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Calendar of Events 

December Birthdays 

  Wayne & Karen Nussman……...Impulse 

  John & Sally Oberholtzer……....Sally O 
  Ron & Anna Pittman..................Anna Bee 

  Chris and Stephen Puckett……..Simply  

               Mahvelous 

   

“Thank You”  
The above individuals made contributions in support of our squadron this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your contributions and that of our many members,  we have had an outstanding  
year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or Patron of the 

Squadron, contact Lt/C Ken Fonville, JN  336-540-0610  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

Mack & Vinnie Gordy………...Optional  

         Necessity 

  Woods McGinn………...…...Blue Moon 
  Jerry Newton………….……..Petey 
  James & Brenda Norris 
   Mike & Caroline Hackett  Hattitude  

 DECEMBER 

  

  12   Christmas Party 

        Centenary Methodist                    

  Church 

 

  19  Ex Com 

 

  25   CHRISTMAS 

JANUARY  
 

  7  D/27 Winter Officer Training         
  NC State University Club, Raleigh 
 
  9  Annual Business Meeting  
   
  16 EX COM 
 

  21 GSO Change of Watch 

 
  25-29 USPS National Annual Meeting   
    Hyatt Regency, Jacksonville, FL  

      2 William O. Young, SN 

     4 Frances A. Ward, AP 

     5 Betty Burney 

    16 Ann M. Fonville 

   19 Kathrin P. Dorrell 

    27 Theresa M. Dorrell 

    30 Pat Byrne, AP 

    30 Jan D. Lhotsky 
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Commander’s Log 

Tom Statham, AP  
Executive Officer Report 

Lt/C Ron Pittman, S 

 I have experienced a couple of „white knuckle‟ trips 
through inlets along the North Carolina coast and have been 
fortunate to only run aground once. My boat was hard 
aground, and luckily, when a wave hit the boat, I was able to 
push my boat a little farther and eventually found deeper 
water and made it back to the marina safely.  Even though I 
was within the channel markers, the channel had actually 
moved about 75 feet further south of the old channel over the 
past winter.  I learned a very valuable lesson, and that was to 
contact the US Coast Guard before going through an inlet to 
make certain the channel is still within the channel markers. 
 There was a serious boating accident this past October 
9

th
 at the Cape Lookout Inlet.  It seems that a 57‟ Hatteras 

Sport Fisherman met her demise by running aground on the 
shoals just 300 yards off Cape Lookout, NC.  The boat had 
just been purchased from Maryland and was on her voyage to 
Florida.  To run Cape Lookout requires the captain to run a 
slot west and east through the shoals.  The most experienced 
captains experience difficulty running this slot.  For whatever 
reason, the Hatteras crew decided to make the fateful choice 
of crossing the shoals only 300 yards off the Cape Lookout 
point. 
 At 7:37 pm on Sunday, October 9, 2011, a distress call 
went out.  The crew of two reported they had lost all power, 
were taking water over the stern, and rising water had 
drowned out the generator.  The Coast Guard sent out a 47‟ 
vessel to assist, but due to the shoreline surf conditions, was 
unable to approach the vessel.  A local tow service had the 
same problems as the Coast Guard. 
 The Coast Guard sent a rescue helicopter and the two 
man crew aboard the Hatteras were rescued. The following 
day it was determined that the vessel could not be salvaged, 
because the stern had been completely torn away by the 
powerful surf.  The 57‟ Hatteras Sport Fisherman was carried 
away by two large back hoes at low tide.  The boat was finally 
cut up by chain saws and loaded into trucks for proper 
disposal.   
 Hats off to the men and women with the United States 
Guard for all that they do for the safety and the security of our 
country!  If you want to see a video of the rescue go to http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=29Xsw2Wi0Vo .  Pay close 
attention to the Rescue Swimmers dropping down to the boat, 
loading the crew in the basket, etc. Job Well Done! 

 “It‟s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, all throughout 
the (Statham house) land” ! It‟s really hard to believe how 
quickly the year has passed. I think for most part, it‟s been a 
very happy and successful year to boot. We have had several 
new programs this year, some extremely well done and a 
couple that didn‟t quite come off as hoped. But as is popular 
to say now-“It is, what it is!” And I would like to thank all those 
that helped in making this a fun year and hope next year‟s 
even better.  
 Our Squadron is facing what many volunteer groups are 
facing. Once active members are aging out and are becoming 
less involved. Our current members are being asked to step 
up and contribute more and more of their time and resources. 
And for whatever the reason, whether it be financial, online 
boating education or changing demographics, it‟s much more 
difficult to attract new members into our club. But you know 
what, I still feel we can meet the challenge and overcome 
these obstacles. Our core group consists of some of the most 
talented, dedicated, fun loving and gregarious people I know. 
We just have to be creative next year and let our enthusiasm 
spill over into the lives of other Greensboro boaters. The new 
Bridge will have to continue to face these issues head on and 
make lemonade out of lemons. Make chicken salad out of …, 
well you know what I mean.  
 Remember on Monday the 12

th
, we have our ever so 

popular Christmas dinner party. Don‟t forget to bring a 
covered dish to share and a wrapped children‟s Christmas 
present for Santa to give to our member‟s children and 
grandchildren and then, any left, to give to the deserving 
toddlers with the Children‟s Home Society that may not have 
much to share this year. With all the tragedy and disaster that 
has occurred both near and far this year, we sometimes 
forget how truly fortunate we are to live in the land of the free, 
home of the brave and are able to share our good fortune with 
those that are less fortunate.  

  Jo-Anne and I have been truly blessed this year. We 

hope our medical concerns are behind us. Our daughter Jill 

and her husband Wes have given us the Grandparents Mega-

Lotto prize in the birth of our first Grandchild, Collin THOMAS 

Sharpe. And we have had the privilege of working with the 

Greatest Extended Family I know of, The Greensboro Power 

Squadron! To those folks that won‟t be at the Christmas 

Dinner, I wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and 

Happy Holiday Season from the Statham‟s 

 and also your extended Family, The  

Greensboro Power Squadron.  The rest of  

you, I look forward to seeing everybody 

 Monday night. Gotta go, dinner is on the table.  

Feliz Navidad. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29Xsw2Wi0Vo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29Xsw2Wi0Vo
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Ed. Officer’s  

Lt/C Hardy Spence, AP 

Administrative Officer 

Lt/C David Schultz, SN 

 Winter Boat Safety 

 With the water temps dropping and winter on the way 
thought I would share a tip that was passed on to me that 
could save a life 
. The problem is that a life jacket is TOTALY useless in 
the winter, if you don‟t have a means to get back into the boat 
after you fall out. If you can‟t get back in after falling out you 
would be better off to just drowning instead of suffering thru 
hours of hypothermia 
. A friend passed this tip on to me and I will do the same. 
What we do is find us a worn out ski rope. Then rig it to the 
boat by whatever means you can (trolling motor bracket, boat 
cleat, etc.). You want the rope to be just long enough so you 
can put your feet in the handle and use it to help you back 
into the boat. A piece of PVC on a rope with knots on both 
ends to keep the PVC from moving would work as well. The 
thing is, it must be tied on and ready to use and not stored 
away in the rod locker. It doesn‟t take a second to tie it on and 
you don‟t even need to keep it in the water. Just keep it where 
you could reach up and grab it if needed.. 
. Now once back in the boat you are still going to die if you 
don‟t get warmed up and quick. What you do there is have an 
old blanket or comforter vacuum sealed in some plastic. 
Some cleaners offer this service. You can stash it away in the 
boat for the winter time trips. I also have a few of the foil 
blanket body warmer things to help with retaining some heat. 
And finally a 2 pack of Sterno heaters is a must. The whole 
survival pack of vacuum sealed comforter, foil blanket and 
Sterno heaters is about the size of a marine battery. It along 
with the rope ladder cost less than 20 bucks and can save 
your life 
.  
 The full entry may be found at http://www.crappie.com/
crappie/main-crappie-fishing-forum/11215-winter-boat-
safety.html 

As  I sit here watching the Carolina Panthers try to lose again, 
this time to give the first win to the colts. It's the last trip to the 
beach for this year and it's still 74* outside, it just doesn't  fill 
like Its only three days to December first.  The only thing left 
for the admin department is the Christmas party on Monday 
the 12th.  This event seems to always have a good turnout 
and hopefully this year will be the same. The chairperson has 
announced the cost is only $5.00 per person with everyone to 
bring a side to share plus a wrapped gift for a child, THIS IS A 
BARGAIN! 
As I said earlier, with the temperatures being so mild for this 
time of year, I wish now that the boats were not already 
winterized. This would have been some perfect days for 
exploring new bodies of water or revisiting some places I 
have been. I am already planning and looking forward to 
some trips next year. After getting Sue on the boat for 10 
days this year, hopefully she will be ready to go for some long 
week ends to places we have not gone before. If we are all 
lucky, winter will be mild and short. Since spring and fall seem 
to be the best seasons for boating, I wish for these seasons to 
be longer. 
I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving and survived 
"black Friday" as we did. Having seen the events planned for  
next years calendar, I am looking forward to all the planned 
events and hoping that more people will come and participate 
in as many events as they possibly can. I know people can't 
attend every event, but hopefully, you will try to at least attend 
one more event than you did this year. We are trying to boost 
attendance by offering new and exciting things as well as 
some good ole standard events. We are hoping to re-energize 
the current membership, and hopefully get some suggestions 
and  new ideas to attract new members. Remember 
calendars will be for sale at the Christmas party, don't forget 
they make great presents too! 
Well the Panthers actually managed to beat the winless Colts 
after all by the slimmest of margins . I guess it is time to pack 
up and head back to Greensboro, although this is always the 
hardest part of the week-end. I hope to see everyone at the 
Christmas party, if not "I'll SEE YA ON THE POND".   

http://www.crappie.com/crappie/main-crappie-fishing-forum/11215-winter-boat-safety.html
http://www.crappie.com/crappie/main-crappie-fishing-forum/11215-winter-boat-safety.html
http://www.crappie.com/crappie/main-crappie-fishing-forum/11215-winter-boat-safety.html
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Position                                                Name 
 
Commander                                         Ron Pittman, AP 
 
Executive Officer                                 David Shultz, SN 
 
Squadron Education Officer              Hardy Spence, AP 
 
Administrative Officer                        Alec Wrenn, SN 
 
Secretary                                             Patricia Freeze, JN 
 
Treasurer                                             Leif Duvall, SN 
 
Assistant Education Officer              Karen Nussman, AP 
 

Assistant Secretary     Anna Pittman 
 
Assistant Treasurer        Judy Dawson, AP 
 
Immediate Past Commander        Tom Statham, AP 
 
Elected Members                           Grant Dawson, AP 
                                                         Todd Ring, AP 
                        Michael Gunter 
 
Rules Committee:                           P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP 
 
Nominating Committee:                 Cdr. Tom Statham, AP 
 
Auditing Committee:                       P/C Max Kern, SN 
      

Position                                                Name 

Submitted By the Nominating Committee 
 P/C Mike Hackett, P – Chairman 
 P/C John Oberholtzer, AP 
 P/C Woods McGinn, AP 

Excerpted from the GPS By Laws: 
Candidates for office to be voted upon at the annual meeting may be nominated (1) by the 
Nominating Committee as herein provided or (2) by petition in writing signed by at least five active 
members in good standing and filed with the secretary at least 15 days before the date of election. 
The secretary shall provide a list of all nominees by petition as provided by 11.1 herein and shall 
give notice thereof to all active members in such manner that it will reach them at least seven 
days prior to the date of the election. 

GREENSBORO POWER SQUADRON 

 

Nominees for Elected Offices 

2012 

Nomination Recommendations 
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2011 Schedule of Events 

Date Event Location 
  

June 13 Monthly Meeting – Greensboro 

June 17-19 D/27 Rendezvous-River Dunes Grace Harbor/Oriental, NC   

June Kid‟s Day at the Lake Postponed 
  

  

July 11 Hummer-in-the-Summer/Par 3 Tourney 
(in lieu of membership meeting) 

Bur-Mil Park 

July 23 Watauga River Cruise/ Blueberry Picking The Koebberling’s – Foscoe, NC 
  

August 8 
  
August 27 

Blueberry Social – (in lieu of membership 
meeting) 
High Rock Lake/BBQ Outing 

  
  
High Rock Lake,        Gunter’s 
Cabin 
  

September 12 Meeting-Vice Adm. John Ryan USN (Ret) Center for Creative Leadership 

September 12-17 Fall Governing Board 4 Seasons/Greensboro, NC 

September 30- D/27 Fall Council/Conference Marriott/Winston-Salem, NC 

October 7-9 Riverfest & Pirates Flotilla/with CFS&PS Wilmington/Hilton Docks 

October 8 Operations Big Sweep Belews Lake 

October 10 
 
October 28-30 
November 14 
December 12 

P/C Happening 
 
Historic Ghost Walk 
Tour of the Chesapeake/ Paul Long  
Christmas Party 

Kern’s Estate 
 
New Bern, NC 
1st Lutheran Church 
Centenary Methodist Church 

January 9, 2012 
 
January 21, 2012 

GPS Annual Business Meeting 
 
GPS Change Of Watch                                  O’Henry Hotel 

  

 

Membership Meetings  2
nd

 Monday of each month   First Lutheran Church 
                      Time:  1930                    3600 West Friendly Ave. 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If you have a 

boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a boat, post it here. If you 
run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others might enjoy, let us know.  

Contact Michael 643-1289 or if possible michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with only 200 
hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 

Please join us at the Carolina Cafe at Friendly Shopping Center (next to Gate City Pharamacy) 
each Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. for dinner and conversation before the Monthly Squadron 
Meeting. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get 
to know your fellow squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, 

For sale:  20% share of Orion V.  38ft Catalina 380 – model year 2000.  If you ever thought about a big 

sailboat, but it seemed unaffordable, check with Paul Long. 855-0519 

 

Greensboro Power Squadron  

Change of  Watch     
 

21 January2012   

 

O'Henry Hotel                     

622 Green Valley Road 

Beginning Sharply at 1812 

 

Be sure and join us for a fun evening as Tom gets chopped, 

sanded, gouged and buffed!  

 

Formal invitations will be mailed soon. 

Any questions, contact Cdr Tom Statham, AP 
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Important Notice to All Committee 
Chairman 

Merit Mark recommendations are due within 
two weeks after each event.  Send to P/D/C Mack 
Gordy, AP at mgordyjr@triad.rr.com.  Call Mack if 
you have questions. 

 
 

 
Greensboro Power Squadron 
2012 Proposed Schedule of 

Events 
 

January 
 

1/7  D/27 Winter Officer Training          NC State 
University Club, Raleigh 

1/9  Annual Business Meeting    
1/16  EX COM 
1/21  GSO Change of Watch 
1/25-29 USPS National Annual Meeting    Hyatt Regency, 
  Jacksonville, FL   

February 
2/13  Membership Meeting 
2/17  Carolina Boat Show NC Fairgrounds, Raleigh, NC
   
2/20  EX COM 
 

March    
3/10  Progressive Dinner 
3/12  Membership Meeting 
3/19  EX COM 
3/23–25 D/27 Annual Meeting & COW Hilton, New Bern, NC 
 

April 
4/9  Membership Meeting -  Bowling Outing 
4/16  EX Com 
4/28  Smith Mountain Outing 
   

May   
5/4 –5 D/27 Rendezvous Holiday Inn Express-  
  Little River, SC 
5/14  Membership Meeting 
5/19–25 National Safe Boating Week 
5/19–20 Predicted Log -South Harbour Village Marina  
5/21  EX COM  
 

June 
6/2–3 Tour of Albemarle Boat Factory Edenton, NC 
6/11  Membership Meeting 
6/18  EX COM 
6/23–24 Co-Op Charting   Oriental, NC 

 
 

 
 

July 
7/9  Hummer In the Summer (No Mtg.)  
  Bur-Mil Park, Greensboro 
7/16  EX COM 
7/21  Watauga River Cruise 
  Blue Berry Picking Foscoe, NC 

 
 

August 
8/13  Blue Berry Social (No Mtg.) 
8/20  EX COM 
8/25  High Rock Cruise & Barbeque  High Rock Lake 
 
 

September   
9/2–9 USPS Governing Board  Detroit, MI   
9/10  Membership Meeting    
9/17  EX COM 
 
 

October  
10/06 Operation Big Sweep   Belews Lake 
10/08 PC Happening & Meeting 
10/12-14 D/27 Fall Council/Conference TBD 
10/15 EX COM 
  
 

November 
11/10 Museum of Airborne & Special Ops Fayetteville, NC 
11/12 Membership Meeting 
11/19 EX COM   
 
 

December 
12/10 Christmas Party     
12/17 EX COM 
 

 
January, 2013 

1/14  Annual Meeting 
1/19  Greensboro Change of Watch 
1/21  EX COM 

mailto:mgordyjr@triad.rr.com
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Please come! 

Greensboro Power Squadron Christmas Party 
Monday, December 12, 2011 

Centenary United Methodist Church 
2300 Friendly Avenue 

 
Arrive around 6:00 PM with large casserole to share and a wrapped 

child’s gift ($5 to $8) labeled with appropriate age and gender. 
Santa’s elves will select from these gifts so that the children in 

attendance receive a present from “Santa”. Gifts not distributed will 
be donated to the Children’s Home Society. 

 
 

The squadron will help you get into the Christmas Spirit by providing 
the ham, tea, coffee, rolls, and butter as well as special musical 

entertainment by one of our past Commanders. 
 

To reserve your space, mail your check payable to 
Greensboro Power Squadron for $5.00 per adult 

(children under 12 are free!) to 
Ken Fonville 

2601 Turner Grove Road 
Greensboro, NC 27455 
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Lt  Michael Gunter 
173 Fox Trot Ln. 

Stokesdale, NC 27357 
michaelgunter@triad.rr.com 

Please deliver to: 

FRAYED KNOT 


