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Upcoming 

Events 
 

 

February 18-25, 2018 

USPS Annual Meeting 

Orlando, FL 

 

 

 

March 16-18, 2018 

D27 Council/

Conference/COW 

Hilton Garden Inn 

Cary, NC 

 

 

 

June 8-9, 2018 

District Rendezvous 

New Bern, NC 

 

 

 

August 13-19, 2018 

USPS Governing Board 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

 

 

October 19-20, 2018 

D27 Fall Council/

Conference 

Atlantic Beach, NC 

District Commander’s Message   

D/C Paula F. Stewart, AP 

 
Continued on Page 2 

I t is hard to believe that it has almost been a year since I was installed as your 

District Commander.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve!  It has truly been 

a rewarding experience and I thank each and every one of you for your support 

and participation this year.  District 27 continues to be one of the top districts 

within USPS because of the dedication and hard work of you, our members.   

 

WINTER TRAINING 

 

Our training session this year was held once again at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Cary, NC, on January 20.  

From the positive feedback that I have received, our training 

was well received.  Twelve squadrons were represented at the 

Commander’s session with a total of fourteen members 

attending.  Thanks to all of you for taking on the 

responsibilities for your squadrons.  

 

I would like to recognize our presenters this year—Bob 

Howd, Stefan Ufer, Marvin Chaney, Brevard Myers, Bo Ibach, Connie Shay, Judy 

Alter, and Tammy Brown.  Tammy gave us a very informative presentation on the 

America’s Boating Club rebranding.  Thanks to all for a job well done! 

 

Thank you to Connie Shay and our District Aides for our food and beverages and 

to Sandie Howd for organizing the event.  

 

CHANGES OF WATCH 

 

I had the opportunity to visit with the Charlotte Power Squadron and Catawba Sail 

and Power Squadron as I conducted their Changes of Watch.  David and I greatly 

appreciate the hospitality shown to us by Commanders Will Granger and Joe 

Fazzari, and the entire membership of Charlotte and Catawba.  Best wishes to 

Commander David Samonds of Charlotte and to Commander Bill Beers of 
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COMMANDER From Page 1 

Catawba as they take on their new duties.  We look 

forward to visiting with Rocky Mount Power 

Squadron for their Change of Watch on March 3. 

 

NATIONAL MEETING 

 

David and I will be attending the 2018 USPS Annual 

Meeting being held at the Rosen Center in Orlando, 

FL, February 18-25.  District 27 will be hosting a 

Hospitality Suite on Friday afternoon.  Please plan to 

stop by if you are attending. 

 

SPRING COUNCIL/CONFERENCE/COW 

 

The 2018 D27 Spring Council/Conference and 

Change of Watch will be held on March 16-18 at the 

Hilton Garden Inn in Cary, NC.  Hotel information is 

available on the D27 website or by calling the Hilton 

Garden Inn at 919-377-0440.  The Registration form 

is included later in this issue of the Bitts.  This year 

we are honored to have V/C Mary Paige Abbott, SN 

representing Chief Commander Ojeda. 

 

Some of our activities this year include a Squadron 

Commanders’ Meeting and a Member Reception on 

Friday afternoon.  Saturday features a wonderful 

speaker, Members’ Award Luncheon and our Spring 

Council and Conference.  Our day ends with our 

annual Change of Watch Banquet with P/R/C Jamie 

McCurry, N serving as Officer of the Deck.  Hope to 

see you there! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

As you will see mentioned in Greg’s article, District 

27 continues to shine in the Geodetic Mark Recovery 

Program.  We also have three of the USPS Top Ten 

Squadrons in the 2017 BoatUS Distinguished Civic 

Service Award Recognition program.  And, finally, 

this year District 27 will honor eight new life 

members and one Governing Board Member 

Emeritus! 

 

As I pass the gavel to Greg Shay on March 17, I am 

confident that our District will be in good hands 

under his leadership! 

H istory was made within District 27 at the 27 

January Greensboro Power Squadron Change 

of Watch.  

 

P/D/Lt/C JB Bagby installed 

P/D/C Mack Gordy as 

Squadron Commander using 

Apple FaceTime and 

iPhones from the O. Henry 

Hotel with the membership 

present and his wife P/C 

Vinnie Gordy holding the 

phone. At home and 

“confined to quarters” by his 

doctor with a bad strain of 

flu virus, Mack sat with the 

other phone in the top half of his Uniform A with 

bow tie and took the oath of office.   

“I hate to do this to you the day of the COW,” P/D/C 

Gordy told Bagby that afternoon, “but I want to 

complete the ceremony as 

scheduled. The only solution 

that comes to mind is to let 

today’s information 

technology solve the 

problem.”   

 

P/D/Lt/C Bagby responded, 

“As District Commander 

Paula Stewart’s 

representative, I say ‘Let’s do 

it!’”   

 

Following that electronic 

swearing in, the remainder of the bridge took the 

oath of office. 

Technology Plays a Role — P/D/Lt/C JB Bagby 
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District Executive Officer—D/Lt/C Greg D. Shay, JN-ACN  

See EXECUTIVE on Page 4 

I  have been proud and honored to serve as your 

District 27 Executive Officer, and with the fiscal 

year winding down, I would especially like to thank 

all of the Executive Department 

Committee Chairs for their 

contributions and dedicated 

service:  Cooperative Charting 

Chair: Brevard Myers, Vessel 

Safety Check Chair: Chris 

Payne, Public Relations Officer: 

Connie Shay, Radio Technical 

Officer: Burt Pearson, IT Chair: 

Stefan Ufer, Safety Officer: 

Jack Moore, Liaison Officer: 

Ken Link, Homeland Security Officer: Joe Fazzari, 

and Legislative Officer: Tom Taylor.  This 

department and the other departments within D27 are 

here to serve our member squadrons and have 

accomplishments to be proud of this past year. 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS  

 

At the 2017 Fall National Governing Board Meeting, 

two D27 squadrons were recognized with prestigious 

National Public Relations Awards.  Cape Fear Sail 

and Power Squadron was awarded the First Place 

Roger Upton Award that recognizes excellence in 

producing video/DVD presentations or public 

service announcements (PSAs) for television/cable 

broadcasts. The Raleigh Sail and Power Squadron 

was awarded the First Place Carl Menken Award that 

recognizes excellence in computer generated 

PowerPoint or similar presentations for presentation 

to public.   At the D27 Fall Council/Conference a 

mini-expo was held with several table presentations.  

Connie Shay, Public Relations Officer, thanks all of 

those who participated. There will not be a mini-

expo at the D27 Spring COW, but this may be 

resumed at the D27 Fall C/C. 

 

GEODETIC MARK RECOVERY PROGRAM  
 

District 27 is certainly excelling in this program 

according to the USPS website.  As of the end of Sep 

2017, individual standings have the top two 

individuals and eleven out of the top 20 individuals 

in our district.  For squadron standings, five out of 

the top 10 squadrons are also in our district.  And, 

overall at the district level, District 27 is NUMBER 

ONE with over 65% of all credits awarded!!  Way to 

go everyone!! The time frame for Geodetics and 

Coop Nautical are calendar year, so there were 2 

months to go at that posting so things could change.  

Awards will be announced at the National meeting in 

Feb and the D27 meeting in March. 

 

If you are attending the National Annual Meeting in 

Orlando, I will have the honor of presenting “The 

Joy of Geodetics” on Fri 23 Feb in a 2-hour morning 

seminar sponsored by the National Coop Charting 

Committee.  Q/A and on-line demos will be included 

by NCCC staff. 

 

VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS  
 

A new USCGA & USPS reciprocity agreement for 

Vessel Examiner and Instructor Certification has 

been established.  The following is reprinted from 

the recent SailAngle message sent by Stf/C Jeff 

McKiney, JN-CN on 5 Feb, 2018. 

 

“The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and U.S. Power 

Squadrons (USPS) have long shared the vital 

mission of educating and assisting members of our 

Nation's boating public to safely conduct their 

recreational activities on the water.  Both the Coast 

Guard Auxiliary and USPS have leveraged their 

long-standing histories and experience to develop 

outstanding training programs that are used to 

qualify members of their respective organizations in 

competencies that are essential to successfully 

performing this mission: Vessel Examiner (VE) and 

Instructor (IT). Pursuant to discussion and agreement 

between U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary National 

Commodore Richard Washburn and U.S. Power 

Squadrons Chief Commander Louie Ojeda, it is 

therefore appropriate, prudent, and fitting for both 
organizations to extend reciprocity to their members who 

have achieved these competencies.” 
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EXECUTIVE, From Page 3 

The new 2018 stickers have been distributed and the 

squadron inspectors should be ready to begin a new year 

of vessel safety checks. Please contact D27 Vessel Safety 

Chair Chris Payne if you have not received your stickers.   

   

SQUADRON CHANGES OF WATCH 

 

Connie and I have been busy with some district events 

these past couple months.  I had the honor of serving as 

District Representative at four D27 squadron Change of 

Watch ceremonies.   

 

Southport Sail and Power Squadron – This was the 

earliest D27 COW and was held at The Reserve, St. 

James Plantation on 13 Dec.  SSPS is a very social 

squadron, and their membership had positive growth this 

year with a strong education program.  We wish 

immediate PC Jack Canny and PC Julie Canny well on 

their relocation to New Hampshire.  This was an 

especially memorable COW as I had the privilege to 

install former Raleigh member and good friend, David 

Bolea, as the new Southport Commander.   

 

Cape Fear Sail and Power Squadron – This COW was 

held at the Landfall Country Club in Wilmington on 15 

Dec, where former Commander Abe Walston, P was 

relieved of command, and new Commander Ron Tilmon, 

SN-CN and his bridge were installed.  Cape Fear is 

notable as being both the oldest and largest squadron in 

our district.  They had a productive year with a record 

number of VSCs in 2017, a National 1st Place Roger 

Upton Award, co-hosted the D27 Rendezvous, and had 

several other accomplishments.  

  

Durham Sail and Power Squadron – This COW was held 

at the Croasdaile Country Club in Durham on 20 Jan, 

where P/C Fred Cooke, AP was relieved of command and 

Cdr Ron Mosely, JN installed.  Much of the ceremony 

involved the squadron’s Ship 1590 Sea Scout members, 

and DSPS can be very proud of the wonderful job they 

have done supporting this Ship.  

  

Shallotte River Sail and Power Squadron – This COW 

was held at the Brunswick Plantation in Calabash NC on 

27 Jan, where Cdr Hugh Hayes was both relieved of 

command and installed again for a second year as were 

many of the other bridge officers.  SRSPS had a great 

year with several awards including the D27 Membership 

Retention Award, D27 Outstanding Educator (Richard 

Smith), and District/National First Place Boarman Poster 

Contest Awards.   

 

It was evident that some of our squadrons are rapidly 

moving forward to our new image as America’s Boating 

Club, as the ABC logos were proudly and prominently 

displayed on their COW Programs.  

 

WINTER TRAINING  
 

Our training session this year was held once again at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Cary, NC, on 20 

January.   Although attendance was light in the Executive 

Officer Training Session, the training was well received, 

and there were several good questions and exchange of 

ideas.  The XO slide deck was sent to each participant.  

Thanks to all the Executive Officers for taking on the 

responsibility of that office for your squadrons. Yours is a 

very important job. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS / EVENTS 

 

Although the USPS Annual Meeting in Feb will probably 

be history when this Bitts issues, we hope to see you at 

the following upcoming meetings and events in 2017: 

 

 D27 Annual Meeting and Change of Watch on 16-18 

Mar in Cary, NC 

 D27 Rendezvous on 8-9 June in New Bern, NC 

 USPS Governing Board Meeting on 13-19 Aug in 

Minneapolis, MN 

 D27 Fall Council/Conference on 19-20 Oct at 

Atlantic Beach Doubletree, NC 
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I  am sitting here writing this message for the “spring” 

edition of The Carolina Bitts and the temperature is 

still below the freezing point. That point is 0⁰C for some 

and 32⁰F for others. The point is, it certainly doesn’t 

FEEL like spring and yet in 45 days, the sun will cross 

the equator and spring will have sprung. I have heard it 

said that the worst thing about January is that it is 

followed by February. 

 

While cold weather is not 

conducive to outdoor activities, 

particularly outdoor activities 

where one can get wet, such as in 

boating, it is a good time to prepare 

for that time when it is almost a 

blessing to get wet. One of the 

most important activities we can be 

involved in in the winter is training 

new boaters. Squadrons need to 

schedule ABC3 classes. Check with local marinas and 

outdoor stores such as Bass Pro Shops, Cabela’s and the 

like. Sports retailers such as those I mentioned sell boats, 

boating equipment and supplies. They also have rooms 

apart from their retail areas for seminars and classes. 

They, for the most part, are very willing to provide us 

with a venue to hold our classes, and they are willing to 

display announcements for those classes and seminars. 

Many squadrons also have close relationships with their 

local marina and teach classes there. If you don’t have a 

venue for classes, try these places. They can be very 

helpful. 

 

Cold weather is also the time for planning and checking 

our gear. Does your squadron provide On-The-Water 

training? If not, this may be the time to get together and 

plan to offer it. Go to the Educational Department page 

on the National website and explore the information there 

on how to conduct On-The-Water training. There are no 

special training requirements, but it is suggested that only 

the very best boat operators from your squadron be 

trainers. 

 

While our coastal squadrons enjoy the largest influx of 

boaters and would-be boaters, many other squadrons, 

while having fewer boaters still have opportunities to 

attract boaters. Rather than emphasize marine navigation 

as the coastal squadrons do, place emphasis on those 

things of concern to lake boaters. Seminars are probably 

the best means to do this. USPS has developed many 

seminars that can be of use and interest to boaters. SEOs 

and ASEOs need to get together with their Vessel Safety 

Examiners and plan a way to get those folks willing to 

have their boats checked interested in furthering their 

boating knowledge. For instance, if a family is getting a 

VSC at the ramp, a second VE should engage the family 

by asking if the skipper were to be incapacitated, does 

anyone else know how to operate the vessel? Can they get 

the incapacitated individual to help and safety? These are 

candidates for a Partner in Command seminar. If VSCs 

are being done on a day that there is a possibility of 

thunderstorms, the VE should ask if the boaters are aware 

of this possibility and suggest they take the Basic 

Weather and Forecasting seminar. While Piloting and 

Advanced Piloting may not be for everyone, we do have 

something for almost everyone. 

 

Finally, you all have received the winter edition of The 

Ensign. A full report of what the Educational Department 

has accomplished is in it. Check through it, see if there is 

something your squadron can use to educate your 

members, potential members and the boating public. 

District Educational Officer—D/Lt/C David H. Osmolski, SN-CN 

Come to Cary, March 16-18, 2018 

Hilton Garden Inn—Near North Carolina State 

University and located behind Cary Crossroads Plaza 

Shopping Center in the town of Cary, North Carolina, our 

hotel is just 11 miles from Raleigh Durham International 

Airport (RDU) and less than one mile from Regency Park. 

We’re ideal for guests on business, as we’re located only 

eight miles from the Raleigh Convention Center in Raleigh, 

North Carolina.   

Hilton Garden Inn (919) 377-0440, 131 Columbus Avenue, 

Cary, NC 27518 

http://hiltongardeninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/north-carolina/hilton-garden-inn-raleigh-cary-RDURCGI/index.html
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A s we complete another year in the District 

Calendar I want to express my sincere 

appreciation to all those who have worked in the 

District Administrative Department and congratulate 

them on a job well done. They are:  

 

District Asst. Admin Officer: 

D/1st/Lt Hugh Hayes JN 

Chairman Member Involvement: 

D/Lt Lorraine Ryan P 

Chairman Membership: D/1st/Lt 

Hugh Hayes JN 

Chairman Member Benefits: 

D/Lt Robert Bruner AP 

Chairman Operations Training: 

D/Lt Russ Klein SN 

Chairman Boarman Youth 

Poster Contest: D/1st/Lt Barbara Beers S 

Liaison Sea Scout Program: St/C Bill Beers 

JN 

Meetings Chairman: P/C Sandra Howd AP 

 

WINTER TRAINING:  
 

It was well attended this year and we were pleased 

that 19 people came to our Admin Dept class. I truly 

believe that our attending members deserve the best 

content possible at these sessions so that their time 

and travel is well spent. Besides the PowerPoint 

presentation that I gave, D/1st/Lt Hugh Hayes, D/Lt 

Lorraine Ryan and D/1st Lt Barbara Beers also gave 

short presentations. If you have any suggestions for 

next year’s Admin training, please pass them along 

to D/1st/Lt Hugh Hayes. 

 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: D/Lt/C Pat 

Hakanson, Chairman; D/Lt Lorraine Ryan 

 

For the past two years Lorraine and I have worked 

hard to find excellent speakers for our District 

Conferences believing that they would encourage 

more members to attend. Several of these speakers 

were contracted through the North Carolina 

Humanities Council. During our Winter Training, 

Lorraine gave a presentation on how to obtain a NC 

Humanities Council speaker for your Squadron. It is 

not easy but it is worth the extra effort. Here is a 

short synopsis of the process: 

 

1- Visit the NC Humanities Council website 

and view the possible speakers available 

that would suit your Squadron’s needs 

www.nchumanities.org 

2- Contact the speaker by email and 

determine if he/she is available for the 

date(s) you wish 

3- Open an account and apply for a grant to 

cover their speaking fee and expenses 

a- The Program and Grants Manager, 

Caitlin Patton can help you do this 

(704) 687-1521 

b- You need to prove that your Squadron 

is a non-profit organization so you 

will need your tax number as part of 

your application 

c- Apply before the grant money 

expires. A new grant year starts on 

November 1st 

d- Wait for approval of your grant 

application and when it comes 

through accept it and continue the 

process online to do so 

4- Notify the speaker that the grant has been 

approved and confirm location, time and 

date 

5- Start a spreadsheet on the time and 

expense you have invested in obtaining 

this speaker so it will be available for 

your final report. This will include such 

things as phone calls, designing and 

publishing a flyer, rental of the event 

location etc. 

6- Produce advertising materials, such as 

flyers and a newspaper article for a local 

paper. (This event must be open to the 

general public according to the rules of 

the NC Humanities Council) 

7- Host the event and introduce the speaker 

8- At the event pass out and collect  the 

required surveys 

9- Fill out and turn in the required summary 

report to the NC Humanities Council 

District Administrative Officer—D/Lt/C Pat Hakanson, SN 

http://www.nchumanities.org
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Only Squadrons in North Carolina can apply for 

grants from the North Carolina Humanities Council. 

In South Carolina the agency is called, South 

Carolina Humanities. www.schumanities.org 

 

Our speaker for our Spring Conference is the Tar 

Heel Traveler: Scott Mason. Please view the flyer  

about his event at the end of this report on Page 10. 

And please publish it in your newsletters! Or better 

yet hand the flyer out at your membership meeting. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP INVOLVEMENT AND 

RETENTION AWARD (MIRA) Ambassador 

Program; D/1st/Lt Barb Beers 

 

Also at Winter Training, D/1st/Lt Barb Beers 

explained the Ambassador Program which the 

Catawba Sail and Power Squadron has used so 

effectively to involve and retain their members. 

There were a number of requests for a more detailed 

explanation so Barb has graciously included a 

description of the program and a copy of the 

passport.  This can be found on Pages 8 and 9.  Note 

by D/Lt/C Pat Hakanson SN — The Catawba Sail 

and Power Squadron designed the Ambassador 

Program and it was this program that won them the 

2017 National MIRA Award.  D/1st/Lt Barb Beers 

wants you to know that you are welcome to adapt 

this to your Squadron’s needs. 

 

 

 

YOUTH POSTER CONTEST: D/1st/Lt Barb 

Beers, S 

 

The Youth Poster Contest winners for D/27 were 

selected at the winter training day at Cary.  We have 

great youth artists and they beautifully captured this 

year’s theme “All Boaters are Welcome to the 

Neighborhood”.   

 

The winning posters will be on display at the 

national meeting in Orlando this month.  Our district 

can be really proud of our entrants this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

Winner in the 6-8 age group was Jessie 

MacMonroe of Shallotte River Sail & Power 

Squadron.   

 

 

The 9-11 winner was Kylee Blum also of Shallotte 

River Squadron.   

 

 

Gavyn Taylor of Pamlico Sail & Power Squadron 

was the winner in the age 12-14 category.  

http://www.schumanities.org
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Ambassador Program—D/1st/Lt Barb Beers, S 

Catawba Sail and Power 

Squadron Ambassador Program 

 
The purpose of the Ambassador program is to promote 

and increase the involvement of all our members in the 

three arms of the United States Power Squadrons® 

triangle which are fraternity or social activities, civic 

service activities and continuing education with the 

results that our squadron programs will be better and 

more members would qualify for the coveted annual 

merit mark. In addition, the program was begun to 

address the non-renewal of new members who joined 

using the America’s Boating Course trial member option. 

The only non-renewals in 2014 were new members in 

2013. A related goal is to recognize more members for 

their involvement in the squadron.  

 

The award was named after Past Commander H. Worth 

Parker. Worth was always an enthusiastic participant in 

the squadron programs whether it was Co-op Charting, 

Predicted Log, Children’s Outing, teaching advanced and 

elective courses, conducting Vessel Safety Checks or just 

attending the regular meetings and encouraging other 

members to become more involved in these important 

activities. His example serves as a guide for those who 

would become Catawba Sail and Power Squadron 

Ambassadors and the squadron can think of no greater 

honor than to name this squadron award after him.  

 

The program has four criteria as follows:  

 

1. Attend at least one more than half of the 

General Membership meetings that are held during the 

squadron watch year. For new members joining the 

squadron after the Change of Watch, the number required 

will be one more than half of the meetings remaining 

beginning with the month after their application has been 

processed.  

2. Participate in at least one of the civic service 

activities that are scheduled during the watch year. Civic 

service activities include the Children’s Outing, Adopt-a-

Landing (landing and lake shore cleanup), Yard Sale, Co-

op Charting, performing the required five Vessel Safety 

Checks to qualify as a certified examiner or any other 

civic service event designated by the EXCOM.  

3. Participate in at least one USPS educational 

course or seminar or instruct/proctor one course. Courses 

that count for this requirement are America’s Boating 

Course, Advanced Grade Courses, Elective Courses, 

Seminars, USPS Leadership Courses including 

Operations Training and any other educational course 

designated by the EXCOM or required for squadron 

activities.  

4. Participate in at least one designated squadron 

social activity. Activities that qualify include 

participating in the Predicted Log competition, attending 

a squadron boating activity such as a rendezvous, cruise 

or raft-up, attending District or National meetings or 

social events, participating in a new member recruiting 

event, recruiting at least one new member or participating 

in any other social activity designated by the EXCOM.  

 

The record keeping for the Ambassador Program will be 

done by use of an Ambassador Passport that will be 

stamped for each qualifying activity by the Squadron 

Membership Involvement Chair and/or the Membership 

Chair. Data as to participation of members may be 

received from the Squadron Secretary. The Passport for 

each member will be maintained in the Squadron 

“diplomatic pouch” maintained by the Squadron 

Secretary.  

 

All members who meet the above criteria will be 

designated a Catawba Sail and Power Squadron 

Ambassador for the year in which the criteria are met and 

will be recognized at the Change of Watch program at the 

end of that year with an appropriate certificate.  

 

In addition, the Ambassador, who in the opinion of the 

Membership Involvement Chair best exemplifies the 

spirit of the program, will be recognized as the Past 

Commander H. Worth Parker, AP Ambassador of the 

Year. The recipient will receive a certificate and a 

distinctive squadron ball cap with the Squadron Burgee 

and the title Ambassador of the Year embroidered on the 

cap. A perpetual plaque will be engraved with their name 

and the year received.  

 

The first Catawba Sail and Power Squadron Ambassadors 

were named, and the first Ambassador of the Year was 

awarded in February 2015.  The program will continue as 

directed by the Executive Committee. 

 

A sample of the Passport that Catawba uses is found on 

the next page.    
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Saturday Speaker — Scott Mason, WRAL-TV 



  

11 

District Secretary—D/Lt/C Dawn A. Gaskill, AP 

A s the District ends the 2017/2018 year, I am in 

awe of the wonderful members we have.  I 

appreciate the help I have 

received from the Bridge, and 

my great team: Our Historian 

D/Lt Francine Hall, The 

Carolina BITTS editor  D/Lt 

Paula Schubert, Webmaster 

D/Lt Stefan Ufer, D/1ST/Lt 

Robert Bruner, Assistant 

Secretary.  Our Editor and 

Webmaster are so great District 

27 received both of the 

Distinctive Communicator Awards for 2017! 

 

I want to congratulate the squadrons on some great 

work this year. 

 

DISTINCTIVE COMMUNICATOR AWARD 

FOR PUBLICATIONS 2017 

 

Cape fear – Foghorn  

Cape Lookout – The Outlook  

Catawba – SMOKE SIGNALS  

Fayetteville – THE LOG  

Ft. Macon – Cannon Soundings  

Goldsboro – GSPS SCOPE  

Greensboro – The Breeze  

Lake Norman – The Inland Seafarer  

Pamlico – Sound of the Pamlico  

Raleigh – Bow Lights  

Rocky Mount – The Coastal Plain Signal  

Shallotte River – The Bosun’s Pipe  

Winston-Salem – Crossed Anchors 

 

DISTINCTIVE COMMUNICATOR AWARD 

FOR WEB SITES 2017 

 

Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron 

Cape Lookout Sail & Power Squadron 

Catawba Sail & Power Squadron   

Durham Sail & Power Squadron  

Fayetteville Sail & Power Squadron    

Fort Macon Sail & Power Squadron  

Goldsboro Sail & Power Squadron   

Greensboro Power Squadron  

Lake Norman Sail & Power Squadron  

Pamlico Sail & Power Squadron  

Raleigh Sail & Power Squadron 

Rocky Mount Power Squadron  

Shallotte River Sail & Power Squadron 

Tar River Power Squadron 

 

Your District Secretary recommends that members 

use the USPS website to their advantage.  It up to 

date information, forms, other resources to help you 

squadron.  Using the National website along with the 

District 27 website can keep you up to date on things 

to do and other squadron’s activities.   

 

CALL FOR THE SPRING COUNCIL AND 

CONFERENCE 2018 

 

The official call will be posted to the District 27 

website not less than 30 days prior to our meeting. 

 

The meeting is to be held at the Hilton Garden Inn, 

Cary, NC on March 16 - 18, 2018.  See our District 

website and make your hotel reservations.  We are 

looking forward to seeing you there. 
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Editor: P/C Paula Schubert, AP 

3101 Doubleday Place 

Durham, NC  27705 

E-mail: editor@uspsd27.org 

 

Carolina BITTS is published four times a year by 

District 27, a unit of The United States Power 

Squadrons®. Articles in the BITTS reflect the 

opinion of the author. The USPS® and District 27 

are not responsible for editorial comment. 

D27Council/Conference/COW, March 16-18, 2018 

Hilton Garden Inn, Cary, NC 

    Commander: Paula F. Stewart, AP 

704-865-3355 

commander@uspsd27.org 

 

DEO: David H. Osmolski, SN-CN 

 704-321-3441 

educationofficer@uspsd27.org 
 

Secretary: Dawn A. Gaskill, AP  

336-785-0996 

secretary@uspsd27.org 

Executive Officer: Greg D. Shay, JN-ACN 

919-387-9876 

executiveofficer@uspsd27.org 

 

Administrative Officer: Pat W. Hakanson, SN 

704-288-6734 

administrativeofficer@uspsd27.org 
 

Treasurer: H. Lynn Dail, SN  

919-636-5885 

treasurer@uspsd27.org 
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DISTRICT BRIDGE 2017-2018 

  ADSEO: Julie Canny, AP      Asst. Secretary: Robert H. Bruner, AP 

            910-457-6124                        252-908-2494 

                assistantDEO@uspsd27.org                                                                       assistantsecretary@uspsd27.org 

 

              Asst. Admin:  Hugh F. Hayes,  JN      Asst. Treasurer:  Barbara J. Beers, S 

          336-601-0119                           803-327-4991 

       assistantadministrativeofficer@uspsd27.org           assistanttreasurer@uspsd27.org 
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