOB adult beverages. Costs will be 
determined when we get a close count on attendance but I can promised to keep it reasonable. 
 Please let John Oberholtzer or Dan Kelly know if you plan to attend and if you're bring your boat. 
Dockage is available at Mack's but, since there is limited availability, we need to get in our reservations 
very early. There are a number of ranges, markers, and facilities close to our home base at Gordy's so 
you don't need to spend a great deal of time to accomplish good results. Greensboro Power Squadron 
has an outstanding record for Co-Op Charting. Help us keep up the good (and tax deductable) work. 
We need crews so if you're not bringing  a boat don't hesitate to participate. 
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“A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM” 

 
  The March 14th Meeting of the Greensboro Power Squadron will be held at the 
Greensboro Historical Museum located at 130 Summit Avenue in Downtown Greensboro.  
This will be a private opening for GPS members and our invited guests. A brief business meeting 
will begin promptly at 1830 hours (6:30 PM) in the auditorium followed by a presentation from 
Museum Staff on several items of nautical history.  Following the presentations in the auditorium 
we will tour their newest exhibit “Voices of a City” as well as viewing “Welcome to the Gate 
City” and “Treasures of the Civil War” (a.k.a. The War of Northern Aggression).  

We will regroup back in the Lindsay Reception Gallery at 1930 hours for “Wine and Beer 
Tasting”. There will also be iced tea, water and finger foods. Nancy and Roger Kimbro, owners 
of Bestway Super Market on Walker Avenue (near the intersection with Elam Ave.) will offer 
samples of their favorite beverages as well as a critique of the subtle differences of each product. 
Bestway offers over 800 varieties of beer and a wide selection of wine. If you enjoy unique 
libations and haven’t been by their store lately, you are missing a very exceptional experience. As 
always, family and invited guests are welcome. 

 
Cost to enter the museum:                                    $ 0.00 
 
Cost of the Beer and Wine Tasting:                     $ 0.00 
 
Cost of a night with friends and family:              Priceless! 
 
The Greensboro Historical Museum just raised several million dollars from private donors 

in a Capital Campaign and has re-invested this money in much needed renovations and many new 
exhibits.  Come and enjoy these new exhibits and experience “Rich History Served Daily” at the 
Greensboro Historical Museum on March 14, 2011.  Please let Anna or Ron Pittman know if you 
are planning to attend and confirm the number attending: 
  
Please RSVP by calling 336.282-4555 and leave a message or reply to either:  
rpittman@listingbook.com or apittman3402@yahoo.com 

 
Parking is available on the street, behind the museum or in front of Gate City Chrysler. 
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Lt  Michael Gunter 
173 Fox Trot Ln. 

Stokesdale, NC 27357 
michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

Please deliver to: 

BERRYGOOD 


