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Newsletter Editor 
P/Lt/C Tom Statham, P 

tstat@aol.com 

The BREEZE is the official publica-
tion of the Greensboro Power Squad-
ron, a unit of District 27 of the United 
States Power Squadrons®, published 
eleven times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month begin-
ning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE 
do not necessarily represent those of 
the Greensboro Power Squadron or 
USPS, but they might. 
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July 
 

13 Hummer in the Summer 
      In lieu of Membership Meeting 
 
24-25  D-27 Rendezvous – 
      Cape Charles, MD 
 
25 Watauga River Cruise/Blueberry  
      Picking Outing -Boone, NC 
 
August 

 
10 Membership Meeting-Blueberry 
     Social - 
 
September 
 
11-12 Predicted Log-Wilmington, NC 
 
14 Membership  Meeting 
 
25-27 Fall Conference 

Calendar of Events 

July Birthdays 

Chuck & Ann Freeman ……………….Bluebird 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy……...Optional Necessity 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett......................Hattitude 

         John  Lore................................…......Sea Robin II 
         Wayne & Zaida Newkirk…..…………...Invictus 
         Jerry Newton………………………..……..Petey 

John & Sally Oberholtzer…………...…...Sally O 
Ron & Anna Pittman.......….…...........Anna Bee 
Betty Potter 

        Jim & Frances Ward………………….Sea Star II 
        Larry & Madge Williams………..….C’est La Vie 
        Alec & Kathy Wrenn……..…….Carolina Wrenn 

“Thank You” From The Breeze 
The above individuals made contributions in support of our newsletter this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your support and that of our many Patrons of The Breeze,  we have had an outstanding  
publication this year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or 
Patron of the Squadron, contact Lt/C Ken Fonville, JN  336-540-0610  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

1 Sharon M. Hicks 
10 Jerry L. Newton III 
11 John P. Oberholtzer 
 Louis B. Hoffman Jr. 

15 Beverly Wright 

18 Barre C. Burks 

22 Karen B. Barker 

26 William Louis Davis 

 J. Richard Miller 

30 David Luther Schultz 
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From the Commander 
 John Oberholtzer, AP 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Woods McGinn, AP 

Let me share a sea story. This is a true story. 
Like most true stories it doesn’t need embellishment, 
but it needs to shared with others, in hopes they can 
learn from the story. As you may know, my daughter 
Terrie, my son-in-law, and my absolutely outstanding, 
brilliant and beautiful granddaughters live in Charles-
ton SC. or more precisely Mount Pleasant, between 
the Wando River and the Intracoastal waterway, just a 
mile from Shem Creek where I believe this particular 
story took place. For reasons you’ll understand, the 
exact location was never revealed. 

Their next door neighbor Bob is a bachelor, a 
nice guy who lives a simple life. He owns a pickup 
truck and a big center console. Both boat and truck 
are named “Rah Oyster” and have vinyl graphics 
proudly displaying their name. Bob spends most of his 
spare time on the water – oystering, shrimping, or 
fishing – what ever is in season. When he wasn’t 
worked at a local boating supply shop, Bob and Rah 
Oyster were “gone fishin”. 

But all that changed. The boat shop fell on 
hard times, then went out of business. Bob thought 
that would give him more time on the boat. So he and 
a buddy went fishing. Late one recent evening, on a 
falling tide, they called it quits and headed in. That’s 
when things changed.  

The tide fell fast and low. This was an ex-
tremely low tide. This was THE low that puts “lower” in 
the MLLW (mean lower low water) we see on tide 
charts. Bob knew running the boat back up on the 
trailer would be difficult, so he sent his buddy to re-
trieve the truck. Buddy backed the trailer down the 
ramp as Bob waited in the creek.  

Buddy back down the ramp. Bob motioned him 
further down, needing to get the trailer in the water. 
The ramp was wet, covered with slime that is only ex-
posed to air during extremely low tides. Finally the 
trailer was in the water and Bob signaled “stop”. 
Buddy stopped but the rig didn’t. With brakes locked, 
truck & trailer went sliding down the slimy ramp. 

Buddy threw it in gear to drive out. Bob yelled 
for Buddy to get out! Buddy did, but not the truck. 
Night fell and it took  hours for the divers to rescue the 
truck and trailer. Both had slid sideways, under a 
dock. A wrecker couldn’t handle the job so they 
brought in a crane. The uninsured pickup truck was a 
total loss but the trailer is okay. Now Rah Oyster (just 
the boat) is back in Bob’s yard, waiting for another 
chance to go fishing.   

For the past few weeks I have been tracking the 
progress of the NC Senate Bill #43 which mandates 
compulsory boater education. The Senate passed it 
overwhelmingly and the House after amending it has 
passed it as well. It was then returned to the Senate 
who, as of Monday June 29th, passed it as well. It went 
to the Governor for signature and on July 2nd Governor 
Perdue signed it. The act goes into effect next year on 
May 1, 2010.  

The bill as amended was watered down from the 
original version that would have required all age groups 
to complete the educational course. As currently written 
it now requires all boaters born after January 1, 1984 
(25 years of age and younger) to obtain certification. 
Originally all adults would have been required, over a 
period of 4 years, to attain certification. It’s rather disap-
pointing that they chose to eliminate older adults as the 
most boating accidents are caused by adults under the 
age of 43 (rather interesting, I guess that’s when some 
form of responsibility or self preservation kicks in). The 
bill also prohibits all boaters under the age of 16, from 
operating PWC’s unless under the guidance of a person 
18 years of age or older. Children under 14 years of age 
are prohibited from operating a PWC. 

The passage of this bill presents the Power 
Squadron with an opportunity and presents a challenge. 
There will be thousands of North Carolinians born after 
1/01/84 that will need to take and pass the ABC Course. 
Our challenge is how do we find them? We need to find 
and develop ways of increasing the visibility of USPS 
and the Greensboro squadron. 

We have had some success utilizing the mailing 
lists of Carolina Marina and Grandpa’s and we are ex-
ploring other local boat dealers for their co-operation as 
well. We need to address the general public and inform 
them of the educational opportunities USPS presents. 
We welcome any and all suggestions on how we can 
accomplish this task. This is a golden opportunity to 
bring younger members back to USPS and to insure the 
continued growth and success of the Greensboro 
squadron.  

  Let’s dedicate ourselves to preparing for next 
year’s expansion of our teaching the public safe boating. 
Our motto is “Boating is fun. We’ll teach you how.” I like 
to add “Safely”. Opportunity is knocking. Let us all make 
sure we hold open the door and greet the newcomers. 
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 More COOP Charting Oriental, NC 

15-17 
May- 
You 

Should 
Have  
Been 
There 
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Educational Officer 
P/D/C Mack Gordy, AP 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Mike Hicks, P 

       Although the Kids Day at the Lake event falls un-
der the Executive Department, I would still like to 
comment on how well organized I thought the event 
was and reflect on our experience of the day. 
        Upon our arrival at Carolina Marina, my sons, 
Ian, Cole, and I, were overwhelmed at the amount of 
Power Squadron members who offered to help us get 
the Sarah Charlotte ready to launch. Thanks to every-
one for your help. 
       Soon after the Sarah Charlotte was in the water 
and tied to the dock it was time for her annual inspec-
tion and Mack Gordy was ready to inspect her. I was 
relieved and happy when everything passed and I 
was handed my sticker. I still consider myself a begin-
ner power boater since I have only had the Sarah 
Charlotte for sixteen months.  Having that current ves-
sel safety sticker on my port window sure helps me 
feel safer and more confident at the helm and around 
the veteran salts in the Squadron!  I still have a lot to 
learn and it always seems that I learn something new 
at every event thanks to all the experienced members. 
       After the inspections were completed, boat cap-
tains were given snacks and water and kids and sent 
off to ride and fish. I had four ten year olds and one 
nineteen year old counselor who was leaving for Na-
tional Guard training in a few weeks along with my 
crew, Ian (twelve) and Cole (ten). Ian and Cole did a 
wonderful job with the fishing responsibilities and 
keeping our guest safe and hydrated while we were 
enjoying the lake. 
        We didn’t get any fish but we did get a lot of sun. 
For me the biggest reward for helping with Kids Day 
was the smiles on the kids’ faces when we hit twenty-
five knots.  They especially enjoyed scrolling through 
the various screens on the GPS and forward and 
downward looking sonar.  I tried my best to answer all 
their questions. We sure had fun on the water, and 
the ice cream at the end of the day was a nice finish-
ing touch. 
       Just a reminder about our upcoming events, on 
13 July we will have the Hummer in the Summer at 
Bur-mil Park in lieu of the Membership meeting. 
Please remember to get your donations to Debbie 
Stephenson as she is the chair person for this event. I 
know that we will have a great turn out and I hope we 
will raise bucks too!. 25 July, the Koebberling's, 
mountain air, fellowship and blueberries, need I say 
more! Please contact Dan Chance or myself for infor-
mation. See you on the water. 

       Our South American Adventure continues: After a de-
lay in Peru, we arrived in  Quito, Ecuador at 0300.  The 
flight to the Galapagos Islands departed at 0800. We ar-
rived at 1100 and were transported by bus and dinghy to 
the MV Coral I.  Our accommodations and food aboard 
this 110 foot German built motor cruiser were superb.   
       The Galapagos Islands are volcanic in origin, formed 
by a single magma tube.  The Nazca continental plate is 
moving eastward closing the magma tube for a few mil-
lennia.  This gives rise to the separate islands and the 
multitude of species in the various islands.  The eastern 
islands are millions of years older than the newly formed 
Fernandina Island which is a scant 25 million years old.  It 
sits over the active magma tube which is still erupting pe-
riodically.  The diversity of the species from island to is-
land was observed by Charles Darwin during his six week 
visit, but it took him over 25 years to realize what he had 
discovered about the evolution of these species.  
       Our trip included eight of the islands over a 5 day pe-
riod.  We lived aboard the Coral I and made either a wet 
or a dry dinghy landing twice a day, returning for the noon 
meal.  One of our travel mates had made the landing on 
Omaha Beach in 1944 and he assured us that these wet 
landings were a piece of cake. 
       The wildlife here has no fear of humans.  We were 
able to approach sea lions, iguanas, blue footed boobies, 
penguins, sea turtles, tortoises, and many birds to ob-
serve and photograph them. The landscape is rather 
bleak and barren.  We climbed, walked, or slipped over 
volcanic lava most of the time.  There are no paved path-
ways.  The route is marked with white tipped stakes 
through the boulder fields.  Walking along the beach was 
easier. 
       We had several opportunities to snorkel in both shal-
low and deep water to observe a wide variety of marine 
life. We found the sea lions to be very enjoyable compan-
ions.  We took several dinghy rides along the coastline 
coming in close contact with blue footed boobies, sea-
gulls, penguins, and frigate birds. 
       In the 16th and 17th centuries, pirates and other voy-
agers used the islands to replenish their water and food 
supply.  The Galapagos tortoise was a prized food source 
for fresh meat and the ships dumped their goats on the 
islands in exchange for the tortoise.  The practice did a 
great deal of damage to the ecology and much effort is 
being made to eradicate the goats and restore the tor-
toise population.  The research is being conducted at the 
Darwin Research center on Santa Fe Island. 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If 
you have a boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a 
boat, post it here. If you run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others 
might enjoy, let us know.  Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

 2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with 
only 200 hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

Watauga River Cruise (Blueberry Picking) 
Please join us in the beautiful North Carolina Mountains for the  
Annual Blueberry Fest at the home of Karl and ML Koebberling. 

The date is Saturday, July 25th. If you arrive by 9:00 a.m. Karl will treat you to a blue-
berry pancake breakfast. We will have a cookout for lunch around 12 noon. Grilled chicken 
and beverages will be provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Enjoy a time 
for picking blueberries to take home. The event cost is $4 per adult. Make Checks to GPS 
and mail to :  Dan Chance by July 20th.  7604 Montmartre Road  Greensboro, NC 27409 

Information for Veterans 
In 1942, during WWII, guidelines were established that civilians should use the breast salute, and 

those in uniform should use the hand salute, during the playing of the National Anthem or Pledge of Alle-
giance. This has changed. From the Greensboro News and Record: 
      “A bill (S.1877) , was passed by unanimous consent in 2007, amending those guidelines so that all 
serving in the military, along with all veterans, should render a military salute to the flag, whether indoors 
or out, in uniform or not, to differentiate them from those who have never served.” All Greensboro Power 
Squadron veterans are encouraged to use the hand salute during the Pledge of Allegiance at Squadron 
or District meetings. P/C Bob Armfield, AP 

PREDICTED LOG    SEPTEMBER 11-13   WILMINGTON/CAROLINA BEACH 
 

Predicted Log will have a new look this year. We have moved from Smith Mountain Lake to 
the coast.  Sounds like lots of fun!! 
      Our base will be the Recreation/Events facility at Waterfront Town homes in Carolina Beach. 
Events will begin Friday evening, Sept 11, with potluck heavy hors ‘oeuvres. Saturday morning we 
will hold the Captain’s Meeting at Waterfront and boats will head out for the day’s work.  Cap-
tains and crews will plan to eat lunch on the boat. A raft up for lunch is a good possibility, or 
there are several on-the-water restaurants in the area.  Saturday evening we are planning a pig 
pickin’ at Waterfront, and will compare notes from the day on the water. 
      We are anxious to know who will be coming so that we can look into dockage and housing for 
those participating. Please plan to join us for what promises to be a terrific weekend. Call Kathy 
Wrenn 327-3706 or email carolinawrenn@hotmail.com. 
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Dawn  
and Paul 
Long’s  

Incredible 
trip  

to the  
Galapagos 

Islands 
 

(Story on 
Page 5) 
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P/Lt/C Tom Statham 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
tstat@aol.com 

Please deliver to: 

Shepard Moon 


