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January 
 
12 Annual Business Meeting 
 
16-18 D/27 Winter Council 
   Durham 
 
24 GPS Change of Watch- 
 O. Henry Hotel @ 1815 
   

February 
9 Membership Meeting 
 

March  
 
7 0800  One Day America's  
               Boating Course 
 
10, 13, 17 & 19  2 Nights for  
    2 Weeks America's  
    Boating Course 

Calendar of Events 

January Birthdays 

Chuck & Ann Freeman ……………….Bluebird 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy……...Optional Necessity 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett......................Hattitude 

         John  Lore................................…......Sea Robin II 
         Wayne & Zaida Newkirk…..…………...Invictus 
         Jerry Newton………………………..……..Petey 

John & Sally Oberholtzer…………...…...Sally O 
Ron & Anna Pittman.......….…...........Anna Bee 
Betty Potter 

        Jim & Frances Ward………………….Sea Star II 
        Larry & Madge Williams………..….C’est La Vie 
        Alec & Kathy Wrenn……..…….Carolina Wrenn 

“Thank You” From The Breeze 
The above individuals made contributions in support of our newsletter this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your support and that of our many Patrons of The Breeze,  we have had an outstanding  
publication this year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or 

Patron of the Squadron, contact Lt/C Charles W. Freeman, SN 336-288-8180  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

1 Myers Lola Maxine B. 

2 Kelly Carol Ann 

 Andrew Philip W. 

4 McGinn Woods M. 

 King James O. 

16 Sheffield Janet 

18 Stan Warren H. 

 Barker Gary B. 

19 Wright James 

24 Colson W. Stewart 
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From the Commander 
Mike Hackett, P 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C John Oberholtzer, AP 

Our December Christmas party was once 
again a big success. A special thanks to Tom and 
Mary Hamlin for all the planning and preparation. 
We had a great group of members who brought 
wonderful food and more importantly, Christmas 
cheer. The Celebration Singers from Burlington 
both entertained and shared the gift of music and 
Christmas joy. Santa delighted the kids and grown-
ups as well and at the end of the evening our 
Squadron was able to send a truckload of gifts to 
the Children’s Home Society. Tom reports that the 
reception he received when delivering the gifts was 
amazing and appreciative. 
  As this year comes to an end, I have many 
things for which to be thankful. The members of the 
Greensboro Power Squadron have given me a 
wonderful year of support and enthusiasm. As the 
year has progressed, each event and meeting has 
been more fun than I had imagined it could be, and 
the help I have received from each of you has been 
very much appreciated. As we begin 2009, please 
support your new Bridge as you have supported 
this one. They are working hard and have an active 
year already planned. Remember, events are suc-
cessful when the membership participates.  

A special thanks to my Bridge and Commit-
tee members, who have taken this year and run 
with it. I have had a great time being a part of this 
fantastic group. I am reminded of a saying that 
goes something like this; “ I must hurry, for there go 
my people, and I am their leader.” It is a saying that 
is very appropriate for me and descriptive of my 
Bridge.    
  Please make sure you have made reservations 
for the Squadron Change of Watch which is 
scheduled for January 24th, 2009 at the O. Henry 
Hotel in Greensboro. Reservation cards specifying 
menu choice and money must be in Chuck Free-
man’s hands by January 16th. 

What a year 2008 has been. In the 
spring and summer gas was $4.00 or more per 
gallon and made boating almost too expensive. 
Now, at year end, gas is below $1.50 but the 
economy is in the tank so boating may still be 
too expensive. One can only hope for some 
stability in 2009 to say nothing of a recovery. 
Ah, how I long for those glorious days when the 
Dow was well over 12,000; here’s hoping. 

For those lucky members who pur-
chased the beautiful and informative 2009 
Greensboro Power Squadron Calendar, you 
can see we have planned an ambitious year. 
For the few unfortunate souls who have not yet 
made this momentous purchase, we have a 
limited number of calendars still available. Call 
me and I’ll send one or pick one up at the mem-
bership meeting. For those who actually read 
the calendar there will really be a membership 
and EXCOM meeting in September. Somehow 
on the way to press those dates seemed to 
have disappeared. 

We have a lot planned for 2009 and will 
need all of your help and participation. Please 
say YES when called upon to assist in a com-
mittee or event. The Education Department has 
a very full schedule of classes for both the 
membership and the boating public. Let your 
boating friends and associates know about our 
courses; we need to get greater participation in 
the public classes. We will be teaching the new 
ABC course that is somewhat shorter that the 
old Public Boating Course but it fulfills the gov-
ernmental requirements for certification in 
states where mandatory boater education is 
required. I feel sure it is only a matter of a few 
years until North Carolina enacts legislation re-
quiring such testing. I would feel a lot safer, on 
the crowded days on the water, if I knew every-
one else knew at least a modicum of the rules 
of the road and the basics of boating safety. 
 2008 has been a great year for the Greens-
boro Power Squadron; let’s keep up the good 
work in 2009.  
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2008 Greensboro 
 Power Squadron  
Christmas Party–  

Should have been there! 
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 Squadron Year 2008 has absolutely flown by 
in a blur. In some ways it seems like this year 
has simply passed me by. I cannot believe it is 
already over, but it is. And thanks to a lot of folks 
in our squadron, I can say this has been a mighty 
fine year. 
 A long list of chairpersons In the Administra-
tive Dept have contributed to our success. Mike 
Hicks (Membership) helped every new member 
with the enrolment process and Kendra Bulla 
(Membership Involvement) worked throughout 
the year to make new  members feel welcome 
and encourage all members to attend our meet-
ings and activities. 
 Some Chairs might seem to “fall under the 
radar” but filled they very valuable positions in 
our organization. John Lore (Port Captain), Mack 
Gordy (Operations Training) and Paul Long 
(Medical Officer) all contributed their unique tal-
ents in their respective, year-long positions. 
 David & Sue Schultz kicked off our boating 
events this year with another successful Belews 
Cruise. Alex & Kathy Wrenn chaired the ever 
popular Myrtle Beach Cruise (one of my personal 
favorites). Shirley & Max Kern treated all to 
shrimp at the Hummer-in-the-Summer covered 
dish picnic. The Watauga River Cruise & Blue-
berry Picking was chaired by Alec & Kathy 
Wrenn and host’s  Karl & M.L. Koebberling en-
sured an abundance of berries. 
 Pat & Dick Byrne hosted an absolutely beau-
tiful, September weekend on Smith Mountain 
Lake for the Predicted Log chaired by Mack 
Gordy and Chuck Kammeyer. And closing the 
Administrative Dept activities in grand fashion, 
chairs Tom & Mary Hamlin “gifted” us with a most 
enjoyable Christmas Party, complete with Santa 
and a Christmas choir. 
 I thank the chairs for the planning and the 
hard work involved in each job. I thank assistant 
who volunteered to help work on these events. I 
also thank each and every member, for being a 
part of the Greensboro Power Squadron, but 
more importantly, for taking an active part in 
these many events.      

Educational Officer 
 Lt/C Bill Davis, N 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Woods McGinn, AP 

By the time you read this we will have eaten 
our way through Christmas and New Years, and 
hopefully everyone had enjoyable events with 
family and friends. In regard to our squadron edu-
cational activities, I know the Beta N and Weather 
classes took a little break over the holidays, but 
with January comes a resurgence in educational 
training.  There is training of various sorts at the 
January 17th D27 meeting this month so come if 
you can.  Also Dick Howle will hold re-certification 
training for all those who have had Instructor De-
velopment or Qualification and may be teaching 
in the Public Boating Course.  Even if you haven’t 
taught lately, please come for the one night train-
ing on January 8 at 1900 at the First Lutheran 
Church.  We would like as many individual re-
certified as possible.  If you completed ID in the 
spring of 2008 you won’t need this training.  This 
is a 4 year rotation for training, so everyone else 
with ID or IQ training would be up for this re-
certification.   
 Also a unique opportunity has come up in re-
gard to the BOC (Boat Operator Certification) pro-
gram.  The district is offering training for those 
volunteers who would be interested in becoming 
a Certifier with the program.  You should have re-
ceived an e-mail from me on the invitation to the 
training to be given at the D27 Change of Watch 
weekend in Raleigh. Specifically the training 
would be on Saturday March 28.  Additional infor-
mation will be given out at the January D27 meet-
ings.  The USPS Educational Department website 
gives quite a bit of information about the BOC 
program, so visit the site for more information 
about the program.  I’m sure you will hear more 
about the training and the BOC in coming 
months.  If you didn’t get the e-mail or need more 
information, please feel free to contact me. 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If 
you have a boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a 
boat, post it here. If you run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others 
might enjoy, let us know.  Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

 

You can become a sponsor or patron of the Breeze to help off-set the cost of the 
newsletter. Contact Lt/C Chuck Freeman, SN for more information. 

2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with 
only 200 hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 
Please join us at the K & W at Friendly shopping Center each Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. for dinner and conver-
sation before the Monthly Squadron Meeting. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get to know your fellow 
squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, great conversation, and no one has to cook!!  
See you there!   

 

Greensboro Power Squadron 
Change of Watch 

 

          35th Annual 
 

Saturday, 24 January 2009 
at 1815 

O. Henry Hotel 
624 Green Valley Road 

Put the date on your calendars and plan to attend this important Squadron event. 
 

Invitations will be mailed next week, so please get your reservations in early. 
 
 

Don’t forget to order/pick-up our wonderful  
2009 GPS Calendar.  

Call John Oberholtzer for follow-up. 655-9141 
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GPS 2008– A YEAR IN REVIEW 
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P/Lt/C Tom Statham 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
tstat@aol.com 

Please deliver to: 

Sandy Gale 


