
1 

 
 Page 2 Calendar of Events 
   May Birthdays 
 
 Page 3 Commander’s Report 
   Executive Officer’s Report 
        
         Page 4 May program & D-27 Rendezvous 
   Lake Wylie information 
 
 Page 5 Educational Officer’s Report 
   Administrative Officer’s Report 
    
 Page 6 & 7  Breeze Advisories-  and 
   Belew’s Cruise pictorial 
    
        

Newsletter Editor 
P/Lt/C Tom Statham, P 

tstat@aol.com 

The BREEZE is the official publica-
tion of the Greensboro Power Squad-
ron, a unit of District 27 of the United 
States Power Squadrons®, published 
eleven times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month begin-
ning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in The BREEZE 
do not necessarily represent those of 
the Greensboro Power Squadron or 
USPS, but they might. 

THE BREEZE 

GREENSBORO POWER SQUADRON 
Boating is Fun...We'll Show You How! 

 A Unit of United States Power Squadrons®                District 27       America’s Boating Club 

Vol. 34 No. 5 May 2008 

www.greensboropowersquadron.org 

Why was this Coast 
Guard cutter going up 
the Cape Fear River 
last month? Find the 
answer in the Breeze 
Advisories on page 6! 
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May 
 
  6 Advanced Piloting  course  
     begins @ 1900 
 
12 Membership meeting 
 
14 Marine Electronics course  
      
16-17 Co-op Charting- Oriental 
 

18-20 Ocracoke Cruise 
June 
 
20 D-27 Rendezvous-Lake Wylie 
 
26 Kids Day at the Lake 
 
July 
14 Hummer in the Summer- 
In lieu of July monthly meeting 

Jerry Newton………………………..……..Petey 
John & Sally Oberholtzer…………...…...Sally O 
Al Pike 
Steve & Chris Puckett.......….…...........Too-Tents 
Tom & Jo-Anne Statham ………..……....Allegra 

   Jim & Frances Ward………………….Sea Star II 
   Larry Williams 
   Alec & Kathy Wrenn……..…….Carolina Wrenn 
 
  Special thanks to Betty Potter for her generous support  

Calendar of Events 

May Birthdays 

Bob & Bev Armfield 
Ken & Ann Fonville………………..…..  Orion V 
Chuck & Ann Freeman ……………….  Bluebird 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett......................   Hattitude 
Tom & Mary Hamlin 
Dick & Judi Howle……………...……… Labella 
Chuck & Connie Kammeyer……….Frayed Knot 

         John  Lore................................…......Sea Robin II 
         Woods McGinn....………...…...........  Blue Moon 
         Wayne & Zaida Newkirk…..…………… Invictus 

“Thank You” From The Breeze 
The above individuals made contributions in support of our newsletter this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron,  
a special thanks to Carolina Marina at Belews Lake for their continued support. 

Thanks to your support and that of our many Patrons of The Breeze,  we have had an outstanding  
publication this year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a Sponsor or 

Patron of the Squadron, contact Lt/C Charles W. Freeman, SN 336-288-8180  

                                                            Squadron Patrons 

2 Jeff C. Inman 
3 Paul D. Shelor 
4 John J. Mathews 
4 Gaither C. Frye Jr. 

11 Rebecca L. Howe 
15 Jim A. Humphries 
17 Philip C. Deaton 
19 Wayne Southern 

19 Jerry B. Chance 
21 B. Wayne Newkirk 
23 Eric C. Eakes 
24 Suzanne Chabon 
24 Paula Elliott 
26 W. Hardy Spence 
30 Kevin D. Andrew 
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From the Commander 
Mike Hackett, P 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C John Oberholtzer, AP 

Spring has finally arrived, the boat is actu-
ally in use and it looks like a great boating season 
ahead. It’s time last winters courses to use and to 
use some of the new skills we have been taught. 
My boat has been inspected and has the new red 
sticker representing that I have everything that’s 
required on board. I did find that I will have to re-
place my flares prior to next year but everything 
else was good-to-go. 

The Belews Cruise was a big success. Sue 
and David Shultz did their usual outstanding job. 
David continues to find unique locations for the 
target buoys which adds to the fun (and the frus-
tration); this event is a wonderful way to brush up 
on using your  

GPS. The food Sue provided and the extra 
goodies the members brought were terrific and 
everyone went home stuffed and happy; all in all, 
a great day on the water. Thanks to everyone, es-
pecially those who provided their boats. 

I would also like to thank Sue and David 
Shultz and Judy and Grant Dawson for providing 
their boats at Belews Lake for the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma triathlon. We carried divers from the 
Rockingham Sheriff’s Department and life guards 
to provide assistance for the 280 plus swimmers 
who participated. The event drew quite a crowd 
and the Greensboro Power Squadron got a big 
thank you for our assistance. 

Dan Kelly and Burton Kennedy have been 
working very hard on the Co Op Charting week-
end at Oriental on May 16th through May 18th. If 
you have not yet signed up and want to go, please 
do. We can use all of your help and the party 
schedule alone is enough incentive to make the 
trip. The Saturday evening party at the Kennedy’s 
on the shores of beautiful Camp Creek will be an 
outstanding event. Come on down! 
 We are expecting a number of guests and 
prospective members from the public boating 
course at the membership meeting. Please be 
sure to introduce yourself and help them to make 
the decision to join. Say hello to someone you 
don’t recognize or know well; spread the word on 
our outstandingly friendly family. 

Once again, we had a great program in 
April. Steve and Suzanne Chabon gave a terrific 
program about their extended sailing adventure. 
Be sure not to miss the August Blueberry social 
meeting where we will see many of the photos of 
their trip. Another thank you for April goes to Sue 
and David Schultz for their hard work organizing 
the Belews Cruise to help us all sharpen our GPS 
skills and to enjoy a relaxing lunch by the water 
together. 

At our May meeting we will have a presen-
tation of the play War Bonds:Songs and Letters 
of WWII. With Memorial Day approaching this is 
an opportunity to remember the sacrifices of 
many of America’s best citizens. We would like to 
extend a special invitation to our veterans and 
those closely related to veterans whether through 
family or friendships. Later in the Breeze you will 
find more about the play.  

I also wanted to let you know some of the 
positive steps your Bridge has taken. After much 
effort and time by our computer committee, 
headed by Keith Bulla, we will be purchasing a 
new computer, monitor and projector to enhance 
our education and program capabilities. This is a 
great step, and one that will please many in the 
Squadron. 

 In addition, the Bridge also gave approval 
for the purchase of a NEW Sound System. We 
all give thanks to Steve Puckett for his research 
and guidance on this project. While we will use 
some of the money in a Squadron CD for both of 
these purchases, we will also have a silent auc-
tion at Hummer in the Summer to try to replenish 
some of the funds. Start saving your money and 
your silent auction items. 

 
Behold the turtle… he only makes progress 

when he sticks his head out!!!!! 
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The May program for Greensboro Power Squadron  
will be brought to you by Serena Ebhardt and her husband, David zum Brunnen as a 
gift from them to Carolyn and Mike Hackett, their aunt and uncle.  Serena and David 
are professional actors who own their own drama company, EbzB Productions, and 
their play, War Bonds: The Songs & Letters of World War was selected for filming by 
UNC-TV.  Last fall when Mike and Carolyn attended that filming they knew at once 
that they wanted to share this experience with our squadron.  Plans were made for 
them to bring their show to us as a program, and hopefully our members will love 
this performance. Please attend the May 12th meeting to enjoy this production! 
 Following is a brief description taken from their web site and their web ad-
dress if you wish to read more before the May meeting. 

War Bonds: The Songs & Letters of World War II 
 A musical journey through a war that redefined the world, this cabaret is interspersed with per-
sonal letters from the front and headline news of the period. Songs of the period lift the mood -- even as 
the atrocities of war are described. This family show allows the "greatest generation" to celebrate, as the 
next "greatest generation" contemplates.  http://ebzb.org/warbonds.shtml 

D/27 Rendezvous  
Lake Wylie, North Carolina 

June 20 – 21, 2008  
 

 The D/27 Rendezvous at Lake Wylie is fast approaching with an opportunity for trailer boaters to 
participate along with members who either don’t have a boat or cannot transport them inland.  
 You all remember last year’s rendezvous and what a fantastic event it was.  We certainly want 
the 2008 event to be equally as much fun.  Friday night will be cocktails and hors d’oeuvres with cash 
bar at the Ramada Inn & Conference Center in Charlotte.  Saturday will be a great day with morning 
and afternoon Poker Runs, Beanbag Baseball and two-man canoe races on Lake Wylie at the Red Fez 
Shrine Club.  There also will be a Boater Operator’s Certification program put on by the district educa-
tional department.  The Conch Blowing Contest will be a premier event and each year the competition 
gets a little tougher – as well as more “imaginative” to say the least!!!  Who could forget our own rendi-
tion and outstanding costuming of last year?  They say there is no fool like an old fool!  Did we ever 
prove them right on that one!!!  Since we’re all getting a little older - let’s do it again – with even greater 
gusto!!!   
 The theme for Saturday night is “Margaritaville”.  This will be again at the Ramada 
with casual dress - flip-flops, clam diggers – whatever is appropriate for a typical Key West 
gathering!  Details and registration forms are included in an e-mail that will be sent, as 
well as on the D/27 website.  
 Am not exactly sure how it happened but for some unknown reason, I “volunteered” to 
publicize this in our own Squadron.  I will need your help with suggestions for a number to perform, 
ideas and help with costuming for our “could be best ever grandiose production,” but most of all BOD-
IES to participate.   It’s great fun and wonderful camaraderie with our own members as well other 
squadrons throughout the District.   
 
We can do this!  Please let me know if we can count on you!   
 
P/C Vinnie Gordy, P 
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Educational Officer 
 Lt/C Bill Davis, N 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Woods McGinn, AP 

Finally… on the water, and other happenings+ 
Let me tell you, this is the time of year 

when GPS should wake up and “smell the 
aquatic roses”. Aquatic roses? Yes, that’s a nauti-
cal term. It relates to folks who’ve been cooped 
up in winter quarters so long they can’t recognize 
the arrival of the boating season. Spring is here, 
and the most fortunate members of GPS have 
already taken to the water. 

If you didn’t join us at Carolina Marina on 
Belews Creek 26 April, you missed a most enjoy-
able outing. Once again, co-chairmen Sue and 
David Schultz put on an outstanding program. 
David laid out a course of GPS coordinates point-
ing in the “general vicinity” of 13 buoys. On Satur-
day morning he sent the competing boats out 
across the lake on a “shotgun start” to locate and 
record the precise latitude/longitude of each 
buoy. After locating the buoys everyone met at 
the South Cove picnic area for lunch. Sue Schultz 
arranged a most satisfying afternoon luncheon of 
sandwiches, salads and desserts for all. David 
will announce the winners of the Belews Cruise 
competition at the May membership meeting. 

What’s next? The May membership pro-
gram will be a very special one. Please see the 
Commander’s article for details on the “War 
Bonds”. We’ve scheduled another interesting 
guest speaker for the June meeting. Rosemary 
Lynch, Executive Director of the Atlantic Intra-
coastal Waterway Association, will be our guest 
speaker. I’ll provide more information on her visit 
in next month’s newsletter.  

What else is going on? It isn’t too early to 
be thinking about the annual “Hummer in the 
Summer” on 14 July, chaired by Shirley Kern. 
The highlight at this year’s picnic will be fund 
raiser for the Greensboro Power Squadron. Once 
again, we ask you to contribute your weekend 
vacation getaways, boat cruises, nautical para-
phernalia and other items of interest to the fund 
raiser. We also ask members to start saving their 
“fun money” for a most enjoyable silent auction.       
       

Winter will finally end soon, I’m told, and 
maybe I will warm up after being cold for the past 9 
months.  I’ve seen some boats on the road in the 
past few weeks.  Makes me wonder where mine is.  
Perhaps I can apply some of the knowledge our 
fine instructors have imparted upon us over the 
winter. 

By the time you read this Dick Howle will 
have molded our feeble minds of mush into homed 
instructors.  I certainly have learned a lot and I have 
been impressed with the student presentations that 
have been given.  As Dick pointed out, this is a 
great course for us non-professional teacher type.   

Next we want to kick off Advanced Piloting 
for those Piloting students who have be patiently 
waiting for this course to come around.  Karl Koeb-
berling will instruct that course at the church start-
ing May ----.   

Another course that hasn’t been taught in a 
while is Marine Electronics.  Lee Duvall will lead us 
through the three parts of this course starting May--
---.   
Now for the brave of heart, Jerry Newton will be 
teaching Beta N to Steve Puckett, David Schultz, 
and Karl Koebberling, the fearless three.  The 
books are in and the four of them will huddle some-
time in the future to sort through the course. 

In case you miss the last general meeting 
Bill Young finished up Navigation last year with the 
highest score in the district.  Very impressive!  I just 
want to go up and touch him.    
I think that’s enough.  Don’t you think we should 
take a little summer break, and see if the boat mo-
tor will start? 

A young Navy Ensign is working late at the Pentagon one eve-
ning. As he clocks out of his office at about 2000, he sees the 
Admiral standing by  the classified document shredder in the 
hallway, a piece of paper in his hand. 
 "Do you know how to work this thing?" the Admiral asks. "My 
secretary's gone home and I don't know how to run it."  
 "Yes, sir," says the young Ensign, who turns on the machine, 
takes the paper from the Admiral, and feeds it in. 
 "Thanks," says the Admiral. "I just need one copy...." 
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BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. 
If you have a boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a 
boat, post it here. If you run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others 
might enjoy, let us know.  Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

 

You can become a sponsor or patron of the Breeze to help off-set the cost of the 
newsletter. Contact Lt/C Chuck Freeman, SN for more information. 

2003 Grady White 282 Sailfish, 28'  with cabin. Twin Yamaha 225 Four Stroke Engines with 
only 200 hours. Lots of extras.  $82,000.  Call Pat Wright 336-317-0219 or e-mail wrightpbjs@aol.com 

“Cooks Night Off” 
 
Please join us at the K & W at Friendly shopping Center each Monday between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. for dinner and conver-
sation before the Monthly Squadron Meeting. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
Look for familiar faces in the eastern front corner of the dining area.  This is a terrific way to get to know your fellow 
squadron members on a more up-close and personal level.  Lots of laughs, great conversation, and no one has to cook!!  
See you there!   

 

 Vinnie and I thank each of you for your support and contribu-
tions over the last year. Your dedication to Greensboro Power Squad-
ron and District 27 made the Change of Watch weekend an event to 
be remembered.  The Friday night hospitality suites were a huge suc-
cess along with the Change of Watch.  Whether you served on a 
committee, provided food, decorations, door prizes or simply at-
tended, we will never be able to thank you enough.  You have once 
again raised the bar. 
 With sincere appreciation, 
 
Mack & Vinnie 

 
SSN777 on the way up the 
Cape Fear river to Wilming-
ton, NC. I believe she is our 
newest nuclear powered 
attack submarine. She was 
recently commissioned as 
the USS North Carolina, the 
first US war ship to have 
this name sine the famous 
WW II battleship, that is 
currently on display in Wil-
mington. 
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Belew’s Cruise 
26 April 

For those of you that were 
not able to attend the 

Belew’s Cruise, I hope the 
following photo’s will show 

what you missed! Great 
weather, incredible com-
panionship, fantastic food 

and last but not least,  
an AWESOME day 

on the water.! 
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P/Lt/C Tom Statham 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
tstat@aol.com 

Please deliver to: 

Optional Necessity 






