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The BREEZE is the official publica-
tion of the Greensboro Power Squad-
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ning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE 
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USPS, but they might. 
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November 
 
6 Ladies Night Out 
 
10 Membership meeting- 
“Be Thankful for Your Past 
Commanders”  
 
13 Blood Drive 4 to 6 PM @ the 
 Red Cross Center 

December 
 
8 Christmas Party in lieu of Mem-
bership Meeting 
 
January 
 
12 Annual Business Meeting 
 
24 GPS Change of Watch 

Calendar of Events 

November Birthdays 

Chuck & Ann Freeman ……………….Bluebird 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy……...Optional Necessity 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett......................Hattitude 

         John  Lore................................…......Sea Robin II 
         Wayne & Zaida Newkirk…..…………...Invictus 
         Jerry Newton………………………..……..Petey 

John & Sally Oberholtzer…………...…...Sally O 
Ron & Anna Pittman.......….…...........Anna Bee 
Betty Potter 

        Jim & Frances Ward………………….Sea Star II 
        Larry & Madge Williams………..….C’est La Vie 
        Alec & Kathy Wrenn……..…….Carolina Wrenn 

“Thank You” From The Breeze 
The above individuals made contributions in support of our newsletter this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your support and that of our many Patrons of The Breeze,  we have had an outstanding  
publication this year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or 

Patron of the Squadron, contact Lt/C Charles W. Freeman, SN 336-288-8180  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

1 John L. Lomax 
 Kay Deaton 
7 Annie Laurie K. Holland 
9 Shirley H. Kern 

10 Stephen J. Chabon 
13 Donna W. Peterson 
15 W. Clinton Jackson III 
 Laura Stroupe Barrier 

16 Zachary S. Eakes 

16 L. Stephen Puckett 
 William K. Bates 

17 Kenneth R. Keller 
 Richard C. Young 

18 Elizabeth H. Crosby 
 James M. Ward Jr. 

19 David R. Carpenter 
21 Berry T. Stout 
30 Ralph D. Stout Jr. 
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From the Commander 
Mike Hackett, P 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C John Oberholtzer, AP 

2009 Calendar-It’s time to send in the picture of 
your pride and joy for inclusion in the 2009 GPS 
calendar.  It’s a bargain at only $50.00 and in-
cluding your two copies of this valuable docu-
ment. Space is limited so get your pictures to 
John Oberholtzer and let him know which month 
you would like your boat featured. 

Once again, at our last meeting, we were en-
tertained and informed by Claiborne Young, author 
of several cruising guides and host of the very popu-
lar and informative Cruisers.net web site. His pro-
gram on the Intracoastal Waterway and coastal boat-
ing in general was both informative and a little trou-
bling. Let’s all hope that the funds will be available to 
continue to keep this valuable resource open and 
safe for many years to come. Otherwise, this boat I 
finally put in the water will become Dock Art and 
Carolyn will not be happy. 

This month, our Past Commanders will pre-
sent a program about our Squadron with history and 
humor. If you want to learn how the Squadron 
started and have a good time doing it, please attend 
our next meeting. I think you may hear some stories 
you haven’t heard and some you wish you hadn’t 
heard, (Gorilla) but the storytellers are sure to enter-
tain. 

A reminder! Jerry Newton has arranged for 
the Squadron Blood Drive, November 13th. We will 
have the opportunity to donate between 4 P.M. and 6 
P.M. at the Red Cross Center at 1501 Yanceyville 
Road. Please make every effort to give blood, espe-
cially at this time of year. It is needed and you can 
help. 

The Squadron Christmas party will be De-
cember 8th. Take special notice of the event later in 
the Breeze. Tom and Mary Hamlin will be our hosts 
and will be calling for your help. Better yet, call them 
and volunteer for set-up and cleanup. Please sign up 
at the next Squadron meeting.  
 Don’t forget the Squadron Change of Watch is 
scheduled for January 24th, 2009 at the O’Henry Ho-
tel in Greensboro. I hope you will mark your calen-
dars, I know every calendar I own is marked. Invita-
tions will be in the mail in early December. Please 
respond in the affirmative early. 

Burrr, it’s cold today; the winds blowing, 
the leaves are rapidly changing color and quickly 
falling from the trees. I’m hoping to get in one or 
two more cruises around Belews Lake to enjoy 
the fall colors and the wonderful solitude on the 
lake now that it’s almost deserted. No jet skis, no 
wakes, just a slow peaceful cruise at slow speed 
to enjoy the beauty and serenity of boating; truly 
a fitting end to a wonderful year on the water. 

Of course there’s still some work to be 
done; the final wash down and then the chore of 
waxing the hull. All of the metal work has to get a 
good coating of Woody Wax to keep it shining for 
the next season. Take off the depth finder, radios 
and the navigation system and store them at 
home in a nice warm, dry place. Scrub down all 
the vinyl cushions and give them a coat of pre-
servative. Winterize the outboard engine. Clean 
out the porta-potty and store it for the winter, 
brush off the cabin cushions, clean out the lock-
ers, wash the dock lines, store the tube, lots of 
things to do before we say goodbye to the Sally 
O II for the year.  

Then we start the winter fun of reading the 
boating magazines and perusing the many cata-
logs hoping to find the next great gadget that we 
just can not live without. Funny how we got 
around all of Long Island Sound many years ago 
with just a chart, compass and a very simple 
depth finder and now we need a GPS to navigate 
Smith Mountain Lake.  A VHS radio? They were 
almost as expensive as our first Sally O. But we 
had the Power Squadron courses that taught us 
how to plot and pilot and we never got lost (well 
not very lost) even at night and in the fog. It was 
a great adventure. 
 Now is also a great time to take a new 
course; in my case, weather. We can all use 
some upgrades in our knowledge and skills. 
Come out and join us, the courses are fun as well 
as informative. I hope your season was as much 
fun as ours was and we look forward to cruising 
with you on the many events we have in store in 
2009. 
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during Big 

Sweep 

 
D-27 Fall 

Conference 
Atlantic 
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Educational Officer 
 Lt/C Bill Davis, N 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Woods McGinn, AP 

 I was filling out part of the District 27 Squadron 
Commander’s Report that covered the Education 
Department and I realized that in the past two years 
since I have been doing this, we have taught 9 of 
the 12 possible advanced and elective courses.  No 
wonder I said last month I was tired.  Of course the 
people who have really been doing the work have 
been our instructors and students.  I too have been 
a student for most of those years taking classes so 
I could see what those courses were about.  Keep 
in mind I am still a farmer by heart, but I have 
learned some pretty neat stuff about boating, 
weather, celestial navigation, etc.  It has led me to 
want to explore related subject matters beyond 
these courses.  Guess that’s part of the process.   
 One note of instruction.  I had the question 
come up about viewing the PowerPoint presenta-
tions that are on the USPS website.  More and 
more information is now being presented with Mi-
crosoft programs and if you don’t have some of the 
relevant programs you will have a problem.  Under 
the Education Department section of the USPS 
website you will find a download for a PowerPoint 
Viewer that will let you see the presentations.  You 
won’t be able to manipulate the programs as you 
would with the full PowerPoint program but it is 
good enough to see and read the presentations. 
This is very helpful and quite adequate for any of 
our students looking at the information. 
 We have a great Weather class that started in 
October.  I counted 10 people in the class with 
more promising to join in a week or two.  Ken Karb 
knows his weather and the information is very in-
structional.  The course will run into February as 
there is a good bit of material to cover and read.   
 I will be getting the Instructor Re-Certification 
course organized soon.  This would apply to any-
one who is Instructor Certified and has not had the 
refresher course. More appropriately it needs to be 
taken by any Public Boating instructor that hasn’t 
been certified in the past  four years.   
Can’t wait for Christmas. 

Come see, on our stage, live and in per-
son… the oldest, living Past Commanders of the 
Greensboro Power Squadron. No, that might not 
be polite or even correct? I’ll just encourage you to 
join us for an evening with the earliest, surviving 
Past Commanders in the history of our squadron. 

As announced in our previous newsletter, 
November has been declared National “Be Thank-
ful for Your Past Commanders” Month. In celebra-
tion of this event P/C Mack Gordy has planned a 
most enjoyable evening for us. The P/Cs are pro-
viding both the entertainment and the refresh-
ments at our membership meeting this Monday.
 The program promises to highlight the early 
history of the Greensboro squadron, as remem-
bered and retold by P/C Larry William 
(commander in 1974), P/C Clyde Canter (1977) & 
P/C Richard Howle (1978). I am sure they will 
amaze you and delight you with the squadron his-
tory, their interesting, informative and humorous 
stories. P/C Paul Long has compiled pictographic 
scrapbook to complement the program.   

I suggest you do your home work now by 
turning to page 27 of the 2008 GPS Membership 
Roster and reviewing the list of Past Command-
ers. Each time I see those names I am reminded 
of a face, a friend, a story. The men and women 
on this list represent a long history in our organi-
zation, and they represent the many more mem-
bers who worked along side them to make the 
Greensboro Power Squadron  what is today. You 
might also want to take a moment to say a prayer 
and put an asterisk in your roster by the names of 
P/C Joe Hardee and P/C Al Pike.  

I do hope you’ll join us. I’m sure you’ll learn 
a few facts you’ve never known before and come 
away with a better appreciation for the squadron. 
And you will enjoy the evening. I love listening to 
these guys reminisce about the days of yore.  
As if that isn’t enough, we have another great 
meeting lined up for December. Mark your calen-
dar now for the Annual Christmas Party on 8 De-
cember. Chairs Mary Hamlin and P/C Tom and 
already at work. Bring your grandkids to this one – 
Santa will be there!           
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. If 
you have a boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a 
boat, post it here. If you run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others 
might enjoy, let us know.  Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

 

You can become a sponsor or patron of the Breeze to help off-set the cost of the 
newsletter. Contact Lt/C Chuck Freeman, SN for more information. 

2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with 
only 200 hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 
Please join us at the K & W at Friendly shopping Center each Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. for dinner and conver-
sation before the Monthly Squadron Meeting. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get to know your fellow 
squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, great conversation, and no one has to cook!!  
See you there!   

The GPS Blood Drive will be on Thursday, November 13, from 4:00 PM 
to 6:00 PM at the Red Cross Center at 1501 Yanceyville Road, Greens-
boro.  There will be refreshments for our members.  We urge all eligible 
members to donate since there is no substitute for this type of char-

ity.  Bring your friends too. 

10 November Program 
 

November is National  
“Be Thankful for Your Past Commanders” Month 

(At least in Greensboro!) 
 
Greensboro’s Past Commanders will present the program at our November 
10th membership meeting.  P/C Larry Williams, P/D/Lt/C Richard Howle, and  
P/C Clyde Canter will present a program on the squadron history, which will 
include some interesting history and humorous stories.  This will be an enter-
taining evening and allow the seasoned members to remember 
the good old days and let the new members learn something 
about the squadron.  The Past Commanders will furnish the re-
freshments for this meeting. 
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Ladies Night Out 
By a large margin, the survey of interest done at our Septem-
ber meeting showed the strongest interest in attend-
ing the Barn Dinner Theater as a group on Thursday, 
November 6, 2008. The play on that date is entitled 
“Peace, Love, & My Mother-in-law”, and for those 
who have never been to the Barn, the dinner is usu-
ally a very varied buffet. If we have a group of at least 
20 committed and paid by October 21, we can attend for $33.00 
each (not including alcohol.) Please plan to hear more at the 
October meeting. Checks should be made payable to Greens-
boro Power Squadron and sent to Carolyn Hackett, 130 Duch-
ess Court, Jamestown, NC 27282. 

 
CHRISTMAS PARTY MONDAY, Dec 8th @ 6:30 PM 

Centenary United Methodist Church  
2300 W. Friendly Ave. 

Bring:  
♦  Your children, grandchildren, spouse and/or 

guest. 
♦  9x13 covered dish of your favorite vegetable, casserole or 

dessert 
♦  $5-8 child’s gift wrapped and labeled with appropriate age 

and sex. Gifts  not distributed will be donated to the Chil-
dren’s Home Society. 

 
Menu: Chicken pie, your covered dishes, salads and deserts. 
Coffee, tea and rolls will be provided.  
 
Checks payable to Greensboro Power Squadron and sent to: 

 Chuck Freeman-4 St. Francis Ct. 27408 
 

Cost: $8.00 per person Children under 12 free. 
Reservations are required by Dec. 5.  

Call Tom or Mary Hamlin if any questions– ph. 668-4836 
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P/Lt/C Tom Statham 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
tstat@aol.com 

Please deliver to: 

Sand Fiddler 


