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The BREEZE is the official publica-
tion of the Greensboro Power Squad-
ron, a unit of District 27 of the United 
States Power Squadrons®, published 
eleven times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month begin-
ning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in the BREEZE 
do not necessarily represent those of 
the Greensboro Power Squadron or 
USPS. 
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Calendar of Events 

March Birthdays 

March 
9   Boating Course Starts 

14   Membership meeting 
18   D-27 Annual COW– GSO 
21   Ex-Com Meeting 
27-29 Charleston –Beaufort  Cruise 
 
 

April 
11 Membership meeting 
18 Ex-com Meeting 
May 
9 Membership Meeting 
13 NE Cape Fear River Cruise 
16 Ex-Com Meeting 
21-27 National Safe Boating Week 

    
Bob & Bev Armfield...................September Song 
Keith & Kendra Bulla..............................Whisper 
Charles Collins......…………...........Southern Life 
Don & Paula Elliott........................Plastic Toy IV 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy...........................Taterbug 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett.........................Islander 

        Richard & Judi Howle.............................La Bella 
        Clint & Jackie Jackson.................….......Blueline 
        John  Lore................................….........Sea Robin 

Betty & Jeff McCain................….........Adventure 
Woods & Julia McGinn........…...........Blue Moon 
Jerry Newton 
Bob & Betty Potter.............…..........Sand Fiddler 
Steve & Chris Puckett.......….…...........Too-Tents 
Fred & Donna Schultz...............…....Titantic Too 
Tom & Jo-Anne Statham ………..……....Allegra 
Mike & Geraldine Stokes................Dad’s Toy III 

        Frances & Jim Ward………………….Sea Star II 

“Thank You” From The Breeze 
The following individuals made substantial contributions in support of our newsletter this year.   

On behalf of Greensboro Power Squadron, we thank the following sponsors:  
David Carpenter, AP    Sidney C. Mitchell, JN    Delbert E. Foster, AP     P/C Richard F. Howle, Jr., JN 
Thanks to your support and that of our many Patrons of The Breeze,  we have had an outstanding publica-
tion this year, and we encourage your continued support.  If you would like to become a sponsor or Patron 

of The Breeze, contact Lt/C Dan Chance, P @665-9113 .   

                                                            Patrons of the Breeze 

2  Claudia Clarke 
3  J. Michael Hackett 
4  Philip A. Hutson 
5  R. Keith Bulla 
8  James Chandler 
  R. Michael C. Stokes 

9  Desmond P. Morrissey 
12  Ava B. Mitchell 

15  Jason David Neuman 
17  Kenneth E. Clarke 
22  Carolyn E. Hackett 
25  William T. Hamlin Jr. 
28  Patricia Freeze 
29  Richard C. Haggerty Jr. 

  Patti Mayfield 
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From the Commander 
Stewart Colson, JN 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Chuck Kammeyer, P 

 The New Year has begun and March is a very busy 
month – with lots of opportunities for fun, fellowship, and 
learning.  Read the other articles in this issue to find out the 
particulars, but here is what is happening:  March 5 – Oys-
ter Roast; March 9 – Boating Course starts; March 14 - 
Membership meeting;  March 18-20 – D/27 Change of 
Watch; March 21 – Excom meeting;  and finally March 25-
28 – Charleston to Beaufort, SC Cruise.   
   
 The February membership meeting was very well 
attended and for all of you who expected to receive your 
copy of the new GPS roster, please come to the March 
membership meeting on 14 March to pick it up.   
   
 There is still time to plan to attend the D/27 Change 
of Watch in Greensboro at the Four Seasons Convention 
Center, 18-20 March.  Our own D/C Steve Puckett will be in 
charge of the meetings until he is relieved of his duties on 
Saturday afternoon.  If you have never attended a District 
meeting, this is an excellent opportunity – you do not have 
to travel to get there.  The following is a short listing of the 
weekend activities: 
 
Friday night – Visit various Squadron Hospitality Rooms – 
including Greensboro 
 
Saturday morning – Council & Conference meeting 
Governing Board Planning meeting 
Education Breakout Session 
Secretary’s Breakout Session 
Treasurer’s Breakout Session 
Vessel Safety Check Session 
DB 2000 Session 
 
Saturday afternoon – Member’s Luncheon and Awards 
Presentations. Committee Reports, Installation of Officers,  
Leadership Development Session with R/C Glen Daught-
ridge 
 
Saturday Night – Change of Watch Banquet  
 
Sunday Morning – Cooperative Charting & Geodetic 
Marker Session 
 
 Come to one session, come to all sessions, but 
come to see what transpires at a District meeting.  Even 
though D/C Steve Puckett will be relieved of his duties, D/
Lt/C Mack Gordy will be installed as District Administrative 
Officer, D/1/Lt Richard Miller will be installed as District As-
sistant Treasurer, and D/Lt Alec Wrenn will serve as District 
Chaplain.  So Greensboro has a continuing stake in the 
District activities and this is your chance to participate with 
no travel involved. 

 By the time you read this article the Annual Boat Show 
will be over.  We use the Boat Show as our main recruiting 
event for candidates for the Public Safety Boating Course.  
This year we had many people stop by our booth with com-
ments and questions about our organization, often they were 
people who have already taken our boating safety class.   
They were very complimentary on the job we are doing with 
our classes.   
  
 Thanks to P/C  Mack Gordy the displays in our booth 
looked very professional and the “broken propeller” model was 
an excellent eye catcher that created much interest.  I would 
like to thank everyone who volunteered to work the Boat Show 
this year and also those members who contributed to the suc-
cess of the event with behind the scenes activities.   
  
 We had 38 individuals sign up as being interested in 
our Public Boating Course which will begin Wednesday, March 
9, at 7:30 pm at the Lewis Recreation Center.  This year, for 
the first time, we will have a drawing from the people who reg-
istered for free Public Boating Course materials.  Boating 
safety is an ongoing process and the Boat Show gave those 
who volunteered the opportunity to share experiences and to 
pass along boating safety information to others.  Whenever 
you have the opportunity, get behind your squadron and pass 
the word about what we do and how we do it. 

A Springtime Inventory 
  

 After working the GPS Information Booth at the boat 
show on Saturday, I spent the afternoon inventorying equip-
ment on the Blue Moon. First on the list - PFD’s. Do you know 
the weights of the kids who might be on your boat this sum-
mer? Our two granddaughters have both grown into new 
sizes. Remember, children’s PFDs are sized by weight: 0-30, 
30-50, and 50-90. 
  
 Next I checked the flare canister. Don’t forget those 
expiration dates! We are in good shape there - seven current 
flares and half a dozen more that recently expired (for 
backup). I did decide to dispose of a few. How do you do that? 
The Greensboro Fire Department chief down the street told 
me to take them to the city’s hazardous re-cycling center on 
Patterson Ave.    
  
 Oh, yes. I ran into the Blue Moon’s engine mechanic 
at the boat show. He said he’d just love to “give” me a spring-
time tune-up. Yes, he’s getting spring fever too, but I think he’s 
seeing a different kind of green. It’s time to get ready, get out, 
and have a great boating season! Get to work! 
 

Lt Woods McGinn, AP, Squadron Safety Officer 
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Northeast Cape Fear River Cruise 
May 13 – 15, 2005 

 
The NE Cape Fear River Cruise starts at 0900 on 
Saturday morning, May 14.  We will meet at Water-
fronte Villas and Yacht Club at Snow’s Cut and pro-

ceed up the Cape Fear River to the NE Cape Fear River fork.  There is an NC Wildlife 
boat ramp just north of Waterfronte Yacht Club.  The plan is to leisurely travel up the 
NECFR and raft up for lunch.  Lunch is to be provided by boat captains and their pas-
sengers.  After the raft-up we will make a leisurely return trip.  We have extended an in-
vitation to Cape Fear, Shallotte River and Southport squadrons to join us for this event.   
 
If the Cape Fear should be too rough for the small boats on Saturday morning they can 
be trailed to the NC Wildlife boat ramp under the Hwy 421 drawbridge in Wilmington.  
After the trailer boats are launched they will rendezvous with the larger boats at 1000 
just north of the bridge. 
 
Dinner will be on your own for Friday evening.  Saturday evening at 1800 there will be a 
beer & wine cocktail party followed by a cookout at the Waterfronte Villas and Yacht 
Club clubhouse located at 100 Spencer Farlow Road in Carolina Beach.  Cost is $15.00 
per person.  After a little arm-twisting, Vinnie said she would make margaritas again 
this year at the cocktail party. 
 
On Sunday you will be free to take your boat wherever you choose. 
 
Need a place to stay?  There will be two brand new, second row duplexes available for 
this event in Carolina Beach.  Each unit has 6 bedrooms and 4-baths.  Per unit per night 
rate for Greensboro Power Squadron is $395.50 including tax.  That is six-couples at 
$65.92 per night per couple.  You must furnish linens.  The realtor will only hold these 
two units until April 15, 2005.  Please make your reservations early.  Room checks 
should be made payable to Walker Realty and mailed with your separate event registra-
tion check. 
 
Waterfronte Yacht Club has 12 slips available for boats up to 30’ in length at no charge 
to Greensboro Power Squadron members only.  Please let us know if you need a slip.  
Slip, cruise and cocktail/cookout reservation deadline is April 29, 2005.  Make you 
checks payable to Greensboro Power Squadron and mail to D/Lt/C Mack Gordy, AP, 
1804 Regal Lane, Greensboro, NC 27410. 
 
Sign up sheets will be available at the March membership 
meeting.  If you have questions please contact Mack at: 
mlgordy@aol.com, or phone 336-282-1988. 
 
D/Lt/C Mack Gordy, AP 
P/C Vinnie Gordy, P 
NECFR Cruise Coordinators 
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Educational Officer 
 Lt/C Tom Statham, P 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Tom Hamlin, P 

 If you weren’t there, you missed a wonderful op-
portunity for a great meal at the Oyster Roast on March 
5th.  Although this article is written before the event, I 
know a great deal of work went into this social activity 
and eating frenzy.  Special thanks to Hardy Spence, 
Chair, and to Carol Kelly for their planning and hard 
work to make this event a success. 
  
 One of the primary functions of the Administra-
tive Department is to sponsor events that are fun and 
will generate member involvement.  We all join Power 
Squadron for different reasons, but we should all re-
member that we get out of any organization in propor-
tion to what we put into it.  If you have not found your 
niche and built relationships, I encourage you to contact 
me (668-4836) or Vinnie Gordy (282-3870), new mem-
ber involvement Chair and express your willingness to 
get more involved.  Most all of our events are run by 
members and those who serve on committees usually 
build strong and lasting relationships which lead to 
more boat involvement and enjoyment.  Get involved.  
WE NEED YOU!! 
  
 Our next membership meeting is March 14th at 
7:30.  All members are invited to join fellow squadron 
members for dinner at K & W Cafeteria at Friendly Cen-
ter.  We meet around 6 PM and congregate in the ex-
treme left rear of the eating area.  It is another opportu-
nity to get to know fellow squadron members.  See you 
there. 

 This month I am attaching a boating article from 
our Squadron Safety Officer.  
Solitary Boating 

Have you ever wished you could have the wa-
terways all to yourself? Well you can, if your attitude 
and your schedule are a bit flexible. January brought 
us some unusually mild weather, and we took advan-
tage of it. Julia, Michael and I celebrated New Years 
Day on Oak Hollow Lake. I know, it isn’t a very large 
lake, but on that day it was large enough for Blue 
Moon and family. We saw one pontoon boat, a kayak, 
and two bass boats that afternoon. There were more 
golf carts on the lakeside course than there were boats 
in the water. It was a fantastic afternoon, a lot more fun 
than watching another bowl game on TV. 

 
After that outing, Michael suggested we cele-

brate our joint birthdays with a father-son camping trip 
to the mountains, as we did last year. And so the next 
weekend, we did. We towed Blue Moon to Smith 
Mountain Lake (SML), anchored out in a cove by the 
state park, and did our camping on the water. SML is a 
huge lake, but it didn’t have as many boats as Oak 
Hollow. I’m serious. We saw a number of trailers at the 
boat ramp but only got close enough to two boats to 
actually see faces and wave hellos.  

 
I got on channel 16 mid-afternoon to see if I 

could raise the Coast Guard Auxiliary – they have a 
base “up near the bridge”. After several attempts, I was 
answered by a resident who happened to be on his 
dock and out of habit had turned on his VHF. He said if 
I needed assistance I’d better dial 911! He was right. 
That was the only broadcast we heard, all weekend.  

 
So what’s my point? What has this to do with 

safety? Several things. First, if you go out in mid-winter 
be prepared, because you may “be the only boat on 
the lake”. Second, and this was important to me, the 
docks and boat ramps are completely empty this time 
of year. It’s a great time to practice launching, docking, 
and loading. And I do need practice. 
 
 Now let me share with you, the real inspiration 
for this article. The Greensboro Power Squadron con-
tributes to the safety of our boating community, and I  
   

saw proof on New Years Day. Halfway through our con-
versation the ranger said she thought she recognized 
me, and she quickly remembered why. She took our 
USPS Boating Class a few years ago, to supplement her 
job skills. That sparked more interests, and now she 
owns a sailboat. She recommends our course to her 
boating customers. 
 And while I was “practicing” loading my boat on 
the trailer, I too saw someone I thought I recognized. Are 
you getting ahead of me? An older gentleman with 
bright, white chin whiskers like an elf, slipped a 17’ Caro-
lina Skiff center console up on a trailer and was gone, as 
quick as a wink. No, it wasn’t Saint Nick. It was a student 
from one of last year’s boating classes. We do have an 
impact on the boating community.  
 Our next class begins in a few weeks. Bring a 
student and be there! 
Lt Woods McGinn, AP, Squadron Safety Officer 
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SAIL BOAT PARTNERSHIP AVAILABLE- The Orion V, a like new (2000) 38’ Catalina is 
docked at Whitaker Creek in Oriental, NC.  Contact  Dan Kelly, JN @ 288-9552. 

BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. POST UPCOMING EVENTS HERE. 
If you have a boating related item for sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a 
boat, post it here. If you run across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think others 
might enjoy, let us know.  Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

1985  Grady White 19’ open bow Tournament , 150 hp Evinrude, Long galvanized trailer. VHF, 
Fish & Depth finders. Guaranteed to catch fish. GC offers, Contact Bernie Wall @299-9384 

1984 MIRAGE 5.5 SAILBOAT 20 ‘ Club racer/Cruiser, trailer-GC. Lg. Cab-sleeps 4. 2 sets of sails, 
2 gel batts, 3 hp Johnson OB, 1200 lb swing keel, $2,900  Lee Ann Earles@ 297-0353 or 260-1714 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SCHEDULE 2005 
PUBLIC BOATING COURSE: STARTS  9 MARCH @ 1930. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO 
MAKE THIS WORK. PLEASE ATTEND AS MANY MEETINGS AS POSSIBLE.  
 
UNDERWAY: New GPS and Electronic Chart Plotter Course Advanced Piloting   
 Al Pike, Dan Kelly and Walker Stevens will teach on Thursdays. 
 
2005 Seamanship will be offered after the Fall 2005 Public Boating Course. 2005 Piloting will 
start immediately after Seamanship. If you wish to take exams or re-exams for old  JN,  N  or 
Advanced Piloting  you must act immediately or you will have to take the new courses. Old Pi-
loting exams are no longer available 
2005 JN (We hope to offer JN in September 2005) Expect N in 2006 after JN is over.   
 
ELECTIVE COURSES: To date, NO ONE has signed up of expressed any interest in ANY of the elec-
tive courses. This is the last request until this fall. A sign up sheet will be at the March meeting. Get a 

Man the Boats!  
27 March thru 29 March 
 The first annual Easter/Spring-Break GPS 
cruise is underway. Our intentionally flexible plans 
are to meet in Charleston SC on Easter weekend, 
and depart Sunday morning for Beaufort SC, some 65 miles south on the ICW. A leisurely 
cruise will put us in the Downtown Marina on Beaufort SC waterfront by mid-afternoon. 
We’ll spend two nights in the marina adjacent to Waterfront Park and one of South Caro-
lina’s oldest cities. We will walk the beautiful old downtown area, do a little shopping, sam-
ple the restaurants, and return to Charleston Tuesday. Then you could spend time in the 
Holy City or hurry on home. 
 
 Call the Downtown Marina in Beaufort, 843-524-4422, to reserve a slip. The fee of 
$1.30/ft includes water and electricity. It’s a complete marina with showers, laundry, gas & 
diesel, pump-out service and a ships store. Restaurants are within walking distance. Three 
power boats are committed to go. Call Lt/C Chuck Kammeyer, P, Lt Woods McGinn, AP, or 
Del Foster, AP for more information. Get your boat to Charleston and join us! We’d love to 
see you there!  
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Notice from the Education Department: We will attempt to offer Instructor Development 
as an elective course this Spring. There will be a sign up sheet for that at the monthly 
meeting. We will also check to see if there is any interest in our other elective courses this 
Spring.  

Cheryl Bergman Manager, Printing 
Services, Center for Creative Lead-
ership, (pictured with Cdr Colson 
and PC Gordy) was given Honor-
ary Membership in Greensboro 
Power Squadron for her work and 
her dedication in providing GPS 
with many printing services in-
cluding the printing of The Breeze 
each month, the Calendars for this 
years fundraiser, the GPS COW 
programs and invitations and 
other smaller but essential 
items.  She and her husband, Jim, attended the February membership where she was presented with 
the Honorary Membership certificate and a gift certificate for dinner at Lucky 32 or Green Valley Grill. 

Lt Sam Zealy, P tout-
ing the advantages 
of taking our Public 
Boating Course. 

Members & spouses of the 
Bridge making sure there was 
enough sherry for the bisque. 

Mike & Carolyn  
 always see things 

the same way. 

We all need a 
little Sunshine! 



8 

Lt/C Tom Statham, P 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 

Please deliver to: 

Boats featured here, come from our WEB site. Is yours listed ? 

Sea Robin II 


