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Newsletter Editor 
P/Lt/C Tom Statham, AP 

tstat@aol.com 

The BREEZE is the official publica-
tion of the Greensboro Power Squad-
ron, a unit of District 27 of the United 
States Power Squadrons®, published 
eleven times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month begin-
ning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE 
do not necessarily represent those of 
the Greensboro Power Squadron or 
USPS, but they might. 
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March 
 
8 Membership Meeting 
 
9, 11, 16, 18 Public Boating Course 
 
19-21 D/27 Annual Meeting & COW -      
           Wrightsville Beach, NC 
April 
 
10 One Day Boating Course -0800 -1800 
      Irving Park United Methodist Church  

 
24 Belews Cruise - Belews Lake -  
      Time 0900 Sharp 
 
30– May 2   Co-op charting -  
        Oriental, NC Area  
 

May 
 
9 One Day Boating Course  
 
21 AP “Class” Cruise  
      –Carolina Beach 

Calendar of Events 

March Birthdays 

Chuck & Ann Freeman ……………….Bluebird 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy……...Optional Necessity 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett......................Hattitude 

         John  Lore................................…......Sea Robin II 
         Wayne & Zaida Newkirk…..…………...Invictus 
         Jerry Newton………………………..……..Petey 

John & Sally Oberholtzer…………...…...Sally O 
Ron & Anna Pittman.......….…...........Anna Bee 
Betty Potter 

        Jim & Frances Ward………………….Sea Star II 
        Larry & Madge Williams………..….C’est La Vie 
        Alec & Kathy Wrenn……..…….Carolina Wrenn 

“Thank You” From The Breeze 
The above individuals made contributions in support of our newsletter this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your support and that of our many Patrons of The Breeze,  we have had an outstanding  
publication this year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or 
Patron of the Squadron, contact Lt/C Ken Fonville, JN  336-540-0610  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

3 P/C Mike Hackett, P 
4 P/C Phil Hutson, N 
5 P/C Keith Bulla, JN 
6 Ken Karb, JN 
8 P/C Clyde Canter, AP 
 Mike Stokes 

12 Ava B. Mitchell 
16 Lt Craig A. Cooper, AP 
22 P/Lt/C Carolyn E. Hackett, P 
25 P/C Tom Hamlin Jr., AP 
28 Lt/C Pat Freeze, AP 
29 Richard Haggerty Jr. 
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From the Commander 
Woods McGinn, AP  

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Mike Hicks, AP 

        March is here and bringing us one step 
closer to spring.  While I’ve enjoyed the snow 
this year, and I know all the additional rain will 
help, I am looking forward to warmer tempera-
tures and drier weather. The Sarah Charlotte is 
calling me to give her a good cleaning and get 
her engine ready for the new boating season.  
      As you know, the GPS agreed to assist with 
The Triathlon at Belews Lake which will be held 
17 April.  At this time, we have enough boats 
and captains to provide the necessary assis-
tance; however, all members are welcome to 
come out and watch the event.     
      The next thing on the agenda in my depart-
ment is Co-op Charting.  John Oberholtzer and 
Mike Hackett are handling this year’s social side 
of the event.  These past commanders will 
surely make it memorable. The decision was 
made at the last ex-com meeting to stage Co-Op 
Charting in the Morehead City, North Carolina 
area because it should provide a little more re-
portable activity and good accommodations for 
small boats.  Our chairpersons will have more 
details shortly regarding lodging and boat ramps 
and slips soon. 
      Our safety officer this year will be Michael 
Gunter. He is a fairly new member with lots of 
enthusiasm and great ideas. David Shultz, a 
senior member and soon to be a SN will be one 
of our vessel safety check officers. We are 
thankful to have these guys on board for 2010. 
             Once again as your Executive officer 
and fellow member I encourage you to help with 
these events or any event, big or small. Partici-
pation on any level is a great way to get to know 
fellow members, contribute to our community, 
and have lots of fun.  As always, we encourage 
you to bring family and friends with you.  See 
you on the water!   

Have you seen enough of this winter’s 
weather? I absolutely love the snowy season – but 
its hard to put my mind “on the boat” when there’s 
still snow on the ground. Before I wrote these notes 
I had just watched another episode of the 
“Deadliest Catch” on the Discovery channel, and 
then I looked out the kitchen window and saw my 
Blue Moon sitting on her trailer, covered with snow 
and ice. Yes, it’s hard to get in that springtime 
mode but I know the weather will quickly change. 
Hopefully by the time you read this issue of “The 
Breeze” we’ll all be out scrubbin’ the decks.  
      I attended the somewhat abbreviated boat 
show at the coliseum last month. There were defi-
nitely more fishing vendors than boating dealers 
present. But it was still interesting. By a very fortu-
nate coincident the US Corps of Engineers display 
was right beside the booth in which Grant & Judy 
Dawson were promoting their Greensboro Scuba 
Store and dive school. The Dawsons quickly real-
ized the Corps of Engineers were based in Virginia 
and had no information on the new North Carolina 
boating operator license requirements. They called 
Mack Gordy and within a few hours both booths 
were dispensing pamphlets promoting the Greens-
boro Power Squadron’s ABC boating classes. My 
thanks to everyone for the quick response! 
      I did learn an interesting fact from the Corps 
wardens. They suggested I buy an “America the 
Beautiful” Senior Pass. The pass provides a 50% 
discount on many of the recreation use fees at U.S. 
national park and recreational areas, and that in-
cludes many camping and boat ramp fees. The life-
time $10 pass can be purchased locally at the Guil-
ford Courthouse National Military Park. If you are 
62 years old you might want to consider the Pass.       
      As you read this there may still be time to regis-
ter for the D/27 Change of Watch in Wrightsville 
Beach 19-21 March. The weekend kicks off with a 
reception and dinner cruise on Friday evening. Sat-
urday’s daytime meetings are all casual. The Ban-
quet Saturday evening is Uniform A with Bow Tie. 
Check the “D/27 Bitts” newsletter (posted on the 
GPS website) for registration forms.                  ->

Please keep your eyes on the squadron calendar 
and newsletter for coming events, promote the up-
coming boating classes to your friends consider tak-
ing another course yourself, and please pray from 
some springtime weather. Let’s go boating!   
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By popular demand, the following are the parting words of  
Ex Commander, John Oberholtzer, as delivered to  

the Greensboro Change of Watch last month. 
 

Over the Stern 
 

Well now it’s the time for “Over the Stern”, 
A look back on the years to see what did we learn. 
 
For me it all starts in the fall of 2000 and 6, 
When I got a call from PC Vinnie who was in a fix. 
It seemed that she needed a slab of fresh meat, 
Would I be the AD Min, she asked me, so sweet. 
So I, in my innocence, asked what was included, 
And Vinnie, dear Vinnie, knew she had me deluded. 
Oh there’s not much to AD Min, it’s an easy task, 
Just a few hundred committees and if you need help, just ask. 
 And so I acceded, and found to my surprise, 
That AD Min kept me busy from sunrise through sunrise.  
But with good humored guidance from Commander Tom Hamlin, 
I got through the year with a whole lot of scramblin. 
 
And then on to Exec in year 2000 and eight,  
With help and guidance from Commander Hackett, it all turned out great. 
Now only 50 or so committees I had to find members to staff, 
I’d call on the phone and I’d get many a laugh. 
I noticed at meetings that while I was recruiting,   
When I approached folks they were hot footing, 
Away, yes away, not staying to hear, 
My pleas for assistance fell on many deaf ears. 
But many took pity and took up the task, 
And successfully accomplished whatever I asked. 
Another year down, I thought “Now I knew the rope”, 
But then I’m Commander, lots of new ways to be a dope. 
 
PC Mike Hackett calls to say that he has a few boxes to bring,  
Don’t worry; says he, you’ll get into the swing. 
Piles and piles he leaves at my door,  
What on earth is all this stuff for? 
Just looking through it is a major chore. 
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As for the training, oh yes, there’s National. 
Who without exception, are completely irrational. 
They give you a CD with all you need to know,  
But then, just try and make it go. 
No matter how you hunt,  
You can’t find what you want. 
So it’s just sink or swim, 
The waters fine, dive right in. 
 
Well as all here can see, we survived and we grew, 
With lots of help from the many, not just a few. 
My wonderful bridge to whom I give thanks, 
To the committee chairs and down through the ranks 
 
You have made this a year where we lived up to our creed, 
Civic service, education and fraternity, indeed. 
“Boating is fun, we’ll teach you how”. 
We did it, all of us, and should all take a big bow. 
 
We taught and we boated, and we had lots of fun, 
The year passed by quickly, on the dead run. 
The e-mails, the phone calls, the national stuff, 
D-27, meetings, and teaching, it was more than enough. 
But I’m so glad I did it and I’ll miss it a lot,  
At least for a day or two but I almost forgot 
 
That I’ll now ascend to that august group of women and men 
Reverently know for their knowledge and awesome acumen. 
God like in their stature, revered by the masses,  
They ponder, pontificate, and proclaim, all the while, on their asses. 
As befits their experience and increasing age, 
They’re the Past Commanders, Methuselah’s, sage. 
So into their hands here I stand and await, 
To hear of their judgment while they render my fate. 
 
And so thank you all,  
I’ve had a ball. 
I hope you have too,  
So I bid you adieu. 
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Educational Officer 
P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Bill Davis, SN 

We flew from Christchurch to Cairns, Austra-
lia via Sydney where we spent 3 days in Port Doug-
las, near Cairns.  While there we visited the Rain For-
est Habitat Wildlife Sanctuary where we saw the full 
range of Australian wildlife and were able to hold a 
Koala and feed the wallabies and kangaroos by 
hand.  A planned Great Barrier Reef snorkeling trip 
was aborted due to a tropical cyclone. We also vis-
ited an aboriginal village, watching dancing perform-
ances, etc, then took a gondola across/above the 
rain forest.  The resort at Port Douglas was beautiful, 
a true 5 star hotel. 

From Port Douglas we flew out of Cairns to 
Sydney where we spent our final 3 days. We toured 
Sydney & Bondi Beach by bus, with a stop at an Opal 
factory.  Dan/Carol took a ferry to Manly and hiked 
the 10k seaside trail to the Spit while Walker & 
Blanche saw “Avatar” in 3D & toured Sydney.  Our 
last day was “Australia Day”.  We saw the best fire-
works display we’d ever seen at Darling Harbor, with 
the fireworks synchronized to the booming strains of 
Bolero and a smooth parade of sailboats circling in 
the harbor.  Back to real life the next day with our re-
turn flights.  
 
Blanche, Dan, Walker & Carol 
 

        I did want to say a few words.  Thanks for eve-
ryone not booing me at the first general meeting as 
your administrative officer.  As I last month, I have a 
great team of chair people this year which certainly 
makes my job easier.   
        David has already passed around the sign up 
sheet for the Belews Cruise April 24th.  That’s for 
the people would want to practice their GPS (that’s 
Global Positioning System, not Greensboro Power 
Squadron) skills.  I asked to sit in on the planning 
sessions so I could find out what tricks they had for 
us this year, but he wouldn’t let me.   
        I do enjoy the challenge and the practice of 
using my GPS unit.  And no I haven’t won the con-
test yet.   

DOWN UNDER ADVENTURE   (Stevens, Kellys & GSO 
friends, Leones): 
 

We recently returned from a 3 week+ trip to New 
Zealand/Australia. We flew into Auckland on New Zea-
land’s North Island where we spent 2 days exploring/
sailing & following a Maori guide, then moved on to Roto-
rua. In route to Rotorua we stopped for a great lunch 
hosted by a dairy farmer and his wife. We toured their 
beautiful gardens and the milking operation.  We climbed 
around/into a volcano crater, saw the geysers, toured a 
redwood forest of 100+ year old giants, mountain biked 
through these forests and attended a Maori ritual dance/
feast.  . 

From Rotorua on the North Island we flew to 
Queenstown on the South Island.  There we explored the 
old gold rush town of Arrowtown and enjoyed a 3 day stay 
at the luxurious Millbrook resort.  Carol & Dan biked 
through the local farms & into Arrowtown while Blanche & 
Walker, along with our GSO friends Mike & Ginny Leone, 
toured Queenstown.  Also while at Millbrook we bused up 
to the Milford Sound, a 15000 year-old glacier-carved 
fiord which we explored via a chartered boat.  The Sound 
was spectacular with many huge waterfalls cascading 
from the steep cliffs.   
        We moved on from the Queenstown/Arrowtown area 
up the west coast of the South Island where we stayed in 
the town of Franz Josef &  walked to the edge of the huge 
Franz Josef glacier.  We also visited a jade factory and 
visited the  former gold mining town of Reefton & saw part 
of an old mine.  From there we walked part of the rugged 
Tasman Sea Coast, viewing the famous “Pancake Rocks” 
and blowhole. 
        From the west coast,  we crossed the South Island to 
the city of Christchurch.  In route, we stopped at a sheep 
ranch where we observed the sheep dogs herding.  It was 
fascinating to observe these hard working, intelligent ani-
mals and see the total control they exercised over the 
flock. Our first stop in Christchurch was the Antarctic Cen-
ter from which all national expeditions depart, including 
our American expedition.   In Christchurch we also visited 
the botanical gardens, which were fantastic.  The gardens 
were home to huge old sequoias, redwoods and Douglas 
firs, along with one of the most beautiful rose gardens any 
of us had seen.  The Christchurch Cathedral and town 
square were fascinating, and we watched a Maori dance 
troupe in the square. While staying in Christchurch we 
took a bus to Akaroa harbor where we toured the harbor 
by boat and saw several Hector dolphins frolicking by our 
boat and the little blue penguin, the smallest of the pen-
guin families. 

                                                 --> 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If 
you have a boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a 
boat, post it here. If you run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others 
might enjoy, let us know.  Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

 2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with 
only 200 hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

2000 Bayliner 2858 Sedan Bridge. Less than 230 hrs. Merc MPI & Bravo III, Dual helm, Koehler 5 kw 
genset, A/C, Garmin GPS, Ram mike. Sleeps 4. Currently in covered slip at Smith Mtn. Lake. Slip lease 
available. $40k obo.  Tom Statham 336-852-8411 h, 209-8882 cel, or tstat@aol.com 

DOWN UNDER ADVENTURE    
With Walker & Blanche and Carol & Dan  
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P/Lt/C Tom Statham, AP 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
tstat@aol.com 

Please deliver to: 

Sarah Charlotte 


