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The BREEZE is the official publica-
tion of the Greensboro Power Squad-
ron, a unit of District 27 of the United 
States Power Squadrons®, published 
eleven times a year. 
Membership meetings are held on the 
second Monday of each month begin-
ning at 1930 at the First Lutheran 
Church, 3600 W. Friendly Avenue.  
Opinions expressed in the BREEZE 
do not necessarily represent those of 
the Greensboro Power Squadron or 
USPS. 
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Calendar of Events 

  Birthdays 

Philip Andrew                                  
Bob & Bev Armfield...................September Song 
Gary & Karen Barker........................Know Knots 
Bill & Wilma Bates....................................Karios 
Keith & Kendra Bulla..............................Whisper 
Dick & Pat Byrne......................Peppermint Patty 
Joe &  Anne Christian......…     ............Fun Time 
Charles & Rush Collins...................Southern Life 
David & Allison DuBuisson.....................Osprey 
William & Persis Dyson.......................Perwillidy 
Don & Paula Elliott........................Plastic Toy IV 
Joe & Natalie Freeman...........................Jeremiah 
Mack & Vinnie Gordy...........................Taterbug 
Mike & Carolyn Hackett.........................Islander 
Rebecca Howe & David  Carpenter.......Howe To 

        Richard & Judi Howie.............................La Bella 

Sam Hummel..............................Majority of One 
Clint & Jackie Jackson..........................Blueline 
Ken & Punky Keller 
Karl & M.L. Koebberling..................K’s Kradle 
John  Lore...........................................Sea Robin 
Betty & Jeff McCain............................Adventure 
Woods & Julia McGinn...................Friends’ Ship 
Jerry Newton 
Allen & Alexandra Pike 
Swanson & Jackie Poer........................Swan-Jac 
Bob & Betty Potter..........................Sand Fiddler 
Steve & Chris Puckett.......................Too-Tents 
Jerry & Marnie Ruskin................................Lupie 
Fred & Donna Schultz......................Titantic Too 
Mike & Geraldine Stokes................Dad’s Toy III 

        Eddie & Leigh Yost........................Double Agent 

                                                            Patrons of the Breeze 

 
13 Predicted Log - Smith Mountain Lake 
15 Executive Meeting 
17 Blood Drive– Lewis Center– 900 to 1330 
20  Operation Big Sweep  - Carolina Marina 
26-27 D/27 Fall Council/Conference - Charlotte 

August 
11  Membership Meeting - 
18  Executive Meeting 
21 - 24   Morehead, Southport, Myrtle Beach,  

September  
  3 - 6,  USPS Fall Governing Board - Reno, NV 
 8   Membership Meeting - 1930 
  9   Advanced Grades Start -  1930 
10  Boating Course Starts - Lewis  Center - 1930 
11- Elective Courses Start - 1930 

October 
10-12 Fishing Rendezvous 

1         Leif A.            DuVall 
3         J. Bruce         Morton 
4         David R.        Batcheller 
           Paul D.          Long 
6         Robert E.       Musso 
7         H. Max           Kern 
9         Kendra E.      Bulla 
12       John R.          Lore 
14       Garrick L.      Martin 
             

17       James E.       Nitka 
21       Jacqueline     Jackson 
           Myra              Lee 
22       Julia W.         McGinn 
23       Hugh W         Otterburn 
24       Rodger          Blaine 
           Ella                Getchell 
26       Gaston          Penry 
28       Jo-Anne         Statham 
29       Larry E.         Freeze 
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 From the Commander 
 Vinnie Gordy, P 

 Executive Officer 
Lt/C Julia C. Davis, P 

One of the jobs, and probably one of the most difficult 
jobs, of the Commander of any squadron is trying to be creative 
in topics for monthly articles.  The Commander is supposed to 
leave events to Bridge officers and write about “other” topics.  
This can be quite a challenge!  This month I asked our Education 
Officer, Lt/C Chuck Kammeyer, if I could take a moment to sup-
port our Education Department in lieu of the upcoming Fall Boat-
ing Course. 

Several years ago we went through a period of time 
when our Whaler had been out of the water for quite a lengthy 
spell following Hurricane Fran and having her engines rebuilt 
(about 2 1/2 years all total).  Our docks were still unusable, and 
we were keeping the boat at a local marina.  Our first weekend 
back on the water had been wonderful.  Late Sunday afternoon, I 
was to meet Mack at the marina.  He was bringing the boat 
around and I was to drive to the marina to pick him up.  As he 
approached the dock, he threw me a line!  Well, there I stood – 
holding this piece of “rope” and staring blankly at the cleat.  
Something as simple as a cleat hitch!  Boy, did I ever feel ridicu-
lous!  Something that should have come so naturally required 
thought and, more importantly, valuable time.  I realize I may be 
telling tales on myself, but the point I am trying to make is “how 
quickly we forget” – or better yet - “when you don’t use it, you 
lose it!”   Something as simple as a cleat hitch, if not used, is fast 
forgotten. 

As a mandate of Cdr Armfield last year, the Bridge par-
ticipated in both the spring and fall boating courses. Normally I 
would have been in the background grading homework papers.  
Each week I was reminded of how much information we as mem-
bers of the Power Squadron have access too.  I was also reminded 
not only of how much I do know because of the courses I’ve 
taken, but how helpful it is to brush up each year before taking to 
the water again – even on the little stuff!   

GPS is here for a reason and that reason is Education!  
Please support your Education Department.  Plan to help out with 
the Boating Course starting in September.  It not only benefits 
those who are taking the course for the first time, but also helps 
refresh and dust away those cobwebs that tend to accumulate 
when we’re not practicing what we preach!  If you’re called on to 
be a proctor or to help in any way, please say “yes!”  If you are a 
new member, please join us.  There is much to do.  Membership 
takes on a whole new meaning when you’re involved, and this is 
a terrific way to get to know folks – and it’s FUN!  

Our instructors have been hard at work and attending 
classes themselves this summer.  I think you will also be im-
pressed with the new look of our Squadron Boating Course!  
Check it out and let’s have a really great fall class! 
               And remember the challenge to invite someone you 
know to enroll in the fall Boating Course.  Their boating experi-
ences will be greatly enhanced, and hopefully - by the ‘Power of 
One’ - GPS will gain members who will bring new blood and 
enthusiasm to our organization.  See you in class!  

AUGUST 11 PROGRAM 
WAR BENEATH THE WAVES – CSS HUNLEY 

FRED W. KIGER 
       Though there were over 10,000 land fights in the 
American Civil War, the war on the sea and rivers also pro-
jected fierce “battlefields” and affected the course of the 
conflict.  In 1861 the US Navy consisted of 90 vessels – 
most antiquated.  The Confederate navy had to start from 
scratch.  We will take a look at one vessel and the role it 
played in the war.  The CSS Hunley was a Confederate sub-
mersible that demonstrated the advantage and danger of un-
dersea warfare. 
       Fred W. Kiger, MA, teaches several Civil War courses 
each semester through the UNC-CH Alumni Association, 
leads the battlefield study program, and serves as a co-
lecturer with Shelby Foote on the “Cruising the Mighty Mis-
sissippi” travel program. 

Due to the tremendous efforts of Lt Janet Sheffield, P 
and Lt Betty Colson, our first blood drive will become a real-
ity.  It will be held at Lewis Recreation Center on Wednes-
day, September 17 from 0900 to 1330.  Please note their arti-
cle on page 6 and support this community service. 

Lt Larry Freeze, AP and Lt Shirley Kern, S are final-
izing plans for Operation Big Sweep which is to be held on 
Saturday, September 20 at Belews Lake.  Please note their 
article on page 6.  Larry said he intends to again ask for a show 
of hands of those of us who have participated in the past and 
those who plan to come this year.  This may prod some of us 
lazier folk into joining the fun. 

D/27 Fall Council/Conference is scheduled for Char-
lotte on September 26 to 28 at the Hilton Hotel off of I 
77.  Registration forms are expected to be available at the Au-
gust Membership Meeting.  USPS has established new guide-
lines which require all instructors to become certified.   
              D/Lt/C Mack Gordy reported that 171 boats have 
been inspected this year by 12 Vessel Safety Inspectors.  Sev-
eral inspectors are now preparing more reports, and several 
members are in the process of becoming inspectors.  If your 
boat has not been inspected this year, please consider calling 
Mack. 
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D/27 Rendezvous 
July 25 – 27 was a fabulous weekend in Wilmington!  Our hats go off to all of those involved in organizing the Rendezvous.  

If you didn’t go, you truly missed a fantastic weekend!  There was music, food, entertainment, tours of the Coast Guard Eagle, and 
events and happenings far too many to mention. It was especially nice meeting our National Bridge Officers. The Parade of Sail gave 
goose bumps to all who watched from the shore and especially those of us actually in the parade.  The “Carolina Wrenn” captained 
by Lt Alec Wrenn, and the official Greensboro Squadron boat, the “Vickey” captained by Eddie Brown, were the two boats from 
Greensboro.  The Vickey was actually the last boat in the Parade and, by being so, was the boat directly in front of the Eagle! 
Wow….What an impressive view! 

The Greensboro Conchettes made yet another lasting impression on the crowds and hopefully the judges.  Mary Hamlin, 1st/
Lt Chris Puckett, Cdr Vinnie Gordy and our Squadron’s newest member, Penny Brown, were a huge success in their very unique 
rendition of “The Good Ship Lollipop” with costuming that could compete in any Broadway production.  D/Lt/C Mack Gordy was in 
charge of the contest.  Judges were Eddie Brown, Lt/C Stewart Colson, and D/Lt/C Steve Puckett.  Tommy Nicholson and Terry 
Custer were “Boat Boys” for the Conchettes, and Brook Brown, (daughter of Eddie and Penny) served as “Conch Boy.”  Also com-
peting was Brent Brown (Penny and Eddie’s 4-yr old son) who won the hearts of the audience as well as the judges.  The competi-
tion gets getting tougher every year, and it appears the Conch Blowing Contest has truly been revived! 

Tommy Nicholson participated in the Wooden Boat Show (part of the Wilmington Nautical Festival) by exhibiting the 
beautiful wooden sailboat he built in his garage.  If you have not had an opportunity to see Tommy’s boat, you should make a special 
effort.  It is truly a remarkable piece of craftsmanship.   
              Thanks to all GPS members who attended the Rendezvous and supported our District in this annual event. It was a terrific 
event and a fantastic weekend! 

Statistics are for Strangers, Right? 
              July brought more reports of boating accidents. You’ve seen them in the news.  Report after report 
of groundings, collisions, fires, injuries, deaths. 
              They are all so sad.  So many good boats needlessly damaged.  Marine wildlife injured.  Natural 
habitat polluted or even destroyed.  Worst of all people are injured, and too often killed. But those are only 
statistics.  It doesn’t happen to real folks, does it? 
              Nationally, there were only 681 boating fatalities in 2001, the year for which the latest statistics are 
available. Of those who died, 532 were not wearing PFDs. In South Carolina, boating accidents are down 

from last year, but the number of fatalities in the first six months of 2003 has already surpassed last year’s total!  We see numbers in the 
news media so many times they become a blur – just dates and numbers. Not real people, right? 

A boater refueling at the gas docks, tried starting his engine, thought it was flooded (he smelled gas), tried to start it one more 
time, and the boat erupted in flame.  A piedmont NC non-swimmer (with no PFD) fell overboard in a nighttime boating incident, she is 
missing and presumed drowned.  A boater in eastern NC attempting to pass under a low bridge, struck the bridge framework, was 
knocked out of his boat and died.  Who are these strangers?  Don’t they read the news?  Why haven’t they taken a boating safety 
course? 

But wait a minute. These are not all strangers. You’ve probably had a few “near misses” your-
self.  I could name some very experienced boaters in our own squadron who have been involved in vari-
ous mishaps that could have turned into major incidents.  Don’t think you know anyone who has been 
involved in a boating accident?  I bet you do. I can brag that no friend of mine has ever done such a 
foolish thing as fall from a marina dock into the waters of Silver Lake at Ocracoke. But, that’s more 
than you can say. 

Accidents do happen.  And they do happen to real people... to folks you actually know.  Ask 
around at our next squadron gathering. You may be surprised.  Boating safety – think it, live it, teach 
it – every chance you get. 
 
Lt Woods McGinn, AP, Squadron Safety Officer    

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
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 Educational Officer 
 Lt/C Chuck Kammeyer, P 

Administrative Officer 
Lt/C Sam Zealy, P 

SEARCHING FOR 
NEMO 

Mark your calendars!  The 
Greensboro Power Squadron 
will search for Nemo on  

Saturday, 11 October at and around Morehead 
City.  Plan to arrive on Friday evening to meet for 
cocktails and discuss the next day’s search plans.  On 
Saturday the search will start at a time of your choice 
with check in at 1500, 3 pm.  After the day’s search 
we’ll meet at a local restaurant for dinner.  Additional 
details will be in the next issue of the Breeze. 

               Greensboro Power Squadron had outstanding results in 
our spring classes.   P/C Al Pike, AP had four members in his 
spring AP class who took both the open and the closed book por-
tions of the test and passed them with flying colors. James Lee, 
Jack Mahoney, Hugh Otterburn and Cindy Tilton now have the 
grade of AP.  Three students scored 90% or better and Cindy 
Tilton had a perfect score of 100%.  Congratulations to Al and his 
students for a job well done.  I have received two certificates from 
national for 100% scores on the Seamanship exam for Roger 
Tatum and Silvio Mossa.  Congratulations to Roger, Silvio and to 
their instructor, Lt/C Stewart Colson, JN.  Ken Fonville, under the 
instruction of P/C Paul Long, SN and Leif DuVall, N, has suc-
cessfully completed the open book portion of the Navigation 
exam.  This week we will give the Jet Smart exam and hopefully 
certify another student. 

The fall classes are taking shape.  We have 20 members 
signed up for advanced grade classes and 7 have signed up for 
elective classes. The classes that will be offered are Piloting, Sea-
manship, Junior Navigation and Engine Maintenance.  There 
has been some interest in a class for Marine Electronics but we do 
not have enough members signed up as yet.  If you are interested 
in any of these classes, please contact me at 292-9625.   
               Lt Dan Kelly, JN, Boating Course Chairman, reports that 
he has instructors for all sessions and PowerPoint will be a part of 
the presentations.  We will be having another session for the in-
structors on July 29 to review their presentations and may have 
additional practice sessions.  The course will be once again held at 
Lewis Recreation Center.  I am receiving many calls about the 
Fall Boating Course but we still need to continue to promote the 
classes to the public.  If you have any suggestions, let me know. 

We’re really into the boating season and hope 
there have been fair winds and calm seas for you.   
              The Hummer-in-the-Summer was a fun event 
and I hope everyone left satisfied and full.  Carol, P and 
Lt Dan Kelly, JN were a huge help in assisting with the 
arrangements and execution.  There were 56 diners and just 
enough deviled eggs to go around. 
              The August Membership Meeting the 11th will 
feature a talk by Fred Kiger on the “War Beneath the 
Waves.”  Come hear all about it and see the model of the 
Hundley constructed by P/C Gary Barker, AP.   
              An annual event, Predicted Log, will occur at 
Smith Mountain Lake, VA on 13 September.  See page 7 
for additional news. This is not too far for a day trip but 
you will want to spend the night if you can for the evening 
dinner on Saturday.  
              Lt John Lanford, AP and Lt Del Foster, AP are 
working up the August cruise from Morehead City down to 
Myrtle Beach,  August 21-24.  See page 7.   
              P/C Jim Friedrichs, AP and Lt Jim Chandler 
are the Fishing Rendezvous Chairmen.  This Morehead 
City fish slay’n will happen on Saturday, 11 October and 
the Friday night cocktail party will be at the lovely canal-
side cottage of Betty and P/C Bob Potter, P.  Just for 
now, get it on your calendar and we will have a signup go-
ing around at the next couple of meetings.   

·      No fishing skills???   No problem since there will 
be someone who claims to be a fisherperson to 
help you.   

·      No boat???  No problem ‘cause we will assign 
you to a boat.   

·      Want to come but don’t want to fish?  No prob-
lem; you can join the throng who spend the day 
shopping.   

 
              We have lots to see and do for the rest of the year 
and hope you will become a part of it.   

Youngest competitor in 
Conch Blowing Contest, 
Brent Brown 
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GPS BLOOD DRIVE – WED, SEPT 17   9-1:30 LEWIS CENTER 
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE.     Please contact Betty Colson or Janet Sheffield if you and/or your 
friends would like to donate blood but have not signed up.   Also call us if you can 
help with the canteen. We will contact all donors to schedule appointment times.  
Thanks for your support of this lifesaving project. 
Betty Colson  299-8067                                   Janet Sheffield  373-0510 

BREEZE ADVISORIES 
This section is to provide information to GPS members. If you have a boating related item for 
sale, list it here. If you are looking for a partner to charter a boat, post it here. Did you run 
across a new marina or restaurant on the coast that you think other’s might enjoy, let us know.  
Contact Tom 852-8411 or if possible TSTAT@AOL.COM 

’85 SEA RAY 21' Bow Rider. Excellent condition, 5.7 L   engine with 300 hours.  Stainless steel prop, 
tandem trailer with brakes.  Inspected 2002,  professionally winterized each year, used primarily  at Smith 
Mountain Lake ready for water. $6850. Contact:  Lt/C Chuck Kammeyer, P  292-9625 email   kam-
meyc@mindspring.com 
 

SAIL BOAT PARTNERSHIP AVAILABLE- The Orion V, a like new (2000) 38’ Catalina is docked at 
Whitaker Creek in Oriental, NC. Fully equipped w/autohelm, heatpump, CD, cockpit RAM VHF mike, etc. 
Contact Lt Dan Kelly, JN @ 288-9552. 

The squadron is still missing three sextants from the physical inventory.  If you have one, or 
know of someone who has one, please let me know  ASAP.  Thanks, 1/Lt Jerry Newton. P at (336) 784-
4626 or JLNewton3rd@aol.com. 

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE from all military, cruise-line or commercial ship-
ping vessels! Do not approach within 100 yards. Slow to minimum speed within 
500 yards of any large U.S. naval vessel, including any U.S. military or supply 
vessel over 100 feet. Violators of the Naval Vessel Protection Zone face up to 6 
years in prison and a $250,000 fine, not to mention a quick and severe response. 
Approaching certain other commercial vessels may result in an immediate 
boarding, so keep well away of shipping or cruise-line traffic. 

A notice sent by P/Lt/C Clint Jackson III, SN- Kohler Initiates Voluntary Recall of Potentially 
Deadly Generators -- In an effort to replace a potentially deadly exhaust part, Kohler has initiated 
a voluntary recall of all of its marine generator sets powered by L600 or L654 gasoline engines. 
Manufactured between 1950 and 1989, the generators include the following model numbers: 2R, 
2A, 2.5R, 2.5A, 3.5R, 3.5A, 4R, 4A, 5R, 5A, 6.5R, 6.5A, 7.5R, and 7.5A. Click on link for more in-
formation. http://www.kohlerpowersystems.com./marine_pipereplace.html 

Big Sweep Mark your calendar  20 September 2003 
Better than before.  There will be water in the lake this year! Big Sweep is a state-wide effort to clean up 
our lakes and waterways.  Each year we, the Greensboro Power Squadron, do our part by cleaning an area 
of Belews Lake. Not only do we do an important community service, but we have a lot of fun,  then 
follow it with a cookout.  As Big Sweep is a community event, this is a good time to invite friends or 
relatives to come and help out, meet the group, and join us for the cookout.  We need lots of boats and 
people.  For more information contact Lt Larry Freeze, AP or Lt Shirley Kern, S. 
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PREDICTED LOG CONTEST- SATURDAY,SEPTEMBER 13TH 
The Predicted Log Contest will be held at the home of Chris and Steve Puckett on Smith 

Mt. Lake, VA. Bring your boat, your dividers and calculator and plan to participate in a fun event. 
Predicted log is not a speed contest. A predicted log contest consists of running a prescribed course 
with several legs, wherein you predict, in advance, the time required to run each leg of the course 
and the overall time for the entire course. The winner is the boat with the closest actual time 
vs. the predicted time. Each boat needs a navigator and a timekeeper and passengers too. Plan to 
attend, even if you don't have a boat. 

Charts and instructions will be provided on the morning of the event. Plan to arrive early and bring your own lawn chair. 
Smith Mt. Lake is about 2 hours and twenty minutes from Greensboro. The boats will start out at 11:30, but try to be there 

by 10:00, if possible, for instructions. You will need time to calculate and plot your time. The Lake Inn, one of the few motels at the 
lake, is about 15 miles from the Puckett's. Phone 888-466-5253 or 540-721-3383. 

Lunch and supper (your favorite London Broil) will be provided at a cost of $17.00 per person. Please send your checks, 
(made out to GPS) to Tom Statham, event coordinator, by September 1st. Champion chefs will once again be Chris Puckett, Pat 
and Dick Byrne. 

If you plan to come to the lake on Friday evening, plan to join us at the Pucketts for supper. Please bring a covered dish, hor 
d'ourve, dessert or main course. DIRECTIONS TO THE LAKE VIA 220 NORTH: Take 220N from Greensboro. At Martinsville, 
take the 220N bypass to Roanoke. Continue on 220N to the Ferrum College/Smith Mt. Lake exit -{Route 40} right on to Route 40 
and go about 1 mile (4th stoplight) and turn left on to Route 122. Signs will say to Smith Mt. Lake State Park. Stay on Route 122 ap-
proximately 30 minutes. You will cross over the lake. Several miles further, turn right on to 608 at Moneta. Follow 608 until it dead 
ends, then turn right on to 626, Smith Mt. Lake Parkway. Go only about 1/4 mile and turn left back on to 608 again, Tolers Ferry 
Road. Stay on 608 for several miles until you come to the Trading Post store on 734. Turn right on to 734 and follow this to a planter 
sign on the left that says "Forest Cove, Mountain View Shores" Turn left here. At Lochwood, turn left and follow this road, bearing 
right at the top of the hill on to Deerwood Drive. Go to the cul-de-sac at the end of the road. Chris and Steve's house is 305 on the 
right. Look for the Power Squadron burgee. 

There is a boat-launching ramp at Mountain View Shores. Call Chris or Steve for instructions. To call the Puckett's at the 
lake only,  336-210-9825 or 292-5653 in Greensboro. 

               LAST CALL –ALL ASHORE THAT ARE GOING ASHORE!! 
August 21-24  Myrtle Beach Cruise 

              Let’s go cruising to Myrtle Beach down the ICW. We will leave Morehead Thursday around noon for our first nights stop in Caro-
lina Beach.  Friday morning we will cruise to Myrtle Beach where Del Foster will host a cocktail party at his home. Bring a picnic lunch to 
eat along the way.  We will go to one of the local restaurants for dinner. Show tickets can be arranged for the Alabama Theater where “One 
Show To Make All The Others Number Two” is playing. 
              Saturday, we head to Carolina Beach where we will be the quests of Commander Gordy and Mack. Cocktails and hamburgers and 
an evening swim, if you like. Sunday everyone back to your homeports or wherever.   
              If you don’t have a boat and want to ride, you will be welcome (space available).  Every night we are staying at a marina with a 
hotel either next door or close by. A charge of $10.00 per person ($5.00 for children) to defray cost should be 
mailed to Lt John Lanford (payable to GPS)  
 
                                          Myrtle Beach                                  Carolina Beach 
                                          Myrtle Beach Yacht Club                Waterfronte Villas & Yacht Club 
                                          @Coquina Harbor                            Dockage:  Call Mack Gordy  
                                          843-249-5376                                  282-1988  
                                          Holiday Inn                                      Amerihost 
                                          843-281-9400                                  910-796-0770 
Please call John Lanford 861-2100 or 880-2100 for more information and to let me know you are coming.  It will be a fun trip. 

GPS  
New Members 

Reception 
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1st /Lt Tom Statham, P 
218 Kemp Rd. East 
Greensboro, NC 27410 

Please deliver to: 

FEATURED BOAT  
OF THE MONTH 

ELIXIR Our four, District 27, female Squadron 
Commanders at the Eagle Rendezvous. 


