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Newsletter Editor 
P/Lt/C Tom Statham, AP 

tstat@aol.com 

The BREEZE is the official publica-
tion of the Greensboro Power Squad-
ron, a unit of District 27 of the United 
States Power Squadrons®, published 
eleven times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month begin-
ning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE 
do not necessarily represent those of 
the Greensboro Power Squadron or 
USPS, but they might. 
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May 
 
10 Membership Meeting 
 
15 One Day Boating Course  
 
21 AP “Class” Cruise  
      Postponed til the fall 
 
June 
 
5 One Day Boating Course  

11-13 D-27 Rendezvous 
            Oriental, NC 
 
24 Kid’s day at the Lake- 
      Belews Lake 
 
 
July 
 
12 Hummer in the Summer  
      -in lieu of membership meeting     
 

Calendar of Events 

May Birthdays 

Chuck & Ann Freeman ……………….Bluebird 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy……...Optional Necessity 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett......................Hattitude 

         John  Lore................................…......Sea Robin II 
         Wayne & Zaida Newkirk…..…………...Invictus 
         Jerry Newton………………………..……..Petey 

John & Sally Oberholtzer…………...…...Sally O 
Ron & Anna Pittman.......….…...........Anna Bee 
Betty Potter 

        Jim & Frances Ward………………….Sea Star II 
        Larry & Madge Williams………..….C’est La Vie 
        Alec & Kathy Wrenn……..…….Carolina Wrenn 

“Thank You” From The Breeze 
The above individuals made contributions in support of our newsletter this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your support and that of our many Patrons of The Breeze,  we have had an outstanding  
publication this year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or 
Patron of the Squadron, contact Lt/C Ken Fonville, JN  336-540-0610  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

3 Paul D. Shelor 
11 Becky Howe 
16 Russell E. Dorrell 

 Mary L. (ML) Koebberling 
17 Phil Deaton, 
19 Jerry B. Chance 

 Wayne Southern 

21 Wayne Newkirk 
23 Eric C. Eakes 
24 Suzanne Chabon 

 Paula Elliott 
26 Hardy Spence 
30 Kevin D. Andrew 
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From the Commander 
Woods McGinn, AP  

Executive Officer Report 
 

A Call to Arms   
       “USPS is a non-profit, educational organization 
dedicated to making boating safer and more enjoyable 
by teaching classes in seamanship, navigation and re-
lated subjects. Our members are boating families who 
contribute to their communities by promoting safe boat-
ing through education. Each squadron's activities in-
volve the three primary objectives of USPS: community 
service, continuing education, and enjoying the friend-
ship and camaraderie of our fellow members.” 
       I hope those words look familiar to you – they 
should because I copied them from the USPS website. 
But please, don’t turn away yet. I need for you to keep 
reading what I have to say here. Yes, we are a non-
profit organization, that’s pretty obvious. We depend on 
our members and our patrons to raise the needed 
funds to conduct our operations. The dues, the event 
fees and the donations are necessary, they are cer-
tainly appreciated, and through the concerted efforts of 
our many members we’ve done a good job through the 
years.  
       But I am not asking for your money today. Funds 
are secondary; our primary asset is our talent. The 
“secret” to our success is the dedication of all those 
who have contributed their time and talents to the GPS. 
So I’m asking you today to take inventory. Ask yourself 
these questions. How have you benefited from the 
squadron? Why did you join the squadron, and why 
have you stayed? Who in this squadron have made 
your experiences so meaningful? How can you repay 
them? How can you “pay it forward”?  
       As you are probably aware, our XO, Mike Hicks, 
had to resign his position on the Bridge. The Executive 
Committee will replace that vacancy in accordance with 
the Squadron By-Laws. Our By-Laws provide the pro-
cedures to fill the positions - but they do not provide the 
people.   
       So today I ask you to take inventory. What has the 
squadron done for you? What can you do for the 
squadron? Be honest! Then contact me, or a member 
of the Executive Committee, or your mentor or a friend 
in the squadron. Contact anyone. We cannot expect 
the same folks to do the same jobs year after year. We 
benefit from the new talents, the fresh ideas. Tell the 
squadron you want to help. Tell us how you can help. 
Speak up – now!  

Are You Ready?       
      Okay folks, Spring time is boating time. Are you 
ready? Is your boat ready? Mine isn’t ready yet, but 
I’ve certainly promised myself and a lot a friends that I 
will get her back in the water this year.  

In spite of that I was on the water last weekend. 
We had beautiful weather and a fine outing on Belews 
Lake, thanks to Chairman David Schultz and his able 
committee. Sue Schultz organized the luncheon and 
Michael Gunter, Larry Freeze and Fred Schultz as-
sisted with the global positioning system competition 
course setup. This annual spring event is a great way 
to blow out the cobwebs and practice our GPS skills in 
a friendly, non-essential setting.  
       This spring outing also renewed another favored 
endeavor of mine – vessel safety checks. The each of 
competing boats passed inspection. We plan to have 
vessel safety examiners attending every squadron 
event. I encourage everyone to get a VSC at the earli-
est opportunity. A  15 minute review of your equipment 
and documentation is wise insurance toward the safety 
of your boating pleasures. 
       Now let me highlight a few safety topics. First on 
my list – Boats operated on coastal waters are re-
quired to carry approved visual distress signals. The 
most popular signals are flares and all flares must dis-
play the manufacturer’s expiration date. You may keep 
expired flares as spares, but you must always have at 
least three non-expired flares on board.  

Fire extinguishers also require attention. They 
must be USCG approved, be in good working order 
(check the pressure gauge), and should be mounted 
so they are always readily available.  

The US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
and the manufacturer announced a voluntary recall last 
year of a number of Kidde XL fire extinguishers be-
cause they could loose pressure and fail to operate. If 
you have a Kidde unit with a year number “07” or “08” 
stamped on the bottom of the cylinder, you should in-
spect the pressure gauge and check the recall notice. 
More info is on the USPS Vessel Safety Check website 
www.usps.org/national/vsc .       

Inflatable PFDs must be checked annually. Fol-
low your manufacturer’s maintenance instructions. 
Go back to the VSC website named above and print 
the 10% discount coupon for safety items from West 
Marine.                   
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Cooperative Charting Adventure 
Morehead City 
30 April‐2 June 
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Ed. Officer’s Guest Report 
P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Bill Davis, SN 

Cooperative Charting Adventure 
 

By P/Stf/C Paul Long, SN 
 

Greensboro Power Squadron has completed our 
annual Cooperative Charting event.  The charting area 
selected was the Morehead City area and the Beaufort 
Inlet.  The choice could not have been more current as 
the 225 foot U.S. Coast Guard cutter Elm was busy at 
work in the inlet channel moving several of the large 
buoys and their 18,000 pound anchors.  The inlet has 
moved slightly and shoaling has become dangerous to 
ships.  This will be reported by the Coast Guard to NOAA 
eventually, but our report will certainly be appreciated 
at the Marine Charting Division at NOAA.   

Five vessels represented our squadron on this 
endeavor and three attempted the difficult task of com‐
pleting Depthwiz surveys in the vicinity of the inlet.  
Other vessels did range surveys to ascertain the accu‐
racy of those ranges.  All the while watchful eyes were 
alert for other changes not noted on the chart or items 
missing or inaccurately represented on the chart.  This 
has been one of the major service areas for the USPS for 
over 60 years.  NOAA does not have the manpower to 
review the thousands of square miles covered by over 
1000 charts.  This is also a great way to get acquainted 
with fellow members while enjoying a day of boating.  
 As usual we enjoyed great food and even watched the 
Kentucky Derby at the Atlantic Beach hideaway of Hardy 
and Carolyn Spence.  If you weren’t there, you missed a 
great weekend.  Re‐
member, every day 
on the water can be 
a cooperative chart‐
ing day.  Watch 
your chart and stay 
observant.  You  too 
can become ad‐
dicted to charting 
for NOAA 

        I think I have all the parts of the boat and 
trailer working simultaneously.  One fault of an en‐
gineer is he hasn’t met a mechanical device he 
couldn’t improve on.  Would you believe the trailer 
manufacturer used wire nuts at the taillights for 
connections!  Salt water was having a field day 
with that.  So I soldered all those connections and 
got rid of the flat connector such that the wiring 
goes straight to the 7 prong round connecter at 
the truck.  At Larry Freezes’ suggestion I ran a 
white ground wire to the rear lights instead of de‐
pending on the trailer frame as a conduit.  Sol‐
dered that in too.  Sorry ladies to go technical. 
        John O scared me with his exploding water 
pump impeller on a Yamaha outboard with about 
the same hours and age as mine.  Got a new impel‐
ler in my greasy little hand as we speak, write, 
read, whatever.  The book recommends replacing 
it every year but I don’t change the air in my tires 
every year either.  Next free weekend and that im‐
peller is going in. 
        Despite a fearsome forecast by the weather‐
man for the April 24th Belews Cruise the day was 
wonderful.  I think six boats were to compete but 
we wound up with two and lots of riders.  My odds 
for winning improved dramatically and with a little 
grease money to Grant’s record keeper I may have 
won.  I should have counted but estimate there 
were about 20 people lunching together after the 
event.  The mere suggestion that people could 
bring a dessert was enough to ensure an ample 
supply. Susan brought banana pudding, Dawn 
made cookies, and Julie and Jerry made brownies.  
There may have been others.  Sorry others, my 
brain was on a sugar high.   

Paul & Steve having a  
Marvelous time! 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If 
you have a boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a 
boat, post it here. If you run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others 
might enjoy, let us know.  Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

 2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with 
only 200 hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

2000 Bayliner 2858 Sedan Bridge. Less than 230 hrs. Merc MPI & Bravo III, Dual helm, Koehler 5 kw 
genset, A/C, Garmin GPS, Ram mike. Sleeps 4. Currently in covered slip at Smith Mtn. Lake. Slip lease 
available. $40k obo.  Tom Statham 336-852-8411 h, 209-8882 cel, or tstat@aol.com 

Where in the world are Tom & Jo-Anne? 
Answer , bottom next page. 

Our May program will be on Astronomy presented by Steve Danford  
of the Physics and Astronomy Department at UNC-G.   

On Claiborne Young's site www.cruisersnet.net there's an 
article regarding the new NC law on keeping a journal on 
your marine toilet. 
New Law: Pump out Log to be required 
in NC And No-Discharge Zones  
Created Posted by Larry | Posted on 05-05-2010  

Please note that this is a change from existing NC law and 
entails a new responsibility for cruisers. 
Subject: Pump out Log 
I learned last night that the NC Legislature has passed a bill 
requiring recreational vessel owners to keep a log of pump 
outs starting on July 1, 2010. 
Per NC House Bill 1378: “Vessel owner and operator re-
quired to keep log of pump out dates. (a) Any owner or op-
erator of a vessel that has a marine sanitation device shall 
maintain a record of the date of each pump out of the ma-
rine sanitation device and the location of the pump out fa-
cility. Each record shall be maintained for a period of one 
year from the date of the pump out.” Also, “Section 1 of 
this act becomes effective July 1, 2010. Fines up to $10,000 
may be assessed, and the regulation will be enforced by NC 
Wildlife officers, USCG and any other law officers with 
jurisdiction.” 
Captain Wade Ehlen 



7 

Answer from P. 6  They are at  Ft. San Marco  
St. Augustine, FL 

 

Belews Cruise     24 April 
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P/Lt/C Tom Statham, AP 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
tstat@aol.com 

Please deliver to: 

Tom’s Toy 


