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March 
 

9 Membership Meeting 
 
10, 13, 17 & 19   
2 Nights for  
    2 Weeks America's  
    Boating Course 
 
27-29 D/27 COW Raleigh 
 

April 
 
13 Membership Meeting 
 
24-26 AP Cruise 
 
May 
2        Belew’s Cruise 
15-17 Coop Charting-Oriental  

Calendar of Events 

March Birthdays 

Chuck & Ann Freeman ……………….Bluebird 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy……...Optional Necessity 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett......................Hattitude 

         John  Lore................................…......Sea Robin II 
         Wayne & Zaida Newkirk…..…………...Invictus 
         Jerry Newton………………………..……..Petey 

John & Sally Oberholtzer…………...…...Sally O 
Ron & Anna Pittman.......….…...........Anna Bee 
Betty Potter 

        Jim & Frances Ward………………….Sea Star II 
        Larry & Madge Williams………..….C’est La Vie 
        Alec & Kathy Wrenn……..…….Carolina Wrenn 

“Thank You” From The Breeze 
The above individuals made contributions in support of our newsletter this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your support and that of our many Patrons of The Breeze,  we have had an outstanding  
publication this year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or 
Patron of the Squadron, contact Lt/C Ken Fonville, JN  336-540-0610  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

3 J. Michael Hackett 
4 Philip A. Hutson 
5 R. Keith Bulla 
8 R. Michael C. Stokes 
 Clyde T. Canter 

12 Ava B. Mitchell 

16 Craig A. Cooper 

22 Carolyn E. Hackett 

25 William T. Hamlin Jr. 

28 Patricia Freeze 

29 Richard C. Haggerty Jr. 
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They say we all get 15 minutes of fame; well I only 
got a little over two minutes on WFMY Channel 2 the Fri-
day morning the boat show opened. To add injury to in-
sult it was aired at 0618; to you landlubbers, that’s 6:18 
AM. Mack Gordy and I arrived at the Coliseum at 0530. I 
promised myself when I got out of the Army that I would 
never get up at such ungodly hours again; it’s amazing I 
was even vaguely coherent. Ah-the sacrifices we make 
for the Power Squadron. 

At any rate we got some free publicity and a 
chance to discuss the North Carolina Senate Bill #43 
which, if passed, will mandate compulsory boating educa-
tion. The bill is entitled “An act to improve boating safety 
by requiring boating safety education prior to operating a 
vessel with a motor of 10 horsepower or greater”. Starting 
on July 11, 2011 (how appropriate, it’s my birthday) all 
operators 20 years or younger will be required to take the 
course. Each year thereafter the age will rise 10 years 
and after 2016 all operators, regardless of age, must 
meet the requirements. The bill specifically states that the 
course must be NASBLA approved and the ABC course 
which we are now offering meets this requirement. I think 
that it’s interesting that the senators who are sponsoring 
the bill are from coastal counties where recreational boat-
ing is an important part of their economy. 

We, as the Power Squadron, are not permitted to 
lobby for or endorse specific legislation, regardless of 
how much we agree with the intent. However as individu-
als we can contact our state representatives to encourage 
their support and should you agree with this proposed bill, 
I urge you to consider doing so. The current Coast Guard 
accident statistics show that only 14% of all accidents are 
caused by boaters who have received some education. 
Those who have taken the Power Squadron courses rep-
resent less than 01.4% of all boating accidents; three 
times better than the Coast Guard Auxiliary and five times 
better than state offered courses. We have good reason 
to be proud of our teaching abilities. 
 The boat show turned out somewhat better than an-
ticipated. We had 43 people stop at the booth, chat with 
us and indicate their interest in our boating course. We 
had three people actually spend the money and paid for 
the course at the show. We will follow up with those who 
signed a slip. We’re hoping for a good turn out for the four 
night course at Irving Park Methodist Church starting on 
March 10th. Please come out and give a hand greeting 
the students and helping the instructors. This will be the 
first time we offer the new ABC course and it’s very inten-
sive over a short time span. Your help will be appreciated. 

Beware the Ides of March… who said that? 
Yeah, I know, that’s what some soothsayer told 

Caesar on the day of his assassination, 15 March, way 
back before USPS or even the USofA was around. So 
why bring it up now? Well, I’ve been hearing an awful lot 
of doom and gloom lately, and a lot of soothsaying going 
on. I knew I needed to be correct, so I looked this part 
up in the Wikipedia: A soothsayer is a person who 
claims to speak “sooth”, specifically one who predicts 
the future based upon personal, political, spiritual, men-
tal or religious beliefs rather than scientific facts. Well 
now, doesn’t that pretty well cover all the possibilities? I 
guess that makes a soothsayer out of each of us (some 
more vocal than others).  
 But what’s that got to do with us, you ask? Let me 
tell you. It’s time for us to heed some of these warnings. 
Yes, they certainly apply to the current state of our econ-
omy and our nation, but look closer. I’m thinking about 
USPS and more locally, about the Greensboro Power 
Squadron. I’m thinking about our membership and our 
activities. As this issue of The Breeze goes to press, our 
members are working on the boat show and trying to 
stimulate interest in our March Boating Class. And I’m 
thinking about getting my boat ready for the boating sea-
son, cleaning the dearth of winter away, scheduling the 
maintenance. I’m worrying about the cost of travel, the 
price of fuel, whether friends will be able to get out on 
the water this season, who’ll be next to join the ranks of 
the suddenly unemployed?            
 There’s been a lot on my mind and I’m sure you 
have the same concerns. So what will we do about it? I 
say let’s look around the next bend, keep a positive atti-
tude and work toward a better tomorrow. We have a 
strong core of members who have always worked to-
gether. We’ve helped each other through some good 
times and sad times, and we will persevere. Springtime 
is approaching and the squadron has some good plans 
in the works. Co-op Charting is the item on the Admin 
Department calendar. It’s time to make your plans and 
your reservations for the May 15-17 weekend in Oriental 
NC. 

From the Commander 
 John Oberholtzer, AP 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Woods McGinn, AP 

AP Cruise-April 24-26 Wilmington, NC 
Attention all AP certificate holders. Be sure 

and contact Larry Freeze (996-5370) to sign up 
for the AP Cruise starting on 24 April. Sign up 

at Monday’s meeting.  
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Be sure and read Dan Kelly’s personal article and travel log on the next page. 
 

Dan and Carol, Walker & Blanche’s Big Adventure 
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Educational Officer 
P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Mike Hicks, P 

As I was enjoying a beautiful sixty five degree 
weekend in February, working in the yard and taking a 
break from playing tag football with my wife and kids, I no-
ticed the Sarah Charlotte (our 22 foot C Hawk pilot house 
fishing boat) just sitting there ever so silent, moored to her 
trailer and docked in the backyard. 

 While admiring her fine lines, I realized I had not 
boarded her in about six weeks, so I decided to take a 
peek.  As I clamored up the gunwale, I heard this mysteri-
ous beep coming from inside the pilot house. Since I knew, 
without a doubt, the battery switch was in the off position I 
decided this couldn’t be any of her normal electronics.  

I listened some more.  While waiting to hear this 
strange noise again, I began remembering last summer 
and what fun we had on the Sarah Charlotte. Ah, hah!  It 
suddenly dawned on me what that beeping noise was. It 
was the failing battery for the carbon monoxide detector.  
I’d installed it just before we went on our first power boat 
adventure, because I learned in Seamanship Class that 
carbon monoxide from an outboard could collect in the 
cabin if the wind is astern while the boat is at idle or making 
way at low speeds.  While I was still aboard, I also noticed 
my fire extinguisher was no longer in the green. I added 
that to the growing checklist.  
 Now that boating season is just around the corner, it is 
the time to start that list of things to replace, fix or update.  
As you may know, the USPS and some other groups per-
form free vessel safety inspections.  The Sarah Charlotte 
had such an inspection performed by The Greensboro 
Power Squadron in 2008. I encourage anyone with a boat 
to have it inspected annually. My vessel safety inspection 
was performed shortly before one of the Power Squadron 
events.  It was quick and painless, except for the $1,000 
fine (just kidding), and several hours of waiting in the hot 
sun, signing forms in triplicate proving that this was, indeed, 
my boat (just kidding again).  No, actually, everyone in-
volved with my boat’s inspection was expeditious and 
knowledgeable of her safety needs.  So, bear this in mind 
as you prepare your boat for this upcoming boating season.   
 Moving on to events, everyone please remember to 
mark your calendar for 24-26 April which is the AP Cruise, 
chaired by Larry Freeze. This promises to be a very excit-
ing event.  I think Larry has added in some extra fun for this 
year.   
 Please mark this down on your calendar also. The 
Belews Cruise event is scheduled 2 May. This will be 
chaired by Gene Elzinga and David Shultz. When the sign 
up sheet gets to you, be sure and put your name on it so 
you can enjoy the fun of the hunt and grow your GSP skills.   

(As a change of pace we will run “member” articles in lieu of 
an Education Article at times) Tom S.- Ed 
 

ANOTHER SHIFTY DAY IN PARADISE  
(Stevens & Kelly's): 

We recently returned from a 12 day trip to the British 
Virgin Islands.  We spent our first two nights in an idyllic B&B, 
“The Hummingbird House”, before boarding our Sunsail Oce-
anis 393 sloop “Danu” on Saturday, 31 January. Blanche, 
Carol and Walker spent the day prior to boarding exploring 
Road Town, Tortola, while Dan went for a SCUBA dive outing 
on the wreck of the RMS Rhone. 

We boarded our boat Saturday evening and departed 
at noon Sunday with great winds to  Marina Cay, where we 
snorkeled, bought more rum (seems we were constantly run-
ning low!), explored the lovely little island and had our typical 
sunset-laced cocktail hour followed by dinner aboard.   

The next day we sailed on to the Bitter End anchorage 
in Gorda Sound, Virgin Gorda, for two nights.  The Biras Creek 
Resort has reopened for visitors, so we took advantage of their 
gourmet lunch buffet alongside a palm-tree lined bay on Tues-
day.  

Wednesday found us on our way to a favorite spot: 
Manchioneel Bay at Cooper Island.  After a snorkeling outing to 
Cistern Point, where Dan gently herded a turtle towards the 
ladies, it was time for the mandatory rum cocktail hour, followed 
by an open-air dinner ashore under the palms.  

 Next was yet another good sail on to the Bight at Nor-
man Island (with a short reprovisioning stop at Spanish Town) 
where we snorkeled at the Caves, had dinner aboard, and 
snorkeled the next morning at the Indians before a rollicking 
sail to Great Harbor on Jost van Dyke.  Winds increased and 
shifted to the NE, adding a bit of adventure. Of course, we went 
to Foxy’s for his fantastic buffet and some dancing. On our way 
to a long walk the next morning, we ran into Foxy, who en-
thralled us for a good 30 minutes with tales of his life (Foxy is 
famous with sailors of all stripes.).   

The next day we spent a rolly lunch stop in Cane Gar-
den Bay and then sailed briskly on to Nanny Cay Marina, the 
nicest marina in the BVI (our joint opinion).  Then, we went 
back to the Bight and had a great (and steep!) walk to the top of 
Norman Island, just making it back before our only severe rains 
confined us to a long cocktail hour/dinner aboard.  

We snorkeled a second time at the Indians the next 
morning and then, after a brief lunch stop in Brandywine Bay, 
we sailed back to Manchioneel Bay for our last night aboard.  
We enjoyed another great dinner ashore and made an early 
departure the next morning to return our boat and head for 
home.   

As usual, our trip was blessed with good winds, sunny 
days and great times.  We highly recommend it to all! 
   Dan and Carol, Walker & Blanche 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If 
you have a boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a 
boat, post it here. If you run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others 
might enjoy, let us know.  Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

 

You can become a sponsor or patron of the Breeze to help off-set the cost of the 
newsletter. Contact Lt/C Chuck Freeman, SN for more information. 

2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with 
only 200 hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 
Please join us at the K & W at Friendly shopping Center each Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. for dinner and conver-
sation before the Monthly Squadron Meeting. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get to know your fellow 
squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, great conversation, and no one has to cook!!  

Don’t forget to order/pick-up our wonderful  
2009 GPS Calendar as well as our 2009 Roster 
Call John Oberholtzer for follow-up. 665-9141 

From the editor: 
For those of you that know me, you’ll probably be laughing so hard when 
you read this, you’ll wet yourself. For those of you that aren’t that famil-
iar with me, the following “Pickles” cartoon by Brian Crane actually depicts 
an outing Jo-Anne and I had not long ago. Enjoy!  
Tom Statham, The Breeze 
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Please make checks payable to: D27 COW 2009. Mail Check with completed form to:  
Kevin Lyon, 204 Melksham Rd, Wake Forest, NC 27587    Phone: 919 562-0597 
Event Reservations Must Be Received by Monday, March 16, 2009. 

 
No additions to NCAM tour may be made after this date. Any reservations received after 
that time will be honored if there is cancellation space available. Cancellation will be re-

funded only if tickets can be resold. Thank you for being prompt! 
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P/Lt/C Tom Statham 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
tstat@aol.com 

Please deliver to: 

Dan and Carol, Walker & Blanche 


